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     The Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture is super excited and happy to be 

able to bring Thunderegg Days to Nyssa this year!  It has been questionable, and we 

have discussed, cussed, weighed, researched, asked for advice, and discussed it with 

City Council.  I am so happy to say…We Are Doing This Thing!!!  We have great supporters 

and volunteers to help us create a safe and fun event.  If you are like us, we’re ready for 

some of that good ‘ole community spirit we know Nyssa’s got!!! 

     I want to make a short comment regarding COVID-19 and then move on. :0) Everyone 

is aware of what is going on, so please do what’s best for you, stay home if you don’t feel 

well, and protect your neighbors.  We will do our BEST to make sure everyone is aware of 

the Oregon Health guidelines.  If for ANY reason you do not feel comfortable, please stay 

home! 

     We are so grateful we’re able to have Thunderegg Days in South Park this year.  The 

City has been very gracious, with precautions and safety measures of course, to let us 

use South Park for the event, which we feel will be a great venue!  Thanks to the City 

Council, Jim and the guys, and Chief Rau and his team for helping us work out the kinks 

to make sure we are safe and sane!  :0) 

     We will kick off the celebration on Thursday, July 9th, 12:00 pm with opening 

ceremonies on the Malheur Federal Credit Union Stage (MFCU) with the Boy Scouts 

presenting the flag and the National Anthem.  Vendors will also be open at this time. 

     The Nyssa Public Library will be presenting ‘Reading Rocks! Storytime’ on the MFCU 

Stage every day.  See the schedule of events for times!! 

     Thursday evening, come have dinner at our vendors. Then there will be an old-

fashioned ice cream social on the lawn of the Nyssa Christian Church (the Rock Church) 

with pie, ice cream, and root beer floats.  Sponsored by Lassiter Roofing, Umpqua Bank, 

and A & W.  I scream, you scream, we ALL scream for ice cream!!!  Come and enjoy!   

     Then, head over to the MFCU Stage for Unity in Action band with all kinds of feel good 

music. All of our bands this year are local!!  Self SmartID is an annual feature with Reggae-

Infused Ska Punk on Friday.  Poison Creek will bring some down-home old- fashioned 

country music on Saturday.  Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy the music all three nights! 

      Vendors will be open Friday and Saturday at 9:00 am.  We are coaching everyone to 

shop with your eyes.  Enjoy all the rock, craft, and food vendors! 

     Nyssa Renewal Community Assessment will be Friday morning at 9:00 am at the Nyssa 

Christian Church. This is the professional who is involved with Indian Creek in Caldwell.  If 

you have not visited Indian Creek, please do, it is great!  He says, ‘every community has 

the potential to be a thriving, sustainable, and desirable place to live, invest in and visit.”  

When he is done, we will have a comprehensive plan to get started for our community.  

We are very excited about his work and look forward to him sharing his expertise.  This is 

open to the public.  Seating is limited.  This is sponsored by the Chamber and our grant 

we secured from the Eastern Oregon Economic Border Board.   Thank you EOEBB!! 

     The Owyhee Riding Club is getting involved this year and having a Thunderegg Rodeo 

on Friday evening at the Oregon Trail Area. Check out their ad for all the details!!   

     Bring your blankets and/or lawn chairs for a family Movie in the Park on Friday at 

sundown sponsored by Eagle Eye Produce.  The movie will be The Sandlot. 

     The Thunder Run will be a color run this year and start at the Nyssa Christian Church 

Saturday at 9:00 am.  Bring the whole family for some fresh air and fun!! 

     The annual Thunder in the Streets Car Show will be Saturday.  Registration is at 8:00 am.  

This has been a huge success in past years, and we are looking forward to continued 

success!  It will be extra nice this year with all of the events in South Park. 

     We will end the event with Thunder in the Skies Fireworks show, presented by 

Homeland Fireworks and sponsored by amazing community members who never want to 

be named or recognized.  We will respect their wishes to not put their names here, so ask 

a board member, and we will give you a list of people we love!!!  You will not want to 

miss this!  It is going to be bigger and better than last year.  The fireworks will be set off at 

Oregon Trail Arena.  We will not be able to sit in the arena or in the grandstands so watch 

from your car or pickup beds.  Please do not block any roadways.  Parking will be on the 

North end of the rodeo grounds and you will want to make sure you have a good spot!  It 

will be exciting!!  Be sure to stay until the very end! Make sure to bring lawn chairs, 

blankets, stay hydrated and wash your hands!! 

     The two biggest factors that contribute to happiness around the world are a 

sense of community and frequent community celebrations. According to 

Erickson.edu 
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Please join us this year for The Thunder 

Run! This year’s run is a family fun color 
run on Saturday, July 11th, during 

Thunderegg Days!! Registration will be 

that morning at the Chamber booth 

at South Park. The run will begin at 
Nyssa Christian Fellowship (the rock 

church) at 9:00 am. Be sure to wear 

white, or light colors, so you can see 

the color powder on your clothes 

better. It will be fun for all ages so 

bring your whole family out! 

THUNDER RUN 2020 
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Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 
 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 1st Vice President 
 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

 2nd Vice President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

 Board Treasurer 
 

Ashlyn Olsen 
Country Corners Quilting 

Board Secretary 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works  

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

 

Trisha Stam 
Waldo Agencies 

 

Luis Cisneros 
Nyssa School District 

 

 

Nyssa Public Library 

319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Tuesday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

 

 
 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Chamber of Commerce 
105 Main Street,  

Nyssa, OR 97913 
 

Phone: 541-372-3091 

Fax: 541-372-9990 
 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

Mission: The Nyssa 

Chamber of Com-

merce and Agriculture 

was organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

the commercial, indus-

trial, farming, civic, 

and general interests 

of the City of Nyssa 

and its business area. 

Ch am be r  Board : 

Meeting held at 6:30 

pm on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

Waldo Conference 

Center. 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be re-

published or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

permission from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture. 
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Thunder in the Streets 2020 
The Thunder in the Streets Car & 

Tractor Show is coming!  Are you 

ready?  Do you have a classic 

beauty sitting in the shed or 

garage that wants to get out and 

be shown off for a day?  Come 

down and be part of an event that 

has grown bigger every year!  

There will be one of a kind awards 

and prizes, as well as all the usual 

fun stuff!  If you don't have a car or 

tractor to show off, 

come down and envy 

your neighbors.  Registration starts at 8 am, show starts at 10 

am and ends at 2 pm.  We can't wait to see you there!  

Poison Creek Band is… 
     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
       

     JJ Maxwell of Adrian. He has been playing guitar and singing country 

and rock music for years. He’s also been cowboying for years along 

with Jesse Olsen, who also plays guitar in the band. 

     On lead guitar is J.R. Lawing, who has played nationally and 

internationally with the likes of Gregg Allman, Ike Turner, Spencer Davis, 

Andy Griggs, and many more. 

     The Wheeler brothers Eddie and AJ make up the rhythm section of 

bass and drums. They have played and recorded throughout the west 

and both lead worship music here in the Treasure Valley. 

     There are also many guest players with Poison Creek Band. 

The perfect band for your western gathering!  

Self SmartID  
  

Band Members 

Bryce Van Zelf- Bass/Lead Vox 

Josh De Anda- Guitar/Vox 

Jaime Grimaldo- Guitar/Vox 

Ryan Moody- Drums 

  

     4 dudes playing Reggae-

Infused Ska Punk Music. Born 

and raised in Nyssa, Oregon. 

We take pride hailing from the 

"Thunderegg Capital" of the 

world! We love music and how it brings people together at shows. 

Spread the word! 

Formed in 2009, Self SmartID is comprised of former members of prior 

Nyssa, Oregon bands such as IP-Address, Lethal Troutabout Warriors, 

and Wetsock. Self SmartID blends their former bands genres to create a 

"Reggae-Infused Ska Punk" sound.  

     Self SmartID released a Self Titled EP back in 2011. Soon after the 

band was fortunate enough to open a regional show at the infamous 

Roxy Theater in Hollywood, California. 

Unity in Action 
Unity in Action is a collective group of musicians 

with the same purpose of using their talents to 

glorify God. Andrew Enders is the lead vocalist 

and rhythm guitar player. He is 16 and is going to 

be a Sophomore at Nyssa High School this year. 

Ryan Moody plays the guitar, drums and bass 

and this year at Thunderegg Days he will be playing the Lead Guitar. 

Ryan works at the Elementary School in Nyssa. Piper Malchow plays 

Piano and does vocals. She is going to be a Junior this year at Nyssa 

High School. Chris Garner is playing the Drums and enjoys being on the 

Worship Team at New Plymouth Assembly of God. 

Thunderegg Days 

Live Entertainment! 

#NyssaRocks2020 Rock Hunt  

Do you love to paint ROCKS?!  Do you love to hunt ROCKS?!   

All ages welcome!  Toddlers, teens, moms, dads and even grandparents 

can enjoy painting, hiding, and hunting together.  

Painters - 

− gather a few supplies (flat, smooth rocks, roughly 2-4 inches, acrylic 

paint, sealer, paint brushes) 

− decorate your rock — get as creative as you like 

− seal it 

− be sure to add #NyssaRocks2020 on the back 

− drop them off at 

− Cattle Drive Coffee and Grill 

− Eagle Eye Produce 

− Munk Family Dental   

− Simpli Balanced 

− Deadline is Monday, July 6 

− The more the merrier! 

 

Volunteers from Nyssa FFA and Nyssa Key Club will hide the rocks in 

various locations around town.  You never know where you might find 

one! 
 

When you find a rock: 

− post a picture of yourself with your rock to the Nyssa Chamber of 

Commerce Facebook page, remember to make it public! 

− don’t forget #NyssaRocks2020 

 

Every hour beginning Thursday, 1 pm to 8 pm and Friday and Saturday from 

10 am to 8 pm we will draw a winner at the Chamber booth.  Bring your 

rock with you to collect your prize! 

Prizes sponsored by Northwest Specialty Painting, Cattle Drive Coffee, and 

Munk Family Dental.  

 



 

 

Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 
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Walking in Unity in a Divided Nation 
Nikki Enders 

     Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world, Red and 

Yellow, Black and White, they are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the 

little children of the world. 

This was a familiar song sung by most children growing up - while writing 

this I paused to wonder why as adults have we stopped singing this 

song? As I reflected on the words it became clear that the message in 

the song is no less valuable or holds less truth than it did when I was a 

child but still the melody and the lyric is child like. 

     Interestingly that’s exactly what Jesus tells his disciples in the book of 

Matthew to replicate. In the passage Jesus’ disciples come to him and 

ask “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Jesus, after 

hearing their question calls a little child to him and has him stand before 

the disciples. Jesus said “I tell you the truth, unless you change and 

become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven, and whoever welcomes a little child in my name 

welcomes me.” 

     What we are facing in our nation today is a kingdom divided against 

itself. We see our nation falling apart at the seems under the pressure of 

what we are facing as a nation today, and again in the book of 

Matthew, chapter 12,  Jesus is teaching his disciples that he is Lord of 

the Sabbath and at the end of the chapter the Pharisees challenge 

Jesus by bringing a demon possessed, blind and mute man to him. Jesus 

responds to the Pharisees by healing this man. The Disciples and the 

Pharisees are both astonished that Jesus healed the man and more 

than that the Pharisees mouths dropped when he did it on the Sabbath. 

The Pharisees were trying to shrug off the miracle of the healing of the 

demon possessed, blind and mute man and trying to provoke Jesus 

they even said Jesus must be demon possessed himself. The Bible says 

Immediately Jesus said “Every kingdom divided against itself will be 

ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.” 

What Jesus was saying is that it would make no sense for Jesus to heal a 

demon possessed man if he himself was demon possessed - that in itself 

would be a kingdom divided against itself. 

     We live in the UNITED  States of America, but if we become divided 

over things such as race, gender, class and politics that we are no 

longer the UNITED States, we then become just the States of America. 

What makes the United States of America so great is the Unity we have 

when we come together. We will never all agree on everything but like 

that familiar song we sang as children….. Jesus loves the little 

children….. 

     Let us, as Christ followers, humble ourselves and become like little 

children who don’t notice the neighbors skin color or the politics that we 

each profess but let us choose to love the children of the world 

because that’s what Jesus did.   

     We are a great nation, but only if we stand united in faith 

through Jesus. “In his name the nations will put their hope.” 

          Matthew 12:21 

Popcorn and Caramel and Ice. Oh My! 
Ruston Munk, DDS 

     Summer is here! And what a weird start to 2020 

right?!?! If you and your kids are anything like mine, 

they are tired of being cooped up from the ‘Rona, 

Riots, and Rain and are so excited for all the fun that 

summer brings. They are looking forward to jumping 

through the sprinkler, riding bikes, swimming, and 

camping. At Munk Family Dental, we want you to live 

life to the fullest and enjoy the fun in the sun. We also 

want you to be healthy and happy. In this month’s article, I wanted to 

let you know about some things to watch out for. 

     One of the realities of summer-time fun is that we tend to stay up 

later to play games or watch movies. Every time we watch a movie my 

kids ask, “Can we have some popcorn? PLEASE!!!”. Envitibly, in every 

bag of popcorn we have the dreaded “Old Maids”.....or what we, at 

Munk Family Dental, like to call “Job Security”. :) Be careful not to 

chomp down hard or a visit to the dentist may be in your future. Also, 

those pesky popcorn husks find their way in between teeth so easily, 

causing irritation. 

     Staying up late might also include enjoying games with the family. 

Along with games, perhaps you may enjoy a little candy. Watch out for 

caramel! Caramel is delicious, I know. I love it too. It also happens to be 

one of the worst forms of candy there is. It is basically pure sugar and it’s 

super sticky. I’ve seen caramel candy pull crowns right off! So, keep 

that candy consumption to a minimum. 

     With the summer heat, it’s important to stay hydrated. So, don’t 

forget to drink plenty of water (notice I didn’t say pop). One bad habit I 

see now and then is crunching on ice cubes after the drink is gone. This 

is a really great idea if you enjoy cracked teeth. Long term, you will 

create little cracks in your back teeth and eventually you’ll hear a 

“Snap, crackle, pop” when biting down on your supper. So, do yourself 

a favor, avoid the ice crunching. 

     Stay safe and enjoy this beautiful summer. Go do something real fun 

with the family and make memories for years to come. And always 

remember to.....Dream Big. Smile Bigger. 
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La Esperanza no Muere  
Julieta Campuzano  

     Al ver  los eventos en este momento de la historia, se siente 

como un ataque de pánico interminable.  Enfermedades, 

desastres naturales, asesinatos, racismo, etc... A veces, 

puede parecer que la crisis es demasiado grande para que 

nada de lo que hagamos importe.  A veces, todo es tan 

urgente y abrumador y hay tanto por lo que deberías 

preocuparte que es más fácil ... no preocuparte. 

     También es la forma en que la cultura, en cierto nivel, nos 

habla a todos los que luchamos.  La idea de que nunca 

podemos trabajar lo suficiente o ser lo suficientemente 

buenos.  Lo mejor que puede hacer es adormecerse con las 

compras en línea y la televisión intentando no agotarse por 

completo antes de que el mundo lo haga.  Aceptando la 

impotencia antes de que se te imponga. 

     La depresión y la ansiedad están en aumento en todo el 

Mundo.  Sí, la depresión y la ansiedad son fenómenos 

fisiológicos, procesos químicos que ocurren en el cerebro.  

Pero eso no significa que estén todos en tu cabeza. La 

enfermedad mental es un fenómeno misterioso que florece 

espontáneamente en una mente enferma (si tu lo crees).  

El trauma y la depresión te roban  tu capacidad de imaginar.  

Incluyendo tu capacidad para imaginar una salida del trauma y la depresión.  

Incluyendo tu capacidad de imaginar cualquier cosa excepto "todos 

moriremos".  Lo cual es tan cierto como absolutamente inútil pensar en ello. 

La depresión no puede imaginar un futuro.  Cuando estás deprimido, cambiar 

tus circunstancias se siente imposible.  Salir de la cama y Cepillarse los dientes 

se siente imposible, especialmente si tu depresión es una respuesta a un trauma 

muy real, prolongado y a menudo continuo.  En este momento, lo que muchos 

de nosotros estamos experimentando es una especie de depresión mundial. Es 

fácil sentirse impotente.  Esto hace que la depresión sea increíblemente útil 

para aquellos que prefieren que te quedes sin hacer nada. 

No tengo una solución fácil y ordenada para nada de esto, Lo que sí sé es que 

la depresión miente.  También sé que los mismos músculos que se requieren 

para sobrevivir a un episodio de depresión son los músculos que se requieren 

para lo que se llama "resistencia" a esta corriente oscura actual.  Sí, se trata de 

esperanza, pero no de la forma en que a menudo hablamos de ella. 

     La esperanza no es tener pensamientos positivos.  La esperanza no es 

autoengaño.  La esperanza se aferra al bote salvavidas y las patadas, y braceo 

incluso cuando no se ve tierra cercana. La esperanza es un músculo.  Al igual 

que la mayoría de los músculos, al principio duele, pero se vuelve más fácil a 

medida que se fortalece, y se fortalece a medida que realiza más trabajo  y 

aparentemente inútil.  Es posible.  No es fácil.  Se necesita el tipo de trabajo, 

todos los días, de hacer lo que hay que hacer para cuidarse a sí mismo, a su 

comunidad, a su sociedad, incluso cuando te molesta tener que hacerlo y 

prefieres acostarte  durante cinco minutos o cinco meses o el resto  de tu vida.  

“Es tu decisión” Esa es *la esperanza*.  No es un estado de ánimo.  Es una 

acción.  Se comporta como si pudiera haber un futuro y no solo un futuro pero 

un buen futuro incluso cuando eso parece evidentemente ridículo. 

     La depresión es algo conocido en mi vida, He tenido momentos realmente 

bastante aterradores, especialmente años atrás afortunadamente tuve la 

bendición de contar con apoyo para sacarme de ellos: soy una persona 

hispana en un país extranjero .  Pero incluso con todo en contra, hubo personas 

cerca de mi cuando todo se puso tan mal... cuando casi todos estaban 

dispuestos a renunciar a mí.  Cuando estaba yo estaba lista  para renunciar a 

misma Puedo decir que la esperanza, la fe y el amor (1 corintios 13.13) 

permanecieron conmigo asta el final y me ayudaron a levantarme. 

     Dios nos dio una caja de herramientas estándar (la esperanza - la fe - el 

amor) La mayor parte implica repetidamente hacer cosas que realmente no 

quieres hacer y no puedes imaginar tener la energía para hacerlas siempre, 

desde  limpiar tu casa o dejar el alcohol o hacer ejercicio o tal vez pensar  en 

las necesidades de otras personas antes que las propias, sin quedar 

empantanado por tu propia vergüenza y culpa, y luego levantarte y volver a 

hacerlo.  No solo una vez, y no solo cuando te sientas listo, porque, créeme 

nunca te sientes listo.  Durante mucho tiempo no podrás ver más que unos 

pocos pasos por delante.  Eso está bien, siempre y cuando sigas caminando 

hacia adelante. 

     Eh Entendiendo que la lucha durará toda la vida.  Que habrá momentos en 

que la desesperación parece razonable, cuando el fracaso parece inevitable, 

pero en el camino, todavía habrá cosas buenas.  Atardeceres que apreciar, 

lugares por conocer, logros que celebrar.  Es demasiado pronto para darse por 

vencido.  

Lo que significa la esperanza, y lo que significa la recuperación, es levantarse 

todos los días con el pleno conocimiento de que no estamos solos y que todos 

moriremos en algún momento y aun así seguiremos luchando hacia adelante 

de todos modos.  Significa no escuchar las voces negativas de tu cabeza que 

creen que quedarse en la cama comiendo helado  es la mejor opción.  Y 

eventualmente, quizás pronto, probablemente no, las cosas cambian.  

Eventualmente, probablemente no hoy, te sientes mejor o diferente.  Eso es lo 

que es la esperanza.  Eso es.  Eso es todo.  Es una herramienta de parte de Dios 

que está ahí si ahí dentro de ti y permanece para siempre...  

     En momentos como estos, la esperanza es más que necesaria hacer la 

declaración básica de que tu propia vida es tan importante como la de 

cualquier otra persona. Cuando el mundo constantemente te dice que no eres 

digno de amabilidad o de perdón o de Alguna cosa buena  debido a quién o 

qué hiciste, ser amable contigo mismo. da miedo.  Y es agotador tener que 

sentir cosas todo el tiempo.  Y algunas personas prefieren cobijarse con la 

cobija de mentiras reconfortantes o encogerse bajo su propio miedo. Porque 

algunas personas han perdido la esperanza. Pero no tú no y yo tampoco. Y 

cuando hayas sobrevivido a todo lo que tu propia mente tiene para ti, vivir  el 

mundo y tratar de cambiar las cosas que están mal se sentirá un poco más 

factible.  No será fácil  Pero nunca se sabe, podríamos ganar. Dios nos dio 

herramientas…  

1 corintios 13.13 Ahora, pues, permanecen estas tres virtudes: la fe, la esperanza 

y el amor. Pero la más excelente de ellas es el amor. 

Hope Does Not Die 
Julieta Campuzano  

     Seeing the events at this point in history, it feels like an 

endless panic attack.  Illnesses, natural disasters, murders, 

racism, etc ... Sometimes, it may seem that the crisis is too big 

for anything we do to matter.  Sometimes everything is so 

urgent and overwhelming and there is so much you should 

worry about that it's easier ... not to worry. 

      It is also the way that culture, on some level, speaks to all 

of us who fight.  The idea that we can never work enough or 

be good enough.  The best you can do is go to sleep with 

online shopping and TV trying not to run out completely 

before the world does.  Accepting powerlessness before it 

takes over. 

 Depression and anxiety are on the rise worldwide.  Yes, 

depression and anxiety are physiological phenomena, 

chemical processes that occur in the brain.  But that doesn't 

mean they are all in your head.  Mental illness is a mysterious 

phenomenon that flourishes spontaneously in a sick mind (if 

you believe it). 

 Trauma and depression rob you of your ability to imagine.  

Including your ability to imagine a way out of trauma and 

depression.  Including your ability to imagine anything except 

"we will all die."  Which is as true as it is absolutely useless to think about it. 

     Depression cannot imagine a future.  When you are depressed, changing 

your circumstances feels impossible.  Getting out of bed and brushing your teeth 

feels impossible, especially if your depression is a response to very real, 

prolonged, and often ongoing trauma.  Right now, what many of us are 

experiencing is a kind of global depression.  It is easy to feel helpless.  This makes 

depression incredibly helpful for those who prefer to be left idle. 

     I don't have an easy and neat solution to any of this. What I do know is that 

depression lies.  I also know that the same muscles that are required to survive 

an episode of depression are the muscles that are required for what is called 

"resistance" to this current dark current.  Yes, it is about hope, but not the way 

we often talk about it. 

     Hope is not having positive thoughts.  Hope is not self-deception.  Hope clings 

to the lifeboat and kicks, and I arm even when no land is seen nearby.  Hope is 

a muscle.  Like most muscles, it hurts at first, but it gets easier as you get stronger, 

and it gets stronger as you get more work done and seemingly useless.  It's 

possible.  Is not easy.  It takes the kind of work, every day, to do what needs to 

be done to take care of yourself, your community, your society, even when it 

bothers you to do so and you prefer to go to bed for five minutes or five months 

or  rest of your life.  "It is your decision" That is * hope *.  It is not a state of mind.  

It's an action.  It behaves as if there could be a future and not just a future but a 

good future even when that seems obviously ridiculous. 

     Depression is a familiar thing in my life. I have had really quite scary moments, 

especially years ago. Fortunately, I was blessed to have support to get me out 

of them: I am a Hispanic person in a foreign country.  But even with everything 

against it, there were people close to me when everything got so bad ... when 

almost everyone was willing to give up on me.  When I was there I was ready to 

give it up. I can say that hope, faith and love (1 Corinthians 13.13) stayed with 

me until the end and helped me to get up. 

     God gave us a standard toolkit (hope - faith - love). Most of it involves 

repeatedly doing things you really don't want to do and can't imagine having 

the energy to do them forever, from cleaning your house to quitting alcohol or  

exercising or maybe thinking about other people's needs before your own, 

without getting bogged down by your own shame and guilt, and then getting 

up and doing it again.  Not just once, and not just when you feel ready, 

because, believe me, you never feel ready.  For a long time you will not be able 

to see more than a few steps ahead.  That's fine as long as you keep walking 

forward. 

      Understanding that the fight will last a lifetime.  That there will be times when 

despair seems reasonable, and when failure seems inevitable, but along the 

way, there will still be good things.  Sunsets to appreciate, places to meet, 

achievements to celebrate.  too early to give up. 

 What hope means, and what recovery means, is getting up every day with the 

full knowledge that we are not alone and that we will all die at some point and 

still continue to fight forward anyway.  It means not listening to the negative 

voices in your head that believe that staying in bed eating ice cream is the best 

option.  And eventually, maybe soon, probably not, things change.  Eventually, 

probably not today, you feel better or different.  That is what hope is.  That's.  

That is all.  It is a tool from God that is there if there within you and remains 

forever ... 

      At times like these, hope is more than necessary to make the basic 

statement that your own life is as important as anyone else's.  When the world 

constantly tells you that you are not worthy of kindness or forgiveness or 

Something good because of who or what you did, be kind to yourself.  it's scary.  

And it's exhausting having to feel things all the time.  And some people prefer to 

cover themselves with the blanket of comforting lies or shrink under their own 

fear.  Because some people have lost hope.  But not you, not me either.  And 

when you have survived all that your own mind has for you, living the world and 

trying to change things that are wrong will feel a little more doable.  It won't be 

easy But you never know, we could win.  God is with us. 

     1 Corinthians 13.13 Now, then, these three virtues remain: faith, hope, and 

love.  But the greatest of these is love. 
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Kevin Draper, Summer School High/Middle School Principal 
     Although the Coronavirus has created setbacks in 

our education system for a few months now, it has 

not dampened Nyssa School District’s determination 

to ensure that its students receive the best 

educational support they can get.  This is in part 

because of Dr. Johnson’s continued emphasis on meeting the needs of 

our local migrant population as well as the countless hours that summer 

school supervisor Gabe Fuentes and his staff have put in to make sure 

our students get the educational support they need to close the 

achievement gap and increase student performance.  As summer 

school principal over the middle and high school level students, I have 

been able to witness first-hand how much the leadership, teachers, 

instructional assistants and other Nyssa School District staff go out of their 

way to help our kids.  

     In the past two weeks, I have seen Mr. Fuentes and his staff work 

extra hours in the evening to help parents and kids get registered for 

summer school which has enabled us to reach and provide service for 

over 240 children.  I have had teachers learn and implement new 

programs so students could access online materials and instruction 

easier.  Along with this, teachers and IA’s go on weekly drives to 

students’ homes to connect with them and make sure all is well.  I have 

had instructional assistants organize supplies, design driving routes, and 

make phone calls to stay in constant contact with students and to help 

our weekly visits with families run smoothly.  Finally, I have seen 

maintenance and custodial staff work constantly to ensure that our 

facilities are clean and maintained while teachers use them.  They have 

been more than cooperative to allow us to use our rooms during the 

summer even though they may have to work longer to get ready for fall 

classes.   

     Nyssa School District and the people that work here continually 

impress me because they really care about the students they serve.  

Often times I have had kids move in from other areas and say they 

never want to leave because it feels different here.  That’s the truth.  It 

does feel different in Nyssa schools.  There is a different feeling here 

because Nyssa School District employees go out of their way to change 

students’ lives.  So, in the end a virus isn’t going to be able to hold Nyssa 

School District back and for that reason, I am thankful for this 

opportunity I have had to work with our wonderful staff during this 

summer school session.     

CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT THROUGH SUMMER SCHOOL 
Gabe Fuentes, Migrant Program Supervisor 

From the Migrant Program Supervisors view: 

     Kevin hit on great points in his write up.  As a Migrant team, we are 

trying to emphasize the importance of this year’s Summer School more 

than any other year in recent memory.  Traditionally our brick and 

mortar Summer School is utilized to help our Migrant students make the 

necessary academic gains in the summer to be at grade level when the 

regular school resumes in the fall.  However, due to the nationwide 

disruption in education we were fearful that our Migrant students would 

fall even farther behind due to their lack of resources.   Internet, laptops, 

meals, and language appropriate pandemic information were just a 

handful of the obstacles we knew our families would encounter.   As 

Kevin mentioned, our District was ahead of the game a bit with all the 

students having access to technology.  The District also did a 

phenomenal job collaborating with Sparklight in order to provide 

internet service for those families who were in the coverage area.  The 

District went one-step further and secured T-Mobile hot spots for those 

families who lived out of the Sparklight coverage area.  All of those 

forward thinking moves made the planning for Summer School much 

easier. 

     As a Migrant program, we rely on families and our Parent Advisory 

Committee (PAC) for guidance on how to effectively support families.  

Our Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) plays a key role in determining 

the obstacles our Migrant families will encounter during distance 

learning.  They helped give us the insight necessary to make distance 

learning successful for our Migrant families.  We met with the PAC on 

May 17th to discuss our plan for Summer School implementation; they 

echoed many of the issues identified by the District and were a valuable 

resource in spreading the importance of Summer School for our Migrant 

families.  During the meeting, our parents made it very clear they were 

appreciative of the teachers/support staff who went above and 

beyond the call of duty to help their children’s education during these 

unprecedented times.   

     Thanks to Kevin Draper and Scott Rodman for taking on such an 

unpredictable role this summer and doing it with a big heart.  A special 

Thanks to all the teachers and instructional assistants who have taken 

the extra time this summer to support our Migrant Families. 

Nyssa High School Agricultural Educator and FFA Advisor, 

Chad Cruickshank was named Outstanding Teacher for 2020 

by his peers in the Oregon Agriculture Teacher's Association 

at the 2020 "Virtual" Annual Conference.  This program 

distinguishes NAAE members who are at the pinnacle of their 

profession - those who are conducting the highest quality 

agricultural education programs.  The award recognizes 

leadership in civic, community, agriculture/agribusiness and 

professional activities.  Mr. Cruickshank will go on to compete 

at the Region I NAAE Conference next spring.  

Congratulations  

Mr. Cruikshank! 
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SIGNING 
THEIR NAME ON THE DOTTED LINE 

     The majority of my memories from childhood are either at a wresting 

tournament or in the wrestling room. The wrestling room is really a home away 

from home for me.  It is a place that I can go to just let everything melt away.  

Wrestling has taught me so many hard life lessons that I’m not even going to try 

and put it all into words.  I’ll just share a few thoughts that are important to me.  

     Wrestling has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember.  Its 

greatest gift is that it has given me another family.  On my desk for as long as I 

can remember is a picture of my father, myself, and one of his high school 

wrestlers.  I was not a year old when this picture was taken, but I 

now know this young man as my brother.  There are videos of him 

carrying me around at tournaments and practices just so I could 

be with the boys.  Luis and his wife Sheena are just one example 

of the gifts I have earned by persevering in a sport that demands 

discipline and sacrifice.  There are many more stories of my 

journey in this sport that could be told by going through pictures of past wrestling teams at Nyssa.  I have grown up 

with these men and in the pictures that hang on my wall.  Wrestling has revealed both my strengths and flaws on 

too many occasions.  My failures in the sport have revealed what I need to improve in order for me to be 

successful, not just in the sport but in life.  When I was a little kid, I earned a shirt that the coaches gave the high 

school boys that read, “I AM THE EXCUSE.”  I have come to understand that it has two meanings; depending upon 

who you choose to be.  You can honor your excuses and that is who you will become, or you can be the reason for 

someone else to honor their own excuses.  I wore it at every match I wrestled in high school, and it was what I said 

out loud before I stepped on the mat and said I love you to my dad.  Being the excuse and being “that guy” that 

no one wants to wrestle has always been my goal.   

     I plan on attending Stanford University and majoring in bioengineering. While I believe my high school career has 

been successful, I hope to take the lessons I have learned growing up in Nyssa and expand them into a more 

impressive skill set and outcome. I plan on wrestling at the next level and continuing in pursuing my goals of 

success.  

ELIJAH CLEAVER - STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

Signed 

I don’t have much history with wrestling. I wrestled for half the season of my 8th grade year and thought it wasn’t for 

me. At the time in my head I thought I was going to be a D1 basketball player standing at a whopping 5’4” the 

following year I had some outstanding junior and senior friends that ultimately convinced me to wrestle and sure I 

got beat up more often than not as a freshman, we can’t all be Elijah Cleaver, but at the end of my season I ended 

up placing fourth at the state tournament. That was like a spark that ignited my passion to wrestle. Not only do I like 

wrestling because it’s one of the most respected sports amongst people, but our town truly supports our wrestlers 

and has the right to do so based on our accomplishments in the program. The reason I love wrestling is because 

although it is a team sport when you’re on the mat your teammates are not there helping nor is your coach 

going to wrestle for you, its just you and the other guy trying to beat each other up and that’s where you get 

to see all your hard work pay off that you had done the week prior to prepare for the tournament or dual. All 

the meal prepping, running, lifting weights, going hard in the mat room, and skipping out on the occasional 

cookie. It all boils down to you and if you lose there's really no one else to blame but yourself. Sophomore year 

I ended up taking fourth again and although it stung a little it was better than not placing. My junior year is 

when I had the most growth, by far one of my best years in terms of growth however the results just weren’t 

there, I did not place at the state tournament. Senior year rolls around and I have a fire in my eyes, my fellow 

classmate Adam Simpson being a one time state champ and Elijah being a two time state champ makes me 

hungry for a title of my own. I started getting interest from community colleges as well as coaches 

recommending me to colleges they feel would be a good fit. I decided to reach out to Eastern Oregon 

University and attend one of their duals to meet the coach. Eastern is close to home where I can visit 

whenever I’d like yet far enough to meet new people as well as a program that is definitely on the up. I 

wrestled 126 most my senior year, but decided to bump up to 133 for state, I ended up taking 2nd due to my 

lack of focus however a loss is a loss, but those setbacks don’t make me who I am . If anything just motivates 

me even more, at this point I was dead set that I wanted to compete in college and soon enough I get a call 

from Eastern as well as NIC the same day. I thought Eastern was a good choice since the beginning of the 

season so now I’m taking my talent and relentless mentality over to Eastern and representing Nyssa at the next 

level. 

RAUL RUIZ - EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 

Last July, I decided that I wanted to join the military, and I had my sights set on a 

certain branch. I wanted to join the Navy and enter into the SEAL pipeline. Although 

it is something I thought would have been awesome, I soon came to realize that 

even if I made it through the grueling training, it would leave me with no real life job 

skills for the civilian sector. I decided to become an Aviation Structural Mechanic to 

gain transferable skills that I can use in life after the Navy. I ship out  August 11th for 

basic training in Great Lakes, Michigan. 

ADAM SIMPSON - US NAVY 
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Among the other sports I’ve participated in softball has held 

a special place in my heart since tee-ball. Through softball, I 

had the opportunity to play in Italy, meet lifelong friends, 

learn the importance of work ethic, and experience the 

tough love the game has to offer. Softball taught me how to 

set difficult goals and how to achieve them regardless of the blood, sweat, and bruises. Maybe 

it was the challenge, or maybe it was the moments of pure bliss after a win that I fell in love 

with. I knew in seventh grade that I wanted  to pursue softball in college so from then on I 

played with competitive softball teams and practiced countless hours to prepare myself for the 

next level. As a softball player for Nyssa High School I was awarded Most Valuable Infielder 

twice, 1st Team All EOL Infield twice, 2nd Team All EOL Infield, 1st Team All State Utility, and our 

team’s Hot Bat Award (highest batting 

average) twice. Last fall I made a trip 

across the country to Salem 

International University for a campus visit and team practice. I felt so comfortable and at 

home that I knew it was a perfect fit for me academically and athletically. Shortly after my 

visit I officially committed to further my education and softball career there. Softball has 

given me so many memories, opportunities, and friendships that I know I wouldn’t have 

been able to experience elsewhere. Without the example my older sisters set for me in 

preparing for college athletics, or the support and unconditional love from my parents, 

however, I wouldn’t have accomplished half of it. My coaches and teammates also 

played a huge role in my recruiting process. Thank you to all of them for being honest with 

me and pushing me to surpass limits I didn’t know I had. It is a group effort to get one 

athlete the collegiate exposure they need and I am extremely grateful to everyone who 

helped make this possible for me.  

SYRIAH TRUJILLO - SALEM UNIVERSITY 

NHS KEY CLUB 

  Nyssa High School Key Club was honored to award their first ever In Love & Service 

Scholarship in the amount of $605 to Elizabeth Pascacio. Elizabeth has shown great 

leadership amongst her peers and proudly serves her community through Key Club and her 

church. Elizabeth plans on attending either TVCC to complete her Associates Degree or 

attend Oregon State University. Congratulations Elizabeth! 

 NHS Key Club would like to thank all those that donated their cans/bottles for 

recycling. All money raised through our recycling efforts made this scholarship possible. If 

you would like to learn how you can donate your recyclable items for future In Love & 

Service Scholarships, please contact Megan Glenn at mglenn@nyssasd.org or Tara Hartley 

at thartley@nyssasd.org  

BURN OUT CANCER  

RAFFLE WINNERS 

     NHS Key Club was honored 

to deliver the Burn out Cancer 

firepits to their winners:    

Dennis Savage and Oscar  

Martinez.  

     NHS Key Club would like to 

t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  w h o 

entered/donated to support 

two local families. They would 

also like to thank Mr. Hyde and 

the NHS TVT Welding program 

students for their time and 

hard work to make these 

specialized firepits.  
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Nyssa FFA Participates in 2020 Malheur County 

Jr. Livestock Committee Virtual Auction 
     Due to the cancellation of the 2020 Malheur County Fair, which hosts the annual Livestock Sale supporting the many FFA and 4-H students 

throughout the region who have invested in their Supervised Agricultural Experience projects, the Livestock Sales Committee has arranged a Virtual 

Auction. The 2020 Malheur County Jr. Livestock Sales Committee Virtual Auction starts Wednesday, July 15 and will begin closing at noon on Friday, 

July 31, 2020. A random sale order will be created for each species and animals will sell by the head and not by weight. All market animals will be 

weighed upon delivery and if an animal does not meet the specified sale weight, the sale will be forfeited and the money returned to the buyer. 

Bid online at: https://www.jbsauctions.com/ 

  

Nyssa FFA Members participating in the Virtual Auction include: 

Beef: Ronaldo Bueno, Bryan Flores, Kayno Flores, Austin Romans, Spencer Romans, and Orin Stipe 

Dairy: Marly Ausman 

Goat: Dylan Robins 

Sheep: Shannon McLeod-Ayarza and Brady Cooper 

Swine: Porter Carlton, Zachary Dougherty, Britain Hartley, Carson Hartley, Jacey Hartley, London Hartley, Megan Ward, Jaynee Schulthies, and 

Kailani Schulthies. 
 

     Please consider supporting our students in the Virtual Auction, we are proud to highlight their hard work and give buyers and community 

members a glimpse of animals available for bidding during the sale through these spotlights. While today’s COVID-19 situation is prohibiting us from 

having our annual Malheur County Fair, it will not stop us from having a sale and supporting our hard-working Nyssa FFA Exhibitors. More information 

will be shared @NyssaFFA on Facebook and Instagram as sale time nears. 

https://www.jbsauctions.com/
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Nyssa High School Update 
Mr. Jackman, Nyssa High School Principal 

As students are enjoying their summer vacation the persistent question in 

the back of their minds is whether or not they will be able to return to regular 

school in the fall as we begin the 2020-2021 school year. Meanwhile at 

Nyssa School District our administrators are busy problem solving on how to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 and keep students healthy and safe while 

also addressing the academic, social, and emotional needs of our youth. 

The Oregon Health Authority and Oregon Department of Education 

recently released a document for schools titled, “Ready Schools, Safe 

Learners” with guidelines, restrictions, and recommendations on how to 

meet this challenge. The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) is 

requiring all schools to develop and submit a plan referred to as an 

operational blueprint that meets requirements that include social distancing 

including six foot spacing of desks in each classroom, wellness checks as 

students arrive each day, contact tracing to identify possible exposure, and 

sanitation requirements. Schools are being given the option of providing on-

site education, online education, or a hybrid model. At Nyssa High School in 

accordance with these guidelines and mandates we are committed to 

providing an on-site model so that students are able to return to school. We 

may also provide an online model for students who have compromised 

immunity, become sick and can’t attend school, or as a backup plan if 

schools must temporarily close during the school year. With these new 

directives and recommendations from ODE we are still in the process of 

working out all the details and logistics. As part of our planning, families will 

be contacted or receive an email survey to identify the individual needs 

and preferences of the families served by Nyssa School District. So will 

students have the opportunity to attend school in the fall? Yes, but it will 

look different than before the Covid Closure last March. More information 

will be released in July as we develop our school plan that both prevents 

the spread of COVID at school while also allowing us to meet the 

academic, social, and emotional needs of our students. 

Nyssa Schools Mobile Feeding Locations 

Starting March 30, 2020 to July 24, 2020 

Free meals served to all kids 1-18 years 
− Rio Vista: 11:00am-11:20am 

− Nyssa Library: 11:30am-11:50am 

− South Park: 11:55am-12:15pm 

− Nyssa Court Apts: 12:25pm-12:45pm 

− Spark Trailer Park: 11:00am-11:20am 

− North Park: 11:30am-11:50am 

− Lions Park: 11:55am-12:15pm 

− Fischers Trailer Park: 12:25pm-12:45pm 

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER 



We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 

 

 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 
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     Like many people and groups, FCA has had to make adjustments 

because of Covid this summer, but we are SUPER excited to be 

offering a few different Camps in July! 

     We have two different baseball camps (2nd-8th grade) and an 

Total Performance Camp (7th-12th grade) we are offering.  Please 

take a look at the attached flyer and check out our website 

(www.fcaidaho.org) for all the info. 
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Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 

 

ACCEPTING SHOUT-OUTS NOW! 
If you have a shout-out about a local 

business, we’d like to hear it! We will 

feature shout-out’s monthly. It can be 

about customer service, a product, a 

yummy meal, or exemplary attitudes, 

we want to hear it! Send your shout-outs 

to the chamber at:  

nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com. 
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FRCC FUN 
Treasure Valley Onion Shippers Meet 

     Nyssa, OR – The newly formed Treasure Valley Onion Shippers, LLC met 

Tuesday, May 19th, to finalize the organization and elect a board of 

directors. The entity comprises many of the onion shippers and shipper/

growers throughout Treasure Valley, uniting the individual companies into 

one body for future negotiations regarding the Treasure Valley Reload 

Center. 

     Malheur County Development Corporation President, Grant Kitamura, 

acted as presenter for the meeting and said, “What we’ve accomplished 

today is a firm foothold toward the success of the reload center. Today’s 

actions greatly mark our progress.” 

     Kay Riley, General Manager of Snake River Produce, will serve as 

President. Troy Seward, President of Golden West Produce was elected as 

Vice-President. Jason Pearson, Onion Commodity Manager at Eagle Eye 

Produce was elected as Treasurer. The group elected Joe Farmer, General 

Manager of Fort Boise, as the Secretary, and Corey Maag, Secretary for 

Jamieson Produce, will serve At Large.  

     For more information, please visit: 

 https://www.malheurcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/copy-of-

contact-us 

https://www.malheurcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/copy-of-contact-us
https://www.malheurcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/copy-of-contact-us
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For business and community updates, find the SREDA minutes at our website,  

nyssachamberofcommerce.com 
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