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     Almost everywhere you go you may hear people make comments about how terrible 

2020 was, how glad they are it’s over, and how 2021 is going to be so much better!  Well, I 

agree with the last part that 2021 is going to be better!! 

     When I think about 2020, the first thing that comes to mind is the chamber and what a 

great year we had!  We started the year off with our banquet.  This is our third year so we 

kinda got the hang of it.  We made the most money we ever have in the 3 years we’ve 

been together.  The FFA and Key Club kids did a great job serving and we had a ton of 

support from our friends and businesses  We rolled out the idea of ‘If we build it, they will 

come” by introducing the idea of a Roger Brooks assessment which we received $25,000 

grant from EOEBB to cover it.  (Technically we were awarded it, but since Oregon is 

Oregon, we haven’t received the money yet, but I’m confident we will.  Hopefully soon.) 

     After a ton of planning, research, discussions, working with the city and health 

department, we all figured out how we could still have Thunderegg Days.  It was so great in 

South Park!  So much room!  It was awesome to have the car show so close and the big 

area where the National Guard set up their racetrack for the kids on the basketball courts.  

Through a series of events trying to find a sound system for the bands, two days before TED 

started, the original sound people cancelled BUT we got the best sound guy ever!  (Rob 

with Committed Case Works) I’m so glad the first group cancelled.  LOL!   

     Roger Brooks and his wife Jane made it to town and spent a week visiting businesses 

and our community.  We weren’t able to have very many people in the church for his 

presentation, but you’ll hear more about him and the Nyssa Renewal Project coming this 

year. 

     If you missed the finally to Thunderegg Days this year, I’ll bet you heard about it!  We 

had 3 great sponsors and I think Mike even threw in a little extra bonus fireworks.  The 

fireworks and the Wall of Fire at the end were spectacular!!!! It kiinda gets me choked up 

thinking about the generosity of the sponsors and the teamwork from so many in the 

community who made Thunderegg Days such a success at a time when we all needed 

something positive.  So many people were able to enjoy the fireworks, some without even 

leaving their homes.  It was AMAZING!!!  The whole things was amazing! 

     Then came the Farmer Appreciation and Harvest Party.  We ♥ our FARMERS!  This event 

was sponsored by a few of our local and very generous sheds.  A few other amazing 

people in the community jumped in, too.  (I love the banner and don’t really want to take 

it down! :0)  It was so much fun!  We were able to get a little drone footage that was pretty 

cool.  Families playing games up and down Main Street.  A couple of goofy guys stopping 

beet trucks to give them cookies and milk.  They were our chamber family, so it was safe.  

Music in the park (Same great sound guy, who said we were his only two events all year 

long.  Go Nyssa!) And a movie that projected on three sides of a really cool truck! 

     Trunk or Treat!  Who could imagine so much candy and so many kids?!  Several, if not all, 

businesses and families ran out of candy in no time at all.  A few Mom’s stole candy from 

their kids trick-or-treat bags to re-gift it.  One of the little kids was passing out his own candy 

to other kids as his parents visited with a business owner who ran out.  Now that’s really 

getting in the spirit of giving! 

     Finally, we made it to December.  Whew!  Many, many more discussions with the city to 

figure out a way to make the Nite Lite Parade happen.  Prior to the big day, people 

complained quite a bit.  Then, all of a sudden people started getting on board and 

thinking of little things they each could do to be part of it.  And all at once those little things 

turned into one BIG thing that brought people from neighboring towns like Ontario and in 

Idaho, Weiser, Fruitland.  There were a lot of Idaho license plates.  Evidently people like 

Who-balations?!  I’ve never seen that many people in town at one time.  Cars were lined 

up past Elivie’s corner towards Ontario and on the other end of town, across the bridge, 

clear out to Apple Valley Road.  Some cars said it took them thirty minutes to get from 

Elvie’s corner to Cattle Drive.  Sheesh!  My Mom made seven trips up and down Main 

Street.  She couldn’t get enough.   

     The kids were able to visit Santa and the Grinch in the library with masks.  I was lucky to 

get to stand at the door and visit with kids and parents as they went in.  Everyone was so 

kind and everyone said Thank You.  Our helpers counted about 200 plus kids that saw 

Santa.  The floats were great!  The store windows were great!  All the residents who 

decorated their houses looked great!  All the visitors driving and walking by were great!  

And ALL the Grinches were great, too!  

     Santa’s mailbox received 64 letters from kids in our area.  Santa let us know all of them 

were on the good list so they got letters and certificates to prove it.  XOXO  

     There were so many exciting, cool, sweet, cute, fun, kind of things about the evening it’s 

hard to put them all down even though I tried. 

     Thanks to the city for being so supportive of these events!  We wouldn’t have been able 

to pull all of these shenanigan’s off without them! 

     All of us at the Chamber are looking forward to 2021 and what we’ve got up our sleeves 

to talk you into doing with us, but before we get too far into it, we want to thank each and 

every one of you who helped us in little and big ways this past year.  (Really, there were no 

little ways, only big ones.) There are so many of you it’s unbelievable!!  Our hearts are full of 

gratitude for each of you and thankful to live in this little corner of the world!  Thank you 

again for all of your support!  We all really needed these opportunities to get out and enjoy 

our community family.  We joked about calling each of them a Mental Health Day.  When 

you see that on one of our banners, that’ll be you’re sign we’ve lost it completely.  Haha! 

     Lots more fun to come in 2021!  Whoa!  They tease me about always saying, “It’ll be 

fuuuuuuun!”  But check this out…my new saying, “It’ll be fuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuun in 2021!”  

Oh, they’re going to love it!  I’ll roll it out at the next board meeting.  LOL! 

Whoville Who-balation AND Other 2020 Celebrations!!! 

Nikki Enders 

     Fear and faith are diametrically opposed- in fact, they are exact opposite 

counterparts…. I guess I have always instinctively known this but for some reason this 

concept really struck me last week while studying God’s word.  Have you ever tried to live 

in both Faith & Fear?  I know I certainly have!  Actually, for many years I walked in fear as a 

very normal part of my life, it was terrible, and it was tormenting.  Maybe you know the 

anxiousness of fear creeping in much more than you would even like to admit out loud.  

     I have known the Lord as my personal Savior and accepted his gift of love and 

forgiveness to me when I was a little girl but for some reason, I guess the hard part for me 

was drowning out the lies that I heard from satan and walking in full faith that my Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, had the actual ability to take care of my every need and to drown out 

all of my fears.  I entertained the lies of this enemy of our souls for so long that I became 

more focused on my fears than I did on my faith.  You see the Bible says that “There is no 

fear in love.  But perfect love casts out all fear because fear involves torment.  He that 

fears has not been made in perfect love.” (1 John 4:18)  Our example of perfect love is 

Jesus! Jesus is the only one that can cast out fear! “Cast all your cares upon Jesus for he 

cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)  Jesus wants us to cast our cares, our fears, our burdens, our 

garbage, our baggage, our sin, our worries all on him! He is the ultimate example of 

Perfect Love and He is able to make us whole.  

     There is much in our world that you and I could choose to walk in fear about, but I want 

to throw out a thought… Faith and fear cannot co-exist.  Faith and fear are enemies of 

one another, and fear is never something given from Jesus, as a warning or a red flag. “For 

God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of love, peace and a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 

1:7) Fear when mixed with faith results in confusion, and confusion does not come from 

God.  

     My prayer for this town and you and me and all that we know is that we will choose, 

that we will make a conscious choice, to walk in faith with our perfect example of love, 

Jesus Christ in this New Year!  That we will not look back and fear over all that has 

changed. That we will instead look forward, keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, and knowing 

that our faith must be bigger than our fear!  I believe when we begin to remind ourselves 

of just how big and faithful our Lord and Savior is then we will have no problem drowning 

out the voice of fear, because we will be reminded that faith and fear don’t mix well.  “For 

I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you a hope and a future.”  May God bless you and your family with 

peace in your home and in your heart! 

Fear & Faith 



ISSUE 202  PAGE 2 

We        Our Grand Marshals   
Darren & Emily Johnson 

 

2020 WHO-BALATION 
Parade and Lite Up the Town Winners 

Grand Marshals 
First Place Float Display - Nyssa Lunch Ladies  

Third Place Float - Ozzy’s Canine Service  Second Place Float - City of Nyssa 

Lite Up Our Town - Madrid Family Lite Up Our Town Business - Thunderegg Coffee Company 

Congratulations are in order... 

   I suppose - The Grinch 

From the Chamber:  

Thank you to all of those 

who participated and 

made this a fantastic  

Who-Balation!! 
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Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 

 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 1st Vice President 

 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

2nd Vice President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

Board Treasurer 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works 

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

Our Mission:  

The Nyssa Chamber of 

C o m m e r c e  a n d 

A g r i c u l t u r e  w a s 

organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l , 

industrial, farming, 

civic, and general 

interests of the City of 

Nyssa and its business 

area. 
 

Chamber Board:  

Meeting held at 6:30 

PM on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

Waldo Event Center 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be 

republished or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

permission from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture. 

Nyssa Public Library 
319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Tuesday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 
 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

   105 Main Street,        Phone: 541-372-3091 

   Nyssa, OR 97913       Fax: 541-372-9990 
 

 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

THANK YOU 
From All of Us to ALL of You!!! 

Thank you to all who helped make the Whoville WHO-

BALATION a success! We hope that you were able to enjoy 

the time with your family.  We are grateful to everyone who 

came out and participated. I think all of our hearts grew that 

day because of the kindness and compassion that you all 

brought to the celebration!  

Like in the final toast in The Grinch movie, he says.... 

   ”     To Kindness And Love. The things we 
        need most!”  
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2020 WHO-BALATION 
Pictures 
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We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 
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 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 
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8-10 year old 
By: Allie Larson 

11-13year old 
By: Robert Jr. Soliz 

3-4 year old 
By: Emanuel Trinidad 

5-7 year old 
By: Jaylin Gissell  

Hernandez Vivaldo 

Thank you to everyone that participated in our Winter Coloring Contest. We had 59 participants, everyone did such a  

fantastic job, it was a very hard decision, but below are the winners for each age category. We will be calling soon to   

deliver your prize. 

BULLDOG BULLETIN  
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 Mindfulness is not a new concept but often it is overlooked. While it sounds so simple, 

in certain times it is rather difficult to utilize. Mindfulness is about becoming fully aware of 

what’s happening in the present moment. So often we become engulfed in our daily lives 

that we forget about slowing down and we miss what is truly going on around us. Whether 

we’re distracted with something that happened yesterday, or we’re worried about       

something that might happen tomorrow, we are missing out on what’s happening right 

now. And just like adults, kids are easily distracted and quite often, they’re unaware of their 

circumstances. This can lead to difficulties for children, such as their ability to manage their 

own emotions or have trouble with controlling their behaviors. Research shows mindfulness 

skills benefit kids’ brains and improves their behavior. Their attention spans improve, they   

enjoy better mental health, and they become more resilient to stress.  

 This bingo board can be used individually or as a family. Take some time each day to 

reflect on ways to be more mindful. Make it an activity and reward yourself and/or your 

family when you get a BINGO! 

By: Morganne  DeLeon 

Learning online can be hard for stu-

dents,     especially to keep focus while 

at home with many distractions. The 

purpose for a brain break is to get stu-

dents refocused and ready to learn 

again.  

“Energizing Brain Breaks are quick 1-2 mi-

nute  activities for your classroom or audi-

ence.  They take virtually no preparation 

and no extra        materials to perform.  

Students and audiences of all ages love 

them. Why do they love them?Because they 

are fun and make you laugh.  They also 

challenge your brain.  Energizing Brain 

Breaks help you to cross the mid-line of 

your body which helps both sides of your 

brain         engage.  It is suggested to use an 

Energizing Brain Break every 30 minutes 

with your class or         audience.  You can 

imagine a class of students sitting most of 

the day.  Energizing Brain Breaks help stu-

dent to stand up and be active every 30 

minutes.”  

 http://www.energizingbrainbreaks.com/ 
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The following seniors have been granted early acceptance into the following Universities. We 

would like to congratulate them on all their hard word. 

Sara Stephen 

While in high school I have participated in Key Club (4 years), SMILE (4 years), FFA(4 years), Track (4 years), Honor Society (2 years), and FCA (2 years). I would 

like to thank all my friends and family who have been with me throughout all of these years, and the teachers and coaches that have taught and trained me to be 

better thank what I was, I wouldn’t be here without them. 

Hailey Castro 

Hi my name is Hailey Castro, and I recently received early admissions to Easter Oregon University! I will be attending in the fall of 2021. I am very excited to at-

tend this college. My plan is to major in Education to become a teacher! I have chosen this school because it reminds me of home, just a little bit bigger and more 

people. I have been going to this college for sporting events, and the atmosphere is amazing. My brother Austin just graduated from there, as well. I am so excited 

to start this new chapter in my life. 

Qyonee Mitchell 

I got accepted to Brigham Young University of Idaho where I will attend this fall and I will be majoring in Food Science. I wanted to go there because it’s my 

dream school and my dad went there. In high school I participated in tennis (4 years), Key Club (4 years), Honor Society (3 years), FFA (4 years), FBLA (4 years). I 

want to give thanks to my family and friends for all of their support. I also want to give thanks for all of the amazing teachers at Nyssa. 

Kailani Schulthies 

I was accepted into BYU-Idaho and Boise State and am planning on studying business. In high school I was involved in volleyball, basketball, and softball all 4 

years. I’ve been in SMILE and FFA all 4 years and am this years FFA Vice President. I’ve been a member of the National Honor Society for two years. I was on 

the yearbook staff for sophomore and junior year. I’d like to thank my friends and teachers for all that they have done to help and support me. I’d also like to 

thank my coaches for pushing me to do my best. I’s especially like to thank my family for putting up with my crazy schedule and helping me accomplish all I set 

out to do. 

Teagan Moody 

I was early accepted into EOU. I want to study Electrical Engineering. I was involved in 4 years of football, 2 years of basketball, 4 years of baseball, 1 year Stu-

dent Council and 4 years of Key Club. I want to give a huge thanks to my mom and dad for all the opportunities that they have given me and all the times they 

helped me to make it to where I am now. I want to make a special shout-out to my mom for working as hard as she can to make sure I’m in the best spot I could 

possibly be in. I want to thank my dad and mom for making sure I always have a loving place to stay all the time. I want to thank my coaches for making me into 

the person I am today I would be completely different person if it wasn’t for the coaching staff I have. 

Nevaeh Martinez Hailey Castro Imajica Zuniga Teagan Moody Isabel Gaskill 

Jacey Hartley Qyonee Mitchell Kailani Schulthies Sara Stephen 



 My name is Aundra De Witt, and I am the 

new school nurse for Nyssa School District. I am 

very excited to be part of a hardworking team and wonderful community. I have 

had the opportunity to meet some of the students and parents from school and 

look forward to meeting more in the near future. 

 I have been a nurse since 2001. I was a CNA prior to attending nursing 

school. My love for the medical field actually started much earlier as I was a  

candy-striper during junior and senior high school. When asked as a little girl, what I wanted to be when I grew up, I      

already knew I wanted to be a nurse. Over the years, I have worked in home health, hospice, a skilled nursing facility, 

and as a school nurse. In 2014, I was encouraged to start teaching in the CTE programs for nursing assistants. So, for the 

past few years, I have been blessed to help students achieve their goal of reaching a certification prior to graduating 

and helping them to start their path in the medical field. Last year, I was able to work with students from Nyssa and Vale 

through Malheur ESD. Another great aspect to my position is that I get to be the advisor for the HOSA chapter with Nyssa 

and Vale High Schools. 

 The 2020/2021 school year has, and continues to bring, many challenges for all of us. Part of my role within the    

district is to work with the MCHD. Based on their guidelines and guidelines provided by ODE, I help students and staff that 

have been exposed to, tested positive for or simply answer questions related to COVID-19. I work hard to make sure that 

everyone is notified with the information they need without violating the information rights of others. I believe our       

campus is safe and I will continue to work to ensure that it stays that way. I collaborate with administration and staff to 

ensure health practices meet requirements and aid in a safe, healthy school environment.  

 My husband and I live in Idaho. We have two amazing daughters. Our oldest is finishing her elementary education 

degree at U of I in Moscow, and our youngest will graduate from high school this year. She plans to join her sister in the 

fall as an Ag education major. 

 I have strong beliefs in hard work, education and community. Thank you for welcoming me into your school district 

and into your Nyssa Bulldog family. I hope to prove myself, through hard work, a valuable asset to Nyssa School District 

and the students and families we serve.  

By: Aundra Dewitt 

• Jan 5th– School resumes 

• Jan 7th– End of Semester 

• Jan 8th– No School 

• Jan 18th– No School 

• Period 1: 9:05am-10:15am 

• Period 2: 10:50am-12:00pm 

• Lunch: 12:00pm–12:30pm 

• Period 3: 12:45pm-1:55pm 

• Period 4: 2:35pm-3:45pm 
Nyssa High School  

New Bell Schedule 
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Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 
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Community  

                     Prayer 
Community Prayer for Nyssa 

When: Saturday, January 3rd 

Time: 10 a.m. 

Where: On Main Street @ the park next to Cattle Drive 
 

**Come and gather to pray for Our Community** 
 

Questions? Call or Text Nikki Enders 541-212-3101 

Nikki Enders 

Hemos terminado una temporada mas de fiestas y comida donde 

normalmente las familias se reúnen  y comparten juntas.  

tal vez esta vez fue diferente como todo lo demás en el año 2020. 

con nuevas espectativas y esperando cosas buenas iniciamos este 

2021. 

quiero iniciar este año condandote una historia de una persona como 

tu y como yo que en su momento tuvo adversidades y el futuro parecía 

incierto pero aún con eso siguió caminando confiado que lo mejor 

estaba por delante y entendiendo que era mejor mirar hacia enfrente y 

dejar de anhelar lo que se había quedado atrás, habiendo entendido 

que es muy dificil y casi imposible seguir avanzando con la mirada 

hacia atras y que por mas que queramos no podemos cambiar lo que 

ya paso. 

la historia provienen del libro que ya les he mencionado anteriormente 

“la biblia” (genesis 37) 

José era un joven que tenía once hermanos, ninguno de sus hermanos 

mayores  sentía afecto hacía jose porqué parecía ser que José era el 

favorito de su padre, dejándose llevar por los celos, la envia y los 

resentimientos los hermanos de José decidieron matarlo pero eso 

parecía algo muy drástico para algunos de ellos asi que lo lanzaron un 

pozo y después lo vendieron como esclavo. al regresar a casa le 

mintieron a su padre diciendo  que José habia sido devorado por un 

animal salvage en el campo.  

dejando a José como esclavo en un país desconocido, solo y sin nada.  

José entendió que el pasado no podia ser cambiado pero que el futuro 

podría ser mejor con la actitud correcta, en cada paso de la vida de 

jose, cada momento fuera bueno o malo jose agradecía a Dios por 

todo y daba lo mejor que tenía en cada situación, en consecuencia 

todo lo que José hacia era prosperado y José es recordado asta el día 

de hoy como un hombre que apesar de las adversidades El siempre 

siguió adelante con la certeza de que lo mejor estaba por venir.  

José tenía todas las excusas para ser una persona amargada y 

rencorosa, buscando la primera oportunidad para vengarse de todos 

los que le habían echo daño, también tenía todos los motivos para 

estar enojado con Dios y culparlo por todas las desgracias que le 

habian pasado (como muchas personas hoy en día hacen). 

la historía sería completamente distinta si el hubiera escogido dejarse 

llevar por los sentimentos y actuar por impulsos viendo solamente su 

pasado y su situación actual.  

talvez no haya sido el mejor año, talvez estas pasando por una 

situación dificil, talvez estas viendo solo el pasado y dejandote llevar 

por tus sentimientos, tu historia se esta escribiendo cada día dejame 

preguntarte  

como quieres que se cuente tu historía?  

que te gustaría que la gente recordará de ti? 

que es lo que estas enseñado a tus hijos -nietos (tu proxima generación) 

que es lo que tu cuidad recordará? 

seamos un José en un mundo de adversidades y decisiones dificiles, 

sigamos dando lo mejor de nosotros confiando que lo mejor esta por 

venir (aunque no lo podamos ver) “se llama fe”.  

José fue una persona como tu y como yo tal vez con la única 

diferencia de que José sabia que tenía un Dios grande que lo amaba y 

que apesar de lo que estuviera pasando el nunca estaría solo… no 

tenemos excusa si tenemos a un Dios como el de José  

tu historía es el mayor legado que dejarás. Es el legado más duradero 

que dejará a sus herederos. 

     We have finished one more season of parties and food where 

families usually gather and share together, maybe this time it was 

different like everything else in 2020. 

 With new expectations and hoping for good things, we start this 2021. 

     I want to start this year sharing with you a story of a person like you 

and me who at the time had adversities and the future seemed 

uncertain but even with that he continued walking confident that the 

best was ahead and understanding that it was better to look ahead 

and stop  yearning for what was left behind, having understood that it is 

very difficult and almost impossible to continue moving forward with a 

backward glance and that no matter how much we want to, we 

cannot change what has already happened. The story comes from the 

"The Bible" (Genesis 37) 

     Joseph was a young man who had eleven siblings, none of his older 

brothers felt affection towards Joseph because it seemed that Joseph 

was his father's favorite, being carried away by jealousy; self centered 

and filled with resentment, Joseph’s brothers decided to kill him. That 

seemed  something very drastic for some of them so they pitched him  

into a well and then sold him as a slave.  When they returned home they 

lied to his father saying that Joseph had been eaten by a wild animal in 

the field. Joseph was then sold to passing slave traders which they then 

took Joseph as a slave in an unknown country, alone and with nothing. 

     Joseph  understood that the past could not be changed but that the 

future could be better with the right attitude, in each step of Joseph’s 

life, whether good or bad, Joseph thanked God for everything and 

gave the best he had in each situation.  Consequently, everything that 

Joseph did was prosperous and Joseph is remembered to this day as a 

man who, despite adversity, always went ahead with the certainty that 

the best was yet to come. 

     Joseph had all the excuses to be a bitter and spiteful person, looking 

for the first opportunity to take revenge on all those who had hurt him, 

he also had every reason to be angry with God and blame him for all 

the misfortunes that had happened to him (such as  many people 

today do). 

     His story would be completely different if he had chosen to let himself 

be carried away by feelings and act on impulses, seeing only his past 

and his current situation. 

     Maybe it has not been the best year, maybe you are going through 

a difficult situation, maybe you are seeing only the past and letting 

yourself be carried away by your feelings, your story is being written 

every day. 

     Let me ask you, how do you want your story to be told? What would 

you like people to remember about you? What are you teaching your 

children/grandchildren (the next generation) What will your city 

remember of you? 

              Tu Historia This is Your History 
By: Julieta Campuzano ~ Lead Pastor-Hispanic Foursquare Church 

The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's children and 
grandchildren is not money or other material things accumulated in 

one's life, but rather a legacy of character and faith. 
 -Billy Graham  
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Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 

 

Granny’s Gone Viral 
Nikki Enders 

     Did you know that one of our very own, here in Nyssa went viral last 

month?  Shirley Lassiter was visited at her church to surprise her for her 

90th birthday by the Nyssa Police Department.  Chief Ray Rau posted 

the 40 second video on Nyssa Police Department fb page and it went 

viral!!!  To date there are over 10 million views!!!!!  It appeared on Fox 

News and on Franklin Graham’s Blog.  If you didn’t get a chance to see 

our local “Granny Celebrity” take the time to watch the video!  Thanks 

to our wonderful police officers who still do fun community things like 

this!  One of the great reasons to live in a small town! 

Thank you!!! 
Shirley Lassiter 

     Thank you to all of my family and friends that helped to make my 90th 

birthday so memorable.  Although we were unable to have the big 

celebration that my family had planned, I received over 90 cards, as 

well as candy, flowers and visits from friends and family, near and far. 

     Little did I know that, when I was leaving the church after prayer on 

my actual birthday, I would receive a big surprise from the Nyssa Police 

Department singing ‘Happy Birthday’ and that the video would go viral.   

     Nyssa has been a wonderful place to live and raise my family and I 

am grateful for all of the amazing friends that I have made over the 

years.  May God bless you and may God continue to bless our little town 

of Nyssa. 

CITY OF NYSSA  

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

Please join me in congratulating Marla Roberts as Employee of the 

Year.   Marla has shown what it takes with her “can do” attitude and 

drive to go the extra mile. Good job, Marla! 

E-Gift Cards 

 

The Small Business Development Center @ TVCC and 

the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

 

 

     You may have seen this logo at local businesses in Nyssa, Ontario, 

Vale, Weiser, Payette, and Fruitland.  See below for a list of merchants.  

New businesses are being added everyday. 

     The Shop Four Rivers E-Gift Card project is a group effort of the SBDC 

at TVCC together with all the local Chambers.  It’s a grassroots initiative 

to grow the economic base and vitality of our local region.  The idea is 

based on a conscious choice to keep local-dollars-local and create 

real revenue for our small businesses. 

     Purchase a gift card for family, friends, or co-workers.  You can print it 

or text it to them.  Then they are able to spend it at any of the 

participating merchants. 

     If you’re a small business and you would like to participate all you 

need to do is, go to the website and sign up or contact the chamber 

office.  It doesn’t cost anything!  If you’d like to offer an additional 

discount or promotion, you can do that, too. 

     To purchase a gift card go to app.yiftee.com/gift-card/shopfourrivers 

or www.shopfourrivers.com website.  If you have additional questions, 

please call the chamber office at 541-372-3091 

     The Western Treasure Valley has many of your favorite 

retailers, restaurants, services and entertainment in one place. 

Use the Shop Four Rivers gift card at all participating locations in 

various businesses throughout Malheur, Payette, and 

Washington counties — there is truly something for everyone!  
 
Merchants: 

− Agape Coffeehouse 

− Bake-A-Deli 

− Berts Growler Garage 

− Big Sky Sportswear 

− Boots To Roots 

− Buds Blossoms and Bouquets 

− CT Derm PC 

− Care-O-Sell Consignment 

− *Cattle Drive Coffee & Grill* 

− Charmed Needles LLC 

− *City of Nyssa* 

− Eastern Oregon Hypnosis 

− Electric Beach Tanning LLC 

− ExZacht Sewing & Alterations 

− Geiser Grand Hotel 

− Horizon Restoration Services, 

LLC 

− Idaho Custom Designs 

− Kinney Bros. & Keele True Value 

Hardware 

− *Munk Family Dental* 

− Napping Wyvern Press 

− *Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

and Agriculture* 

− *Nyssa Mercantile* 

− Ogawa's 

− Ontario Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

− Ontario Poker Room & Social 

Club 

− Oregon Trail Hobbies & Gifts 

− *Paloma Computers* 

− Payette Nutrition 

− Plaza Inn 

− Prosoul Games 

− RELOAD Out West Outdoors 

− Red Apple Marketplace 

− Romio's Pizza and Pasta 

− Second & Vine Bistro 

− Snake River Windshield 

− Sol Physiotherapy 

− Steph Rents LLC 

− *Stunz Lumber Co., Inc.* 

− Sweet Willy's Sodas & Sweets 

− TVCC Book Store 

− The Coffee Cactus 

− The GoodLife Nutrition 

− The Prescription Pad Pharmacy 

− Tower House Coffee 

− Treasure Valley Community 

College SBDC 

− Vintage Rose 

− Weiser Classic Candy 

− Wondra's Lube LLC 

http://www.shopfourrivers.com
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Your Treasure Valley Reload Center: 

We Are on the Right Track 
By Greg Smith 

The purpose of this article is to provide an overview and timeline of the Treasure 
Valley Reload Center (TVRC) project. The end goal is to: 
• Create good, family wage jobs for the citizens of Malheur County. 
• Support our agriculture industry. 
• Invest in infrastructure at the industrial park to encourage and accommodate future 
economic growth.  

There are key points to keep in mind regarding a project of this magnitude: 
• Economic growth takes place in incremental steps. 
• Dozens of business professionals with diverse areas of expertise from many sectors 
are involved in this project and are making the important decisions necessary to bring it 
to fruition. 
• Projects of this size take time. 

Background on the Treasure Valley Reload Center: 
It all began with a simple question. 

Why are we paying to truck onions from Nyssa to 
Wallula, WA only to have them shipped back through 

Nyssa on a train?  
     In 2016, Malheur County Commissioner Larry 
Wilson, Economic Development Director Greg Smith, 
and Troy Seward, President of Golden West Produce 
engaged in a conversation regarding the fact that 
Malheur County onion producers were paying 
extraordinarily high shipping costs. Their onions were 
being trucked from Nyssa to a Railex facility in Wallula, 
WA, only to be loaded onto a train and shipped back 
through Nyssa (over two mountain passes and more than 
450 miles), toward their final destination in New York 
state. 

Let’s investigate creating a similar model to 

Railex. 
     A trip to Wallula was scheduled and a meeting 

arranged with the general manager of Railex. Greg 

Smith then traveled to Delano, CA to meet with the 

vice president of Railex, Mike Townsend and 

shared concerns of the shipping charges and the 

length of travel time.  Enough interest in the 

proposal was demonstrated by Railex that the vice 

president, president, and logistics and shipping 

managers accepted an invitation to travel to Nyssa 

and study the project. Smith simultaneously 

arranged meetings between the onion shippers and 

the executives from Railex. Because of the 

competitive nature of the onion business, the 

shippers were reluctant to communicate and 

sincerely believed Union Pacific (U.P.) would not 
work with them on the project. Railex, while they saw 
an opportunity, expressed the same opinion, “You will 
never get U.P. to talk to you.”   

. 
There was a sense that in no way would the project 
occur, but Economic Development Director, Greg 

Smith, was not willing to abandon the idea without a full
-fledged effort to make it happen. 

 
. 
     Smith decided to view the problem differently and 
shifted his focus on how to induce Union Pacific to 
work with them on the reload center.  
     He learned U.P. needed storage tracks to park their 
railcars. He asked U.P. who they would pick as a rail 
consultant and was referred to Terry Tate, a veteran 
from U.P. who was now employed with RailPros. A call 
was made to Tate who walked through the process of 
how to attract U.P. Tate cautioned Smith saying the 
shippers would need to organize, garner credibility, and 
establish a funding mechanism.      
     Smith put together a project and presented it to Cliff 
Bentz who was an Oregon State Representative at the 
time. During the 2017 legislative session House Bill 
2017 was passed and over $5 billion of transportation 
funds were allocated throughout the state.  
     The Treasure Valley Reload Center’s project was 
selected during a very competitive process to receive a 
$26 million grant from Connect Oregon. 
 
Governor Kate Brown signs the legislation. 
 
     Following the  severe winter of 2016 in which 300 
buildings collapsed in Malheur County, Governor 
Brown traveled to the county and pledged her support to 
the project and the legislature signaled its support by a 
vote of 39 in favor and 20 opposed, (one excused) in the 
House and 22 in favor, seven opposed, (one excused) in 
the Senate.  
     Citizens and proponents for the TVRC were excited 
about the support, but lottery bonds which were to fund 
the project were not sold until 18 months after the 
governor signed the legislation. 
     This was the first major delay in the grant process 
which was out of our control as the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) which allocates Connect 
Oregon funds had no money.  
     During this time the ODOT Commission repeatedly 
brought the reload center representatives back to the 
table for more questioning.  
Where could the Treasure Valley Reload Center be 
located? 
     The first requirement to finding a suitable piece of 
property was that one mile of real estate be located 
adjacent to the U.P. mainline. A committee of citizens 

including city managers and planners participated in the 
meetings. An analysis was completed on five different 
locations throughout the county, but in the end a piece of 
property (zoned as Exclusive Farm Use at the time) 
owned by Jim Farmer, met all of the necessary 
requirements. It was adjacent to the mainline, the 
property was flat, and it had easy access to the state 
highway. 
     Following a financial analysis, the purchase of the 
property was unanimously approved.  
     Malheur County Counsel and Smith entered into 
negotiations with Jim Farmer. While the negotiated 
price of $10,000 per acre was higher than the initial 
appraised value, the professionals involved with the 
project recognized once the infrastructure was in place, 
the value would far exceed the $10,000.  
     The property had to be rezoned from EFU to 
Industrial which is not a simple, nor quick process. 
However, 1,000 Friends of Oregon and the Oregon Farm 
Bureau saw tremendous merit in the project and 
demonstrated their support, which included speaking in 
favor at the Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) Commission meetings. It bears mentioning that 
these organizations typically fight hard to oppose any 
agricultural property being rezoned as industrial. 
Immediately following the re-zoning, the new appraisal 
completed by Jess Payne Appraisal Services valued the 
property at nearly $13,000 per acre, up from the original 
$10,000. 
 

Premier Engineering Firm, Anderson Perry & 
Associates retained 

     Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc, which received a 
national award for one of the most innovative 
engineering projects in the nation, was retained to 
complete due diligence required for a project of this 
size. This included: compaction studies; soil quality 
studies; wetland and delineation studies; cultural and 
archeological evaluations; elevation studies; and 
surveying. 
     Simultaneously and in collaboration with community 
leaders and the Development Corporation, a site plan 
was created. This laborious process took an additional 
18 months. 
 

Who would operate the facility? 
     The next thing to determine was who would be the 
operator of the facility. The consensus was that Malheur 
County would be best suited to have a professional food 
distribution company become a key partner and 
operator. During conversations with the world’s largest 
publicly traded temperature control warehouse 
company, they and U.P. stated their 
interest was predicated on the agricultural community 
coming together and forming a cooperative which then 
must commit to a volume of product sufficient to 
operate the TVRC. 
 
Negotiating with U.P. 
     We were required to work with multiple divisions of 
U.P., each of which has signatory authority that must be 
obtained before concurrence is received to proceed 
forward. 
     This included the rail engineering, safety, and sales 
divisions. As a result of our multiple required studies, 
we were able to demonstrate one mile of the property 
was adjacent to the rail mainline and the ground was 
appropriate for rail spurs. The rail safety division at the 
same time wanted to know how we would address truck 
and car traffic and have a safety plan in place to manage 
rail spurs. They also coordinated with the ODOT rail 
safety department.  
     The sales division issued the same requirement as the 
potential operator. We must form a cooperative and 

guarantee the necessary volume. In short, we had to 
have enough onions coming across the dock for U.P. to 
stop.  
     RailPros agreed to provide the rail layout. This had to 
be done in collaboration with the Anderson Perry civil 
engineering layout, overlap, and be congruent. 
 

Coming Together 
     All 19 of the Treasure Valley onion shippers were 
invited to a meeting and 14 of those collaboratively 
voted to create the Treasure Valley Onion Shippers, 
LLC. This was tremendously significant because three 
years prior, none of them were willing to work together.  
     Because of the work we completed, we brought an 
extraordinarily competitive industry together to work for 
the common good.  
     They understood we had to ensure the necessary 
volume to induce the operator and U.P. to work with us. 
This meant we had to gather appropriate sales data while 
guaranteeing complete confidentiality for each 
individual shipper.  
     Unfortunately, the potential operator and U.P. 
required different financial formats which took a 
tremendous amount of time, but we were able to 
successfully compile the data and demonstrate the 
volume was sufficient.  
     The operator’s sales team acknowledged the capacity 
and volume of agricultural products was appropriate to 
enter into an agreement. 
 

IRS Requirements 
     An executive team member said they were willing to 
work with us but stated that the world’s largest publicly 
traded temperature control warehouse company, 
Americold is a real estate investment trust company, 
which means they must own the assets which they 
operate. It was decided by the team in order to 
encourage them to be the operator, that over the course 
of 20 years, the Malheur County Development 
Corporation would provide Americold incremental 
ownership in return for them providing preferential rates 
and service to Malheur County agriculture shippers.  
      It is important to note that the Development 
Corporation is not transferring ownership of the entire 
290 acres to the operator. Only the building and the 
three acres it sits on will be part of the incremental 
agreement. 
 

Treasure Valley Onions Go Everywhere Throughout 
the United States. 
     When we conducted our survey with the shippers, 
they identified that onions from the Treasure Valley are 
delivered across the nation.  
     We worked with Americold to identify key locations 
and it was determined that stops would include cities in 
the mid-west, northeast and southeast. 
     Greg Smith negotiated with Americold that they will 
handle the commodities from the dock in Nyssa to the 
end destinations throughout the country.  
     Because of the volume of onions to be shipped and 
special housing requirements, Americold will be making 
an equally significant  investment to accommodate our 
onions in those three distribution sites. In short, because 
of the permeating odor of onions they must be 
segregated from other products and require temperature 
control. 
 

What We Anticipate Moving Forward 
     In the end, the TVRC will be open to all agricultural 
products, not just onions.  
     In a coming joint letter of commitment, the onion 
shippers as the primary user will provide enough volume 
to make the TVRC feasible for 20 years.  
     For the next two decades, Malheur County 
Development Corporation and Americold will honor the 
requirements of the $26 million dollar Connect Oregon 
grant awarded to the TVRC. 
 

Next Steps 
We anticipate having: 

− A signed Industrial Track Agreement with Union 
Pacific which will allow the Development 
Corporation to construct and utilize the future rail 
infrastructure. 

− A joint letter of agreement between the onion 
shippers, Americold, and the Malheur County 
Development Corporation. 

− In the early spring releasing our first request for 
proposals to begin earthwork construction. 
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Greg Smith is the Economic Development Director 
for Malheur County and serves as an Officer to the 
Board which oversees the project. He has over 20 
years of experience in economic and business 
development specializing in capital formation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Bailey is the Assistant to the Director and has 
been employed by Gregory Smith & Company since 
May of 2020. He is a recent graduate of Eastern 
Oregon University. 
     In addition, Ryan helps oversee all the economic 
development activities throughout the County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julee Hicks is the senior employee of Gregory Smith 
& Company and has been involved with the rail 
project since its very beginning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brad Baird is President of Anderson Perry & 
Associates, a full-service civil engineering, 
surveying, and natural resources firm. While not an 
employee of Gregory Smith & Company, Baird is an 
invaluable asset to the project. 

 
 
 

EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO HIRE LOCAL FIRMS TO DO THE 
CONSTRUCTION. This will be accomplished by purposely breaking the construction 
into smaller parts  to ensure local contractors will have the ability to bid on different 
components of the project. While this will be more time consuming, it will help 
accomplish the primary goal of creating family wage jobs and it is simply the right 
thing to do.  

Site Map by Anderson Perry & Associates 

Rendering of the Treasure Valley Reload Center 

Meet Your Staff 
     This massive project has many dedicated individuals and decision makers working to bring TVRC to fruition. In addition to the Treasure Valley Reload Center, Gregory 
Smith & Company LLC (GVS) provides free, confidential advising to any business seeking services throughout Malheur County, and actively recruits new companies to the area.  
     According to county officials, if the three members of GVS staff were directly employed by the county, the total cost would be over $267,000, a third more than Gregory 
Smith & Company´s $180,000 contract. This also means that Malheur County does not have to pay PERS, Worker’s Compensation, family insurance, etc. GVS assumes all 
payroll costs, office rental, fuel, utilities, liability insurance, catering as needed for client meetings, and provides all computer equipment, office supplies, etc. In addition, Smith 
makes available to the County four additional GVS staff members as needed. 

The board is comprised of individuals approved by the Malheur County Court. When a vacancy occurs, names are gathered for replacement and presented to the court for 
approval. 

Grant Kitamura is the board chair and is the co-owner 
of Baker and Murakami Produce Company. He has 
been in the onion business his entire life and was 
recently appointed by Oregon Governor Brown to a 
four-year term on the Oregon State Board of 
Agriculture. 
 
 
 
 

Senator Lynn Findley has deep roots in Eastern 
Oregon. He grew up on a small farm in Malheur 
County, where his family has lived for three 
generations. Findley served as the City Manager of 
Vale for five years and is humbled to have been 
chosen in January 2020 to represent Senate District 
30. 
 
 
 

Corey Maag is a farmer, cattleman, and businessman 
in the Jamieson, Oregon area. He is owner of Y1 
Farms as well as Jamieson Produce. Like others on 
the board, Maag has a lifetime of experience in the 
onion business. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kay Riley is a partner in Snake River Produce and a 
former president of the National Onion Association. 
Like others on the board, Riley grew up on a farm 
and has been with Snake River Produce since 1999. 

 
 

BUILD Grant 

Unfortunately, we were not successful in 
obtaining the BUILD Grant on our first 
submission. The Malheur County 
Development Corporation has received 
invaluable feedback from the evaluators. Much 
was learned during this process. We are 
striving towards making our 2021 grant 
submission successful. 
 

Why is it taking so long? 

Economic development is an incredibly 
incremental, and quite frankly, slow process. 
We have purchased a piece of property which 
was zoned as Exclusive Farm Use and were 
successful in getting it rezoned as Industrial for 
outright use, completed all site prep work, and 
now have a shovel ready site. 
 

When and how will contracts be 
released? 

Earthwork contracts will be released in early 
spring. We will be sure to provide ample time 
for the Request for Proposals to be submitted. 
Our goal is to break the construction process 
into smaller parts, although it is less efficient, 
which gives our professionals in Malheur 
County more opportunities to acquire contracts 
for their specific line of work. 

What about water and sewer? 

The Treasure Valley Reload Center will have 
infrastructure in place to support the center 
itself and adjacent property owners. As for the 
rest of the land, we are exploring avenues for 
additional funds to extend amenities in the 
future. 
 

Railcar availability 

Our local shippers have expressed concern 
regarding the availability of railcars. Because 
the reload center will be serving a sufficient 
volume and attracting a variety of 
commodities, coupled with the fact the 
operator has tremendous bargaining power 
with Union Pacific, the concerns about having 
an ample supply of cars has been alleviated. 
 

How big will the facility be and how 
much land? 
The TVRC itself including the building, 
parking lots, and dock will sit on three of 65 
acres that the Malheur Development 
Corporation will be purchasing from the 
County. The rest of the acreage will be 
developed and for sale in the future. 

 

Jason Pearson serves as the Director of onion sales 
for Eagle Eye Produce. He grew up in Nyssa and 
worked abroad for quite a few years and has 
returned to the area and is committed to serving the 
community he grew up in. 

Randi Svaty is the Branch and Relationship 
Manager at Northwest Farm Credit Services in 
Ontario.  She and her husband also farm outside of 
Ontario where they raise row crops for seed. 

Do you have questions? Call 541-889-6216 or e-mail maheurcountyedc@gmail.com 

Questions and Answers 

mailto:maheurcountyedc@gmail.com
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