
 

 

Ivan Young 
I am going into my second year of 

FFA. My cow is named Annabeth 

and she is a four year old Jersey. I 

have grown up on a dairy and look 

forward to sharing that lifestyle at 

the Malheur County Fair. Be sure to 

come by the Dairy Barn to meet An-

nabeth.  
 

 

 

Kailani Schulthies 
I am the oldest in a family of six. I 

have been raising a pig to take to 

Fair for almost five years inspired by 

my dad talking about how he took 

his own pig to as a child. Since 

then, my sister and I have been rais-

ing pigs and slowly our younger sis-

ters have joined us! It’s always a lot 

of fun and it requires a lot of time 

and patience but by the end it is 

always worth it. 

 

Marly Ausman 
I have been in the 

dairy heifer replace-

ment program for al-

most five years and 

this is my current heif-

er, Wendy. I live on a 

dairy so I was born in-

to coming to Fair and 

I’m glad to say that I 

have the chance to 

do it. In addition to getting ribbons, I also earn money from 

the sale which goes towards my college fund. I’m excited 

to see what this year brings for Fair and the years after.   
 

 

Victoria Moore 
I have participated in 

the Malheur County Fair 

for five years. This is my 

third year in FFA and I 

have raised meat rab-

bits each year. Last year, 

I earned Reserve Grand 

Champion Market Ani-

mal, Reserve Grand 

Champion Showman, 

and Best of Show. 

 

 

Local Postal 

Customer 
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Nyssa FFA 2019 Malheur County Fair Member Spotlight 
 
 

Porter Carlton 
Porter Carlton: This is my 4th year selling a market hog at 

the fair but my second year in FFA. This year my pig is 

named Hasher and she is a Hampshire cross. Along with my 

market hog, I will also be entering crops and eggs for ex-

hibit. Last year I took Grand Champion with my Amerauca-

na Chicken Eggs. I look forward to seeing you at Malheur 

County Fair. 

 
 

Shannon Ayarza 

McLeod 
I've grown up and worked 

on my family's farm. Each 

year, fair gives me the 

chance to showcase some 

of the results of my hard 

work. In addition to my 

home grown market lamb, I 

will be bringing six other 

sheep that are part of my 

ongoing breeding project. I 

will also bring photography, 

wood/metal work, and crops. Thank you to all who have 

supported me. 

 

 
Visit all our members at the Malheur County Fair and be 

sure to check out the many Nyssa FFA Crop, Garden, Met-

al, Woodworking, Art, and Photography Exhibits in the Red 

Barn!  
 

(See page 7 for exhibitor schedule and ways you can support) 
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     We are so grateful for all of the beautiful cars and tractor 

and that were registered this year.  With 77 entries and peo-

ple from all over the valley we feel like we can put this one 

in the books as a great success.   
 

Congratulations to our winners this year! 

− Jim Fochtman, Fruitland Idaho with his 1937 Chevy Mas-

ter Delux for Best Paint, sponsored by Sassy Sisters Screen 

Printing 

− Marty Sutton, Star Idaho with his 1967 Ford Shelby GT for 

most Bad Ass, sponsored by Nyssa Sign Co. 

− Jason Ruiz, Nampa Idaho with his 1956 Chevy 210 for 

Best Tradition, sponsored by Country Corners Quilting 

− Allen Babbitt, Nampa Idaho with his 1937 Ford Roadster 

for Best Engineered, sponsored by Bert’s Growler Garage 

− Larry Peterson, Boise Idaho with his 1939 Nash LaFayette 

for Participants Choice, sponsored by Dairy of Ozz 

− Russ Hoff, Notus Idaho with his 1960 Studebaker for Tim’s 

Choice, sponsored by Kramer Hot Rod Shop 

− Duke Fugate, Ontario Oregon with his 1935 Ford Pickup 

for Work in Progress, sponsored by Art’s Service 

− Brandy Ashby, Nyssa Oregon with her 1964 VW Bug for 

Richard’s Choice, Sponsored by Richard Adam’s Art 

− Jim Boyer, Payette Idaho with his 1941 Ford Coupe re-

ceived an Honorable Mention, sponsored by A&W 

− Steve Blythe, Caldwell Idaho with his 1956 Chevy Pickup 

received an Honorable Mention, sponsored by Coley’s 

Glass 

− Larry Kuenzli, Nyssa Oregon with his 730 John Deere trac-

tor received an Honorable Mention, sponsored by S&S 

Disposal 

And last but not least: 

− Best in Show for Tractor goes to Melissa Rios, Nyssa Ore-

gon with her beautifully restored 1940 Farmall Model H, 

sponsored by Nyssa Tractor and Implement 

− Best in Show for Car goes to Stan Stinson, Meridian Idaho 

with his eye catching 1980 Chevy Pickup, sponsored by 

Owyhee Metal Works 
 

     We would like to thank all of our amazing sponsors for 

their gracious contributions.  If you get an opportunity to be 

in any of their shops, watch for our one of a kind sponsor 

plaque and let them know you appreciate their offerings!   
 

Major Sponsors  

A&W Restaurant 

Nyssa Sign Co. 

Sassy Sisters Screen Printing 

Owyhee Metal Works 
 

Sponsors 

Art’s Service 

Bert’s Growler Garage 

Campbell Tractor 

Coley’s Glass Company 

Country Corners Quilting 

Country Financial Insurance 

Dairy of Ozz 

Hagerty Classic Insurance 

Hunt Auto Sales 

Kramer Hot Rod Shop 

Les Schwab 

Liberty Mutual Insurance 

Myers Alignment 

North Verde Auto Salvage 

Northwest Specialty Paint 

Nyssa Baptist Fellowship 

Nyssa Tractor & Implement 

Ontario Auto Ranch 

Ontario Tire Factory 

Pacific Source 

Richard Adams Art 

Rick’s Custom Rods 

S&S Disposal 

Simpson Storage and RV Park 

Snake River Pest Specialties 

Steve’s Hometown Dealership 

Umpqua Bank 

Valley Country Store 

Waldo Insurance 

 

We’d also like to thank you for shopping local and support-

ing the businesses that support our community!   



Welcome to the Board: Luis Cisneros 
My name is Luis Cisneros and I am both ex-

cited and honored to be on the Nyssa 

Chamber of Commerce. I grew up in Nyssa 

and attended all 12 years of school here, 

graduating from Nyssa High School in 2003. 

GO BULLDOGS!! My wife Sheena was born 

and raised in Payette and Ontario and 

graduated from Ontario High School in 

2002. After graduating high school, I moved 

to the Pacific Northwest to attend Clacka-

mas Community College. Shortly after 

Sheena and I were married she joined me in 

Portland, Oregon as I was finishing my bach-

elor’s degree from Portland State University. After attending Portland State, I enrolled at Pacific 

University where I completed my master’s degree in Education. While living in the Pacific 

Northwest Sheena and I had amazing experiences, met a lot of influential people and en-

joyed the beautiful scenery mother nature had to offer but we felt there was still something 

missing. In 2018 we made the decision to return home to our families and community that we 

grew up in.  

     I am currently the Dean of Students at Nyssa Elementary and am looking forward to my sec-

ond school year. My goal has always been to work for a school district and give back to our 

youth. There is nothing better than accomplishing this goal in the hometown that I grew up in.  

As an adult I have come to recognize the importance of positive role models for our youth 

and I am honored to be giving back to my community that gave so much to me growing up. 

There have been several educators in my youth that had a positive impact on my life and I 

would not be where I am today without their support and encouragement.  

     For the past year my wife and I have made it a point to attend different sporting events, 

band & choir concerts and other local events. We look forward to continue growing our in-

volvement in the community and serve the families in Nyssa.   
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From the Board 
Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

 1st Vice President 
 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 2nd Vice President 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works 

 Board Secretary 
 

Lee Birch 
Umpqua Bank 

 Finance/Treasurer 
 

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

 

Trisha Stam 
Waldo Agencies 

 

Luis Cisneros 
Nyssa School District 

 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

 

 
 

Nyssa Public Library 

319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Tuesday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

 

 
 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Chamber of Commerce 
105 Main Street,  

Nyssa, OR 97913 
 

Phone: 541-372-3091 

Fax: 541-372-9990 
 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

Mission: The Nyssa 

Chamber of Com-

merce and Agriculture 

was organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

the commercial, indus-

trial, farming, civic, 

and general interests 

of the City of Nyssa 

and its business area. 

Ch am be r  Board : 

Meeting held at 6:30 

pm on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

City of Nyssa Council 

Chambers. 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be re-

published or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

permission from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture. 

Community Information 

Submissions for About Town should be 

sent to  
 

nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com 
 

 by the 15th of each month.  

Late submissions or anonymous submis-

sions will NOT be accepted. 

Luis and Sheena Cisneros 

We reached new 
highs for  

watering the 
flowers! 

-Amy and Wyatt 
Wood 



 

Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 
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CITY OF NYSSA EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER 
  

JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 
  

SGT. GREG ARMENTA 

Treasure Valley Reload Center Funding Approved 

     SALEM – In a unanimous 5-0 vote, the Oregon Transporta-

tion Commission approved funding for the Treasure Valley 

Reload Center on Thursday. 

     The center will transport products, mainly onions to start, 

from eastern Oregon to customers throughout the United 

States. Currently, the majority of onions grown in the area 

are shipped via truck and consumed on the east coast.  

     The approval from the commission comes after three 

years since the initial idea. Under House Bill 2017, the State 

of Oregon approved spending for two rail centers, one on 

each side of the state. Under the guidance of the Malheur 

County Development Corporation, a center in Nyssa was 

proposed. 

     “This center was approved due to the hard work of the 

board of MCDC and the support of the Malheur County 

Court,” said Greg Smith, director of Malheur County Eco-

nomic Development and board member. “The onion indus-

try has been behind this project since the inception and has 

been great. We thank all our partners in this and the public 

standing behind us.” 

     Smith said the process for approval was long, but neces-

sary. 

     “The commission and the Oregon Department of Trans-

portation were very cautious in the use of taxpayer dollars,” 

Smith said. “Rightfully so, we proved the viability of the pro-

ject and the need for it in the eastern part of the state. We 

thank the commission for asking the tough questions and 

allowing us to prove the project.” 

     Board member Grant Kitamura said the rail facility is the 

answer to a long term problem facing local producers. 

     “We have faced transportation problems for years and a 

shortage of methods in delivering our product,” Kitamura 

said. “This rail facility ensures the onion industry will be able 

to continue delivering the product for years to come. It is a 

guarantee for the next generation of onion producers in Or-

egon and Idaho.” 

Malheur County Commissioner Larry Wilson attended the 

hearing and has been working on the project since the be-

ginning. 

     “This is a big step forward for Malheur County,” Wilson 

said. “The board has been tremendous in forwarding this 

project and I also want to thank Greg Smith and Malheur 

County Economic Development for the all their hard work. 

So many people have thousands of hours over the last 

three years into making today successful.” 

     With the selection completed, the project now goes for-

ward with design and contracts with multiple parties. 

     “We have a tremendous amount of work to do in the 

next few months,” said Smith. “This is an exciting time for all 

of Malheur County and beyond. The reload facility is a re-

gional success, one to be used by businesses beyond the 

Oregon border. We are excited for the day the first shovel 

of dirt will be turned.” 

     Those working on the Treasure Valley Reload Center 

gather after the Oregon Transportation Commission voted 

unanimous approval to fund the project. 
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Hero Day 2019 Celebrate our Teachers 

     Hero Day 2019 will be held from 5-8pm on Tuesday, Au-

gust 6 at the Nyssa Library. This year, the heroes to be hon-

ored will be Nyssa School District Teachers. There will be live 

music, food, games and an opportunity to donate school 

supplies for the newly created district school supply closet. 

Items needed include the following: 

 Elementary School – wide rule paper, pencils, band 

 aids, Kleenex, sweats, underwear, socks 

 Middle School – blue/black ink pens, ear buds, col

 lege rule paper 

 High School – blue/black ink pens, 100 page spiral 

 notebooks 

     Funds raised from the sale of food items will go toward 

purchasing school supplies. This is a family friendly event, 

with all ages invited to attend.  

     If you would like to help out, contact Faith Adams at the 

Nyssa Library, Susan Barton at 541-372-5455 or Jewell Maine 

at 208-674-2353. 

Andrew Enders was selected for the  

Oregon All State 8th Grade Football Team. 
     This is the second year for Enders to be chosen to play for Team Oregon. 

Young men from all over the state are chosen by an All State Committee and 

then have the opportunity to compete against the best 8th graders in the 

state. Enders says “last year he was a little nervous going to the University of Or-

egon and playing but with one year under his belt he went in this year with a 

lot more confidence.” Just last month Enders competed at The Oregon State 

University in Corvallis and was named Team Captain by his teammates. 

     Enders is headed into his Freshman year at Nyssa High School and is looking 

forward to playing football this Fall. 

     From the Chamber:  Please send any and all kids events and achievements 

to nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com.  We want to celebrate them! 

change (noun) – the act or instance of making or becoming different 

It’s time! 
 

 

 = 

   

 

 
 

 

Submitted by Val Roland 

     After 4 years on Main Street I have decided to close the doors at Sassy Sisters Screen Printing.  The growth and support 

that has been given while on Main has been amazing and I am most grateful for the opportunity to have served and 

been a part of this community.  Unfortunately, with time comes change and it is time.  Though I won’t be right on Main 

Street anymore, I AM still here, and I AM still offering all the same services and even more.  I’m excited to announce the 

rebranding of Sassy Sisters Screen Printing to Positive Threads Custom Designs!  I won’t be far, and I look forward to the 

new and exciting changes coming.  I thank you all for the business and the time that we’ve shared, and I look forward 

to the future of  
 

Positive Threads Custom Designs! 

208-869-0759 | positivethreadsdesigns@gmail.com 

mailto:nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com
mailto:positivethreadsdesigns@gmail.com
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Susan Barton 
 

     The 19th Thunderegg Days Quilt Show was viewed by 

over 400 people! With 60 items to view, each an amazing 

work of art, visitors to the show had a lot to enjoy. The Peo-

ple’s Choice award was just one of 5 awards presented. 

The winner of the People’s Choice award was Kathleen 

White who entered a fun and nostalgic red pickup, Santa 

winter scene quilt. The Mayor’s choice went to Brenda 

Grout’s beautiful iris quilt, the Chamber Board chose a 

black and red “Potato Chip” quilt made by Karla Palmer. 

Business of the Year A&W/Fraham Farms chose Gabriel 

Knickerbocker’s Buffalo quilt and Citizen of the Year, Wyatt 

and Amy Wood chose Erica Jossi’s grey, orange and teal 

quilt. Thank you to everyone who shared their beautiful 

items.  There were 60 items on display (last year we had 

64). 

     A number of volunteers helped with set up, take down 

and monitoring the show. Like so many events, the quilt 

show would not happen without volunteers. Thank you to 

everyone involved with the show! 

     Among those visitors was a very young man, the young-

est visitor to the show. And, among those helpers were two 

little ladies who were big helpers. Pictures attached. 

Thunderegg Days Quilt Show 

People’s Choice Award Business of the Year Choice Award Chamber Choice Award Mayor’s Choice Award 

Citizen of the Year Choice Award The Youngest Visitor Little Helpers 
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We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 

 

  

541-372-2222 

Malheur Drug Inc. 
424 Main Street      Nyssa, Oregon 97913 

“In the heart of pheasant country” 

  
Nyssa Gardens 

Assisted Living Facility 
April Aldred 

Administrator 
 

 

 

 1101 Park Ave.                         Phone:  541-372-4024 

Nyssa, OR  97913                       Fax: 541-372-0126 

Malheur County Junior Livestock Association Sale 

ADD-ON FORM 

Entity or Individual Making the Add-On 

________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address (Required) 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number 

_______________________________ 

Animal or Individual to Receive the Add-On: 

Name Amount 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

TOTAL $ 
 

Signature (Required):________________________________________ 

Person’s signature on this line guarantees and is responsible for payment to the Malheur 
County Junior Livestock Sale for the amount of this add-on.  Add-on’s should be paid at the time 
of sale, or first billing. Payments can be dropped off at the sale office on the day or the sale 
or taken in or mailed by August 10th to: 

The Nichols Accounting Group - 230 N Oregon St. Ontario, OR 97914 
Questions- Please call Helen Thomas (541) 216-1374 or  
The Nichols Accounting Group (541-881-1433 

 

Thank you for your support of the 

Malheur County 4-H & FFA Members! 

 

C
U

T 
M

E
 O

U
T 

A
N

D
 S

E
N

D
 M

E
 I
N

! 



New Business Spotlight 
 

Name: Nyssa Mercantile 
 

Liz Haun – Owner/Manager 

Robin Haun – Manager 
 

Story behind the name: 
     I wanted to give the store a name that would show the community that this is “their” store.  I love the word 

Mercantile because it alludes to the good old days when you could find everything that you needed in your 

small town community, everything was locally owned and everyone supported each other. 

     I was inspired to breathe life back into this place on Main Street here in Nyssa and restore it to its original pur-

pose, also to continue the family business.  I will be the 3rd generation of hardware store owners in my family. 

 

The Hours will be Monday – Saturday 7am – 6pm 
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 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 

Don’t Forget to “Patronize” These Local Businesses 



Good Food ~ Cold Beer 
~Here or to Go~ 

541-372-2008 
2653  Lytle Blvd.  Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

 

498 Columbia Avenue 
Nyssa, OR 97913 

541-372-5555 

Storage & RV Parking w/Daily, Weekly, Monthly Rates 

 

Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 
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 Malheur Memorial Health Clinic 

410 Main Street 

Nyssa, Oregon 

541-372-2211 
 

 

Discount/sliding fee 

Scale available. Lab 

Work, X-ray, CDL and 

sports physicals. 

 

www.malheurmemorial.com 

Back to School! 



PAGE 11 ISSUE 182  

 

 

 
 

SREDA Board Meeting 

July 2, 2019 

Payette Senior Center, Payette, Idaho 

 

Directors and Members present: Dan Cummings, Riley Hill, Andy Oyervides, 

John Breidenbach, Dan Greig, Sandy Hemenway, Adam Brown, Patrick 

Nauman, Cathy Yasuda, Jeff Williams, Bob Komoto Georgia Hanigan, Tam-

mie Boven, Angie Goodwin, Jennifer Huff, Kathy Patrick, Karie Boone, Laura 

Gross, and Tina Newsome 

Chairman Patrick Nauman called the meeting to order at 7:07 a.m.  

Patrick welcomed everyone to the Tuesday meeting.  

Introductions of Attendees:  Chairman Nauman asked everyone 

present to introduce themselves and the business or entity they were repre-

senting. This month’s meeting was held at the Payette Senior Citizens Cen-

ter, where we enjoyed some delicious fresh homemade cinnamon rolls.  

Approval of the June 4, 2019 Board Minutes:  Chairman Nauman 

then asked if anyone had any questions or corrections to the June minutes 

as emailed out.  Hearing none, Chairman Nauman asked for a motion to 

approve the minutes. Tina Newsom made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented, second by John Breidenbach.  The motion passed unani-

mously. 

Chairman Nauman then asked for the Financial Report which was 

presented by Sandy Hemenway.  

Sandy went over in detail the financial snap shot for the month of 

June discussing balances at the end of the month in both the checking and 

money market accounts and total for month end.  Income for the month of 

June was $8,508.33. Total operational expenses for June were $6,921.72. 

Chairman Nauman asked if anyone had any questions on the financial re-

port.  Hearing none, a motion to approve by Dan Greig and seconded by 

John Breidenbach.  The motion passed unanimously.  

City and Community reports: 

City of Fruitland: Rick Watkins was on vacation so no report given.  

City of Payette: Mayor Jeff Williams reported that building permits 

were up 10% over last year and that the Montessa subdivision on the North 

end of town was progressing.  He noted that when the subdivision went into 

its second phase, they would have to annex and that a sewer lift station 

would need to be built. The life station will open up more property. He said 

that the City is still working on their motel project. 

Laura Gross informed us that their Farmers market will be starting 

soon and will be in operation every Tuesday from 4 to 7 PM. 

City of Ontario: City Manager Adam Brown stated that Ontario has 

launched their new website and encouraged everyone to check it out. He 

noted that the splash pad is in full operation and that the Rec District offi-

cially took over operation of that facility yesterday. He reminded us that the 

census is under a year away from starting and that all cities should have a 

“complete count” committee set up in preparation for that census, noting 

that it is very important that everyone be counted because it will affect 

many things for the next ten years, just as grant funding, census tract zones 

and more. He told us that Oregon survived the Cap and Trade Bill, mostly 

thanks to Senator Bentz, noting that Senate Republicans took some extreme 

measures to ensure the defeat of that bill. He also stated that the City has 

had a lot of economic activity lately, particularly in the area of East Idaho, 

but also around the city. 

Dan Cummings told us that a good portion of the activity was cen-

tered around the marijuana industry. He is working on 49 land use actions, 

and in a normal year there are about 20 to 25 land use actions, this year 

about half of the 49 actions are related to the marijuana industry.  Cum-

mings also indicated that he is getting a lot of interest in businesses relocat-

ing to the West side of town again. 

John Breidenbach reminded us of the 4th of July fireworks starting 

at 10:20 Thursday night. He also told us to put July 20 on our calendar for the 

Airport appreciation day.  As part of that event there will be a breakfast, car 

show, bike show and, of course, a fly in with aircraft on display. It will be a 

fun day with music and will wrap up at 2:00 PM. On the economic develop-

ment side, there will be a Governor’s marketplace roadshow at Four Rivers 

Cultural Center on July 25, so if you want to do work with the State of Ore-

gon government, you will want to come to that trade show that morning. 

John also reminded us that this is the Vale 4th of July rodeo with the suicide 

race at eight o’clock Friday night, so plan on their being a lot of traffic be-

tween Ontario and Vale. 

Cathy Yasuda stated that on the morning of the Fourth there will be 

a breakfast at the Ontario Fire Hall. This event is put on my Four Rivers 

Healthy Community. Breakfast is free for Veterans and children under five. 

The breakfast runs from 8 to 11. 

City of Weiser:  Chairman Patrick Nauman stated that the Ridley’s 

market new store project is moving along with a target opening date in Au-

gust. He noted that there have been a lot of inquiries about pad sites in ad-

jacent areas to the new store. There is also a potential motel project in the 

area. Nauman informed us that the Robert Weed Plywood Company has 

closed down their operation with only two weeks’ notice to employees. 

They are consolidating their operations into the Twin Falls facility. 

Weiser Community: Jennifer Huff, Weiser Chamber, reported that on 

the 4th there is a Breakfast at the community park at 7:00 AM, and then at 

10:30 they will have a Veterans march starting at the train depot and march 

up State Street. The mayor has arranged for a fly over about 11:30 AM in 

remembrance of a Veteran John Walker. In the evening, there will be a fire-

works show up at the golf course. The Weiser Valley roundup rodeos seventy 

fifth anniversary will be July 11-13 at the Weiser rodeo grounds. There will also 

be a goat roping event at Mann’s Creek Café July 13 at 7 pm. They are go-

ing to try and do that once a month. The last week of July and into the be-

ginning of August will be the Washington County Fair in Cambridge at the 

Fairgrounds. 

Chairman Nauman the reminded us that there will be many county 

fairs happening around that same time period. He noted that at the Wash-

ington County fair there will be a cake decorating contest. 

No reports for the cities of Nyssa, New Plymouth or Vale  

County: 

Payette County: Commissioner Georgia Hanigan reported that the 

county is reviewing some small rural subdivisions, working on property tax 

appeals and preparing for budget time. 

Washington County: Patrick indicated that they covered those ac-

tivities above. 

Malheur County: No report given, but some discussion on the gold 

mine and the permitting process with the county ensued.  

Executive Director Kit Kamo:  

SREDA presentations for this last period included the Payette County. Kit also 

met and visited with the mayor of Vale on several topics including some 

city land that might be available for potential projects. 

Kit attended the Four Rivers Charter School’s strategic planning process.  

Kit met with Rural Development Initiative (RDI) from western Oregon to dis-

cuss their BRE program for Rural Oregon.  

The Idaho Department of Commerce for the state’s Rural Economic Devel-

opment Professional grant program in the amount of $20,000 was ap-

proved. We are awaiting the MOU so that we can request the first 

$10,000. 

SREDA has submitted the request for payment from the Idaho Tourism for 

managing the Visitor Center. This is a once a year payment after July 1, 

the beginning of a new fiscal year for the state. 

SREDA did letters of support for lottery bonding for cities and counties in Ore-

gon. 

Kit worked with Energy Trust of Oregon and their local connections.  

Kit attended the Oregon Economic Development Association’s summer 

conference and training in Cottage Grove. Additionally, she participat-

ed in several conference board meeting calls. 

Projects: 

Project Salsa – BRE visit to their current site; updated progress; toured with 

Commerce. 

Project Wagon Wheel – worked with the local land owners on submitting 

their site for a state RFP.  

Project Evenstar – submitted building to the State of Idaho’s RPF. 

Project Adam – worked with the land owner, realtor, and DEQ on a few re-

maining issues. Owner is working with a bank and trying to finalize the 

bank’s corporate paperwork.  

Project Accurate – assisted in building search with local business that would 

like to expand.  

Project Fiber – working with a group on getting their community connected! 

Round Table Discussion: 

John Breidenbach reminded everyone that Senator Cliff Bentz will 

be speaking at the Ontario Area Chamber of Commerce meeting on Mon-

day. 

Chairman Nauman told us that Ridley’s is working on redeveloping 

their old lot downtown into future commercial space plus some community 

activity space. 

Karie Boone, Idaho State University Extension, spoke about the 

Community Food Assessment project. The assessment is looking at assets to 

promote local producers and farmers products and assess the underserved 

in the region. The program is moving forward and they are looking for more 

folks who might be interested in working on this. Please contact the Payette 

County Extension Office. 

Cathy Yasuda informed us that Treasure Valley Community Col-

lege’s summer and fall enrollment numbers are up! TVCC is also looking for 

someone on the Oregon side of the river to serve on the College Board. An-

yone interested can submit a letter to Gina Roper, the President’s assistant. 

Kathy Patrick, Payette City Councilwoman and director of the 

Payette Senior Center, reported that on August 2nd, the Payette Chamber 

will be having live music at Dillabaugh’s Floor Covering from 5 pm to 8 pm. 

The Payette Senior Center will be celebrating their 45th Anniversary on Satur-

day August 3rd from noon to 2 pm. 

Jeff Williams informed us that Waste Connections, the company 

that purchased Harding Sanitation, has now been awarded the bid to han-

dle waste collection for rural Ada County in Idaho. They will operate that 

service from their headquarters in Payette.  

Adam Brown mentioned that there will be a community forum, 

sponsored by the citizen’s coalition, July 17th, 6 pm. Discussion will include 

land use, budget, and more. 

Bob Komoto told us about upcoming events at the Four Rivers Cul-

tural Center, including a Garden sculpture exhibit, and another exhibit at 

the Harano gallery of narrative textiles made by Idaho refugee newcomers 

telling their story. He also spoke of several children’s theater events happen-

ing over the summer including the Missoula Children’s Theater.  The children 

will do “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” Saturday July 13th. There will be 

two Live After 5 events on July 10 and 24.  Kids Summer Ballet starts July 9 

and July 26th begins the Gail Greco watercolor exhibit. 

The August SREDA meeting will be held at the St Luke’s conference 

room, Fruitland, on the second floor, August 6, 7 am.  

Adjournment:  With no other business discussion, Chairman Nauman then 

adjourned the meeting at 7:42 a.m. and networking continued. 

Minutes prepared by Bob Komoto and Dan Greig, Co-Secretaries. 

 

 

Calendar of events: 

ALL meetings will be on the first Tuesday of the month unless otherwise 

 stated! 

August 6  Tuesday – SREDA Monthly meeting – St. Luke’s, Fruitland  

September 3 Tuesday – SREDA Monthly meeting – Teton Machine, 

   Payette 

September 7-14 Kit on vacation to the Oregon Coast 

September 27-30 Sand Sports Super Show, Pomona, CA  

October 2  SREDA Monthly meeting – Agile Homes, Fruitland 

October 15-16 Southwest Idaho Manufacture’s Alliance “2019 Made 

   Here” 

October 27-29 OEDA Annual conference – Salem 

November 5-7 IEDA Annual conference - Boise 

 

Check this 

out for local 

business and 

community 

updates  
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