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THE BILL OF RIGHTS is the name for the first ten amendments to the United States 

Constitution, which limit the power of the federal government and guarantee citizens of 

the United States certain rights. The amendments were written in 1789 by James Madison, 

and were based on important ideas about personal rights. The Bill of Rights went into 

effect in 1791, when 3/4 of the states agreed that they were fair. Originally, the Bill of Rights 

had 12 different amendments, but the first two were not passed by enough states. The 

second amendment that was not passed was eventually added to the Constitution in 

1992, becoming the 27th amendment in the Constitution. 

1st AMENDMENT 

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof..." 

This means that the government cannot make any religion an official religion. It also 

cannot stop people from practicing any religion. 

"...or abridging the freedom of speech" 

This means that the government cannot stop people from saying what they think. It 

applies to many forms of expression, like art. However, people do not have freedom to 

say things that will limit other people's rights. For example, people do not have the 

freedom to threaten to kill other people. 

"...or of the press" 

This means that the government cannot prevent newspapers and other news sources 

from reporting the news. 

"...or of the right of the people to peaceably assemble..." 

This means that people can protest things by getting together and having rallies or 

marches, as long as they are not violent. 

"...and to petition the government for redress of grievances." 

This means that people can complain to the government about things they do not 

like. They can ask the government to fix those things. 

2nd AMENDMENT 

"A well regulated Militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed." 

People have the right to own firearms. 

3rd AMENDMENT 

"No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house he consent of the Owner, nor 

in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law." 

This means that people cannot be forced to keep soldiers in their houses. 

4th AMENDMENT 

"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated..." 

The government does not have the right to search people or their property without a 

good reason, and it does not have the right to take people's property without a good 

reason. 

"...and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or 

affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 

things to be seized." 

A search warrant, which gives the police permission to search a person's property, can 

only be issued if there is a good reason to think that the person is hiding something 

that might show that a crime has been committed. 

5th AMENDMENT 

"No person shall be held to answer for any capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on 

a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 

forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger..." 

If somebody is accused of committing a very serious crime, including crimes that can be 

punished with the death penalty, they have the right to have a grand jury decide if there 

is enough evidence to put the person on trial. However, this does not apply to somebody 

who is accused of committing a crime while serving in the military. 

"...nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life 

or limb..." 

If somebody is accused of committing a crime and goes to a trial, and is found 

not guilty, the person cannot be forced to have a second trial. The idea of giving the 

same person a second trial after being found not guilty the first time is called double 

jeopardy. 

"...nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself..." 

Somebody cannot be forced to testify against themselves in court. This means that 

they cannot be forced to say things that hurt their case in a trial. 

"nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 

property be taken for public use, without just compensation." 

Somebody cannot be punished by being executed, going to jail or prison, or having 

money or property taken away from them without going through the legal system first. This 

could mean having a hearing, going before a judge, or having a jury trial. 

6th AMENDMENT 

"In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 

by an impartial jury of the State and district where in the crime shall have been 

committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law..." 

If somebody is accused of a crime, they have the right to a trial that does not take too 

long to start after the person is accused of the crime. The trial must be held in public and 

cannot be secret. The person has the right to have a jury who will decide the case fairly. 

Members of the jury cannot decide which side they will take before the trial starts. They 

also have the right to have their trial in the same area where the crime was committed. 

"...and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with 

the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 

favor..." 

Somebody who is going on trial for a crime has the right to know why they are being 

accused of a crime and to ask questions to any witnesses who testify (say in court) 

that the person committed the crime. A person that is going on trial has the right to 

have witnesses to the trial who say that the person did not commit the crime. 

"...and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense." 

A person going on trial for a crime has the right to be defended by a lawyer. 

7th AMENDMENT 

"In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 

right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-

examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common 

law." 

If somebody sues somebody over something that is worth at least $20, this is called 

a civil trial. They have the right of a jury trial. The decision of the jury is final, although in 

some rare cases, the judge can throw out the jury's decision and bring in a new jury if 

the judge thinks that the jury's decision ignored the facts that they learned during the 

trial. 

8th AMENDMENT 

"Excessive bail shall not be required..." 

If somebody is arrested, they cannot be given too high of an amount for bail. Bail is 

something that people who are arrested have to pay if they want to be let out of jail 

before their trial starts. If they show up for their trial, they will get their money back. 

"nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted." 

If a jury in a trial decides that somebody is guilty of a crime, their punishment cannot 

be too harsh or cruel. They also cannot be forced to pay too high of an amount of 

money as punishment for their crime. 

9th AMENDMENT 

"The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 

disparage others retained by the people." 

People can have other rights, even if the Constitution does not specifically talk about 

them. 

10th AMENDMENT 

"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 

the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." 

If the Constitution does not specifically say that the federal (United States) 

government has the power to do something, then the power to do it goes to the state 

government unless the Constitution specifically says that states can not do so. 
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Liberty or Slavery? 
Nikki Enders 

     Over the last couple of months I can’t seem to help but 

contemplate the meaning of these two words- exact 

opposites by every standard. Liberty is by nature a position 

of being free from oppressive restrictions imposed by 

authority concerning a persons way of life, behavior or 

political views- and slavery is well, being a slave, to 

someone or something.  

     July 4,1776 was one of the most significant dates in history 

as our Founding Fathers gathered together to draw up and 

write, and then carve into the framework of our great 

nation, the United States Declaration of Independence. The 

Declaration was the foundation for which we would build 

on. Then would come the United States Constitution, which 

is the highest law governing the United States of America in 

1787. Only 4 years later in 1791 were the Bill of Rights then 

adopted and put into effect. The Bill of Rights is the name 

for the first 10 amendments to the United States Constitution. 

The Bill of Rights limit the power of the Federal Government 

and it guarantees citizens of the United States of America 

certain rights.   

     I have to admit I really couldn’t tell you all 10 of my Rights 

as an American citizen, but if I’m being perfectly honest 

with myself that is great foolishness on my part- who lives in 

a free Republic and doesn’t know their rights? Sadly, there 

might be more than just me who could say “I better go 

back and take a good look at my freedoms and rights as 

an American citizen.” 

     As Christ followers we also have another kind of freedom, 

The apostle Paul wrote about this freedom to the church in 

Galatia about 50 years after the death of Jesus Christ in 

Galatians 3:23-25 “Before this faith came, we were held 

prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be 

revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ 

that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come 

we are no longer under the supervision of the law.” Again 

Paul writes in Chapter 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set 

us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 

burdened again by the yoke of slavery.” 

     Liberty or Slavery? Freedom or Chains? 

This was a question Paul posed to the Church a couple 

thousand years ago and it is still a relevant question today- 

The New Testament Christ followers were having a hard time 

not going back to the old way of doing things- the old way 

was before the grace of Jesus Christ. It was easier to follow 

a rigorous law system than to follow the life and teaching of 

Jesus Christ, which was based on grace and a personal 

relationship with the Savior.   

     Sadly, we as Americans can fall into that same trap, the 

work and foundation that our Founding Fathers laid out for 

us, was bought and paid for at a high price. Tens of 

thousands of American sacrificed their lives for the freedoms 

we enjoy today. The American Revolutionary War was a 

brutal, long and ugly battle fought to maintain freedom 

from Great Britain. 

     America’s foundation was founded on the blood shed 

by many for the cause of many, not just for their generation 

but for ALL future generations.  

As followers of Christ, our foundation is the same. Jesus shed 

His blood for all mankind so that through Him we might be 

saved.  

     As a Proud American and Christ follower living in 

American in the year 2020, all eyes are on us… I CHOOSE 

FREEDOM! 
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Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 
 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 1st Vice President 
 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

 2nd Vice President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

 Board Treasurer 
 

Ashlyn Olsen 
Country Corners Quilting 

Board Secretary 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works  

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

 

Trisha Stam 
Waldo Agencies 

 

Luis Cisneros 
Nyssa School District 

 

 

Nyssa Public Library 

319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Tuesday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

 

 
 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Chamber of Commerce 
105 Main Street,  

Nyssa, OR 97913 
 

Phone: 541-372-3091 

Fax: 541-372-9990 
 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

Mission: The Nyssa 

Chamber of Com-

merce and Agriculture 

was organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

the commercial, indus-

trial, farming, civic, 

and general interests 

of the City of Nyssa 

and its business area. 

Ch am be r  Board : 

Meeting held at 6:30 

pm on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

Waldo Conference 

Center. 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be re-

published or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

permission from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture. 
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Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 

Something’s Missing…the Flower Baskets 
Tawni Maxwell 

     Two years ago, Jim Maret, the city 

manager, came to me and asked if the 

Chamber would like to take over the Main 

Street Flower Baskets.  A city employee had 

been hurt while watering the baskets and the 

insurance company wouldn’t let them 

continue.  If the Chamber didn’t take the 

project, there wouldn’t be any baskets. 

     So, with a brand-new board, who was 

almost game for anything, I talked them into 

taking the project on.  We didn’t know what that entailed, 

but we knew we could figure it out.  And we did!   

     That first year the baskets were so beautiful!  The FFA 

grew the baskets.  The Chamber recruited businesses and 

individuals to sponsor the baskets.  The City Crew hung 

them, took them down, and provided the water.  Wyatt 

Wood built a watering trailer.  Amy Wood took this on as her 

project and diligently, almost possessively, took them over.  

LOL!  Just kidding.  She loved them and it definitely showed!!  

She did 99.99% of the watering, figuring out the fertilizer and 

making sure if she wasn’t there, one of us other board 

members filled in.  From time to time we even recruited our 

kids, family members, and friends to get in on the watering 

by telling them how fun it was.  :0)  The watering crew was 

all volunteers. 

     The second year, the FFA grew the baskets.  The City 

Crew hung them, took them down, and provided water.  

Trailer’s still good.  This year the board took turns watering 

twice a day.  It took a toll on the baskets and yes, they were 

still beautiful, but not as beautiful as the previous year. 

     The Chamber has approached the City Council and City 

Manager several times regarding the baskets.  So much so, 

that it got us kicked off the agenda.  (So now we are 

included in the 3-minute public section at City Council 

Meetings.)  We approached them to brainstorm how we 

could work together on this project.  The only suggestion 

they had was to research and plant different flowers that 

didn’t need to be watered as much.  After researching with 

ODOT, there is a watering system built in the sidewalk at 

each tree on Main Street that is broken, and we were told it 

couldn’t be fixed.  We were also told they don’t have the 

manpower to water the baskets. 

     This year the Chamber decided we didn’t have the 

manpower or funds to maintain the baskets as necessary.  

Guess-estimated costs associated were $10,000, which 

would include someone to water and the baskets, plus a 

vehicle, gas, and insurance.  

     The City and Chamber received so many compliments 

for the baskets from all over the valley!  It’s a shame we 

couldn’t come up with a solution.  If you have questions 

and ideas, please contact one of the Chamber Board 

Members. 

Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About 
Tawni Maxwell 

     This quote and 

song are pretty much 

the words we, as the 

chamber, live by.  

We’ve created some 

waves with almost 

everything we’ve 

done, it seems like.  I 

would say most are 

good.  Some even 

over the top awesome, with a little help from our friends!  

We’ve had plenty of critics, whether it’s a change in status 

quo we’ve heard, well it’s always done that way, or that’ll 

never work, or well, I guess we’ll see how that goes (with 

abundant sarcasm and eyes rolling), but what they don’t 

realize is how much we’ve discussed the topics.  We don’t 

always agree, and I believe that’s a good thing.  Benjamin 

Franklin and George S Patton both have said, “If everyone is 

thinking alike, then no one is thinking.” 

     We had a board meeting last week and discussed 

Thunderegg Days.  After much discussion, I asked if 

someone wanted to make a motion to postpone or cancel 

Thunderegg Days.  You could have heard a pin drop.  No 

one wanted to be the ONE.  So, we chose not to.  There’s 

one thing we don’t know and that is where it will be.  We 

have a few places in mind, but we don’t know what will 

happen with state regulations.  We have the go cart racers 

ready to go, vendors, bands and fireworks.  We also have a 

few new things we’re working on.  We’ll keep you informed 

here, on our Face Book page and our website.  If you don’t 

hear it from a Board Member, ask more questions.  Heehee!  

Just because, sometime people get their wires crossed. 

Big News Grant Awarded!! 
 
 

 

 

 
Tawni Maxwell 
     The chamber recently received a $25,000 grant from the 

Eastern Oregon Economic Border Board!  We applied for 

the grant to be spent on a consultant who will be coming to 

do an assessment of Nyssa.  He was very involved in the 

beginning stages of Indian Creek, Caldwell and is still 

involved as they continue to grow. This is not a quick 

process.  It will take years and a lot of work, but it will be 

very much worth the investment! At the end of his 

assessment there will be a public presentation of his findings 

and you, the public, are all welcome to attend.  What will 

we gain from this?  We expect to receive suggestions to 

improve our town, with things we can act on immediately.  

We also expect a long-term plan of improvement for 

business revenue, community events, and how to improve 

our town’s physical appearance. 

Thanks EOEBB!!! 
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Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 

 

Shop Local Shout-Out! 
 

NYSSA! 
 

A huge thanks goes out to all the people 

who have helped bring a little cheer to our 

NHS Seniors! The list includes Sara Sapp, 

Tracy Cleaver, Ashley Salyer, Misty Page, 

Nyssa PTO, all of our “Adopt a Senior 

Members”, and more! Thank you for your 

encouragement! 

ACCEPTING SHOUT-OUTS NOW! 
If you have a shout-out 

about a local business, we’d 

like to hear it! We will feature 

shout-out’s monthly. It can 

be about customer service, a 

product, a yummy meal, or 

exemplary attitudes, we want to hear it! Send 

your shout-outs to the chamber at:  

nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com. 

Owyhee Grocery/Rock Store Grill 

“Braving The Covid-19 Storm” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tyler Simpson 

     The team at Owyhee Grocery and Rock Store Grill braved the virus 

storm and was able to remain open throughout this whole process. We 

added a few convenient tweaks for our customers such as the hand 

washing station out front and switching to ‘to-go’ trays for a little while.  

     We can confirm that we had no Covid cases come from our store. 

Despite everything going on, business has remained awesome thanks to 

all of our customers shopping local.  

     The new seating expansion for Rock Store Grill is underway with the 

next step of getting the foundation set and poured. We are looking at 

early fall for the completion date.  

     Through all of this it has made us realize how close this community is 

and how everyone will pitch in to help when it is needed. We would like 

things to get back to normal for the sake of our fellow citizens and 

business people. Thank you to all of our supporters and let’s get back to 

normal! 

It’s The Pause That Refreshes 
Dr. Ruston R. Munk, DMD 

     If you are anything like me, you are sick and tired of hearing about 

anything Coronavirus. I’ve started to cringe when you hear the words 

“Social Distancing”, “Lockdown”, or “Shelter in Place”.  Don’t get me 

wrong, as a doctor I have a healthy respect and understanding of the 

seriousness of disease. Diseases suck. No one wants pain or to be sick. 

     Anyone who owns a business cannot deny that this coronavirus has 

taken its toll on their pocket book. As a business owner, a lot of my fear 

and concern is for those who work for me. If I can’t stay open and have 

a revenue stream, how can I help my employees pay their mortgages 

or car payments? We must find a comfortable balance between 

staying safe and healthy and being able to support ourselves and 

families. I believe we will find that balance. I believe in our Community.  

     I was talking with a good friend of mine how this devastating time has 

actually brought around some positive things as well. Perhaps you see 

them too. Spending more time with family.  More home cooked meals. 

Less running around trying to fit in all the hustle and bustle of a busy 

lifestyle. We have the opportunity to start again with a clean slate and 

we get the chance to fill it back up with the truly important stuff in life. In 

that way, I think we can learn from this unique time. My friend reminded 

me of a slogan that Coca Cola came up with some time ago. It reads 

“The Pause That Refreshes”. I liked that. Perhaps now is the time to 

pause and refresh. Perhaps we can look at our lives and reflect. Perhaps 

we can support our fellow Community members a little better.  

     I’d like to extend an invitation to you, the reader, to support our local 

businesses a little more. We have almost everything we need here in our 

town. Money that you spend at your local business here in Nyssa is 

supporting your neighbor. Look around. Do you think that restaurant on 

Main Street could use your business to help pay their employees? Do 

you think that the Doctor's office would like to have you as a new 

patient so it can invest in new technology and make your experience 

better? Instead of driving two towns over to buy supplies or get services, 

perhaps now is the time to support your local business. Maybe you’ve 

seen some of these businesses donate to School Sports Teams, FFA, or 

other fundraisers. With this economic down-turn I’m sure these local 

businesses would love to have you visit their businesses. I know I would.   
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Friends, 
 

We continue to curb the Coronavirus outbreak in Oregon, with our state 

having some of the lowest COVID-19 rates across the country. The 

current case positivity rate is running between two and three percent of 

those tested. This is good as it shows a declining trend of positive cases, 

even as we test more people. 
 

COUNTIES APPROVED TO REOPEN 

The counties in House District 60 have been busy planning, writing, 

collaborating, and submitting their reopening plans to the Governor for 

review. Yesterday, Governor Brown announced the counties whose 

plans have been approved to begin the reopening process. All of 

House District 60’s counties were approved—Baker, Grant, Harney, Lake, 

and Malheur Counties. These counties entered into Phase 1 today. 

Thank you to our County Courts and local and regional leaders, as well 

as to our constituents, public health providers, small businesses, and 

other major area sectors for all the help to get us to this reopening step. 
 

HOUSE DISTRICT 60 CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
 

House District 60’s current stats are as follows: 

 
 

CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE AND THE STATE BUDGET 

As a member of the House Revenue Committee, we have been made 

aware that Oregon will likely be facing a $3 billion quarterly loss of 

revenue due to the Coronavirus response and its impacts. 
 

Governor Brown has informed state agencies to plan for nearly $2 billion 

in spending cuts. State agencies will be expected to identify about 8.5 

percent off of the current biennium budget, which means a 17 percent 

reduction for the last year of this biennium staring July 1st. The Governor 

has indicated that she will likely call the Legislature into a Special Session 

near the end of May or early June, after the release of the May 

Revenue Forecast, in order to balance the budget. 
 

PHILANTHROPIC FUNDING FOR COVID 19 RELIEF 

There are several funds set up by a collaborative of philanthropic 

organizations that are accepting applications for three grant programs 

through the Oregon Community Fund from non-profits and small 

businesses at the front lines of the Coronavirus outbreak. This 

collaborative has reached out to my office because they are not 

getting many applications from rural Oregon. Please send your 

applications here. Other resources for small businesses and non-profits 

can be found here. 
 

SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT DURING COVID-19 

The Small Business Association (SBA) Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

has an estimated $100 billion in funds still available for small businesses to 

be able to continue to pay their employees for up to eight weeks. These 

loans are forgivable if the guidelines are followed. 
 

So far, the SBA has processed over 475,000 loans for a total of over $52 

billion from more than 5,100 lenders across the U.S. This total is in addition 

to the first round of PPP loans, where over $340 billion went out to over 

1.6 million small businesses. The Governor’s Office has reported that 

nearly 55,000 businesses in Oregon have obtained more than $7 billion in 

loans through the SBA. 
 

The average PPP loan is for $206,000 and nearly 75 percent of all loans 

have been for $150,000 or less. U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin 

said that he expects the PPP to impact over 60 million workers, which is 

half the private workforce, and said that one million loans that have 

gone out so far are for companies with under 10 people. 
 

Contact your financial institution or the SBA to find a local lender who 

can help you apply. Also, Oregon has a Small Business Navigator phone 

line for business owners to call for assistance navigating available 

resources at 833-604-0880. 
 

Also, Business Oregon has launched a $10 million grant program to 

support small businesses in Oregon. This is essentially a match program 

to double the resources made available to communities with recovery 

efforts in the wake of the Coronavirus outbreak. More information on the 

program can be found here. 
 

FEDERAL UPDATES 

President Trump issued an Executive Order a few weeks ago regarding 

protecting the nation’s food supply and protecting the health of workers 

during this Coronavirus pandemic. This order is meant to prevent the 

meat shortages that have already been projected and ensure meat 

processing plants remain open. I have been in contact with other 

legislators, our federal delegation, the Oregon Dept. of Agriculture, the 

Oregon Beef Council, and others to try to restart Oregon’s state 

program for getting smaller local meat processing facilities up to USDA 

standards to allow greater access to meat supplies for Oregonians. 

Back in the 1970s, Oregon had a program of this nature that was ended 

due to budget cuts. We will continue working on this effort to see if there 

might be chance to reestablish this program through the emergency 

funding from the federal government. 
 

It is also my understanding that the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association has 

set up a database to connect Oregonians with local ranching 

operations for direct beef purchasing, which can be accessed here. 
 

Please continue to reach out to our office any time with your questions 

or needs, input and stories to share about how we might be able to 

serve you best. Thank you and be safe. 
 

 

Oregon House District 60 Newsletter 
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NYSSA SCHOOL  

DISTRICT #26 
 

Dr. Darren Johnson, Superintendent of Schools 

Ryan Hawkins, Assistant Superintendent  

School Board 

Robert Fehlman, Chairman 

Pat Morinaka, Vice Chairman     

Jeremy Peterson    Victoria Ramirez 

Kim Stipe      Marlon Wilson 

 

NYSSA HIGH SCHOOL STAFF 

Brett Jackman, Principal 

Tammy O’Rourke, Vice Principal 

Jenna Ravenscraft, Athletic Director 

    Bobby Deleon, Counselor 

         Sara Sapp, Office Manager/Registrar 

          Kimberly Sundquist, Office Manager/Attendance 

Megan Glenn, Library Secretary 

Emma Culbertson, Custodian 

Robert Rodriguez, School Resource Officer 

Gabe Fuentes, Migrant Program Coordinator 

Josh De Anda, Migrant Graduation Specialist 

 Brian Beck, Spanish 

Luis Cisneros, Spanish/Tutorial Teacher 

Kent Blanchard, Mathematics 

David Boyer, Art 

Chris Carlton, Science/Culinary Arts 

Sandra Carpenter, Resource Room 

Chad Cruickshank, Agriculture/Welding 

Brad Dalton, Math/Science 

Tom Delong, Health/Physical Education 

Ken Dickey, Science 

Spencer Esplin, TVT Construction 

Crystal Fortney, Instructional Assistant 

Craig Fournier, Science 

Marcus Hyde, TVT Welding 

Katy Holcomb, Health/Physical Science 

Mark Lasnick, Band 

Gretchen Longwell, Choir 

Jason Lamb, Language Arts 

Martha Lazo, English as a Second Language (ESL) 

Anna Long, Technology/Business 

Lee Long, Physical Education 

Megan Mott, Mathematics 

Elizabeth Martinez, Instructional Assistant 

Veronica Bunn, Instructional Assistant 

Jolene O’Connor, Language Arts/Career Transitions 

Aundra DeWitt, Health Careers 

Peggi Phair, Reading 

Aaron Mills, Social Studies 

Melissa Vargas. Language Arts 

Nilda Matos-Kelly, TVT CNA   

Cindy Ramos, Instructional Assistant 

Joleen Reece, ISI Teacher 

Travis Sapp, Social Studies 

NHS Class of 2020 

H   Honor Society         F    FFA State Degree       A  Attended all 12 years at Nyssa 
 

Gold Braid denotes completion of Nyssa Honors Program with a 3.5 GPA or better 

Silver Braid denotes completion of Nyssa Honors Program with a 3.00 to 3.49 GPA 

Red Braid denotes completion of Nyssa General Program with a 3.4 GPA or better 

Noelle Elizabeth Acosta 

Diego Alberto Arizmendi 

Cole David Ballantyne 

Aleonzo Rigberto Calderon 

Abram Vielma CastroA   

Myo Luca CastroAF    

Anayeli Pascacio CeledonioAH  

Pedro Angel ChavezAH  

Elijah Dael CleaverAH    

Morgen Lyn Cleaver 

Jose Angel Conchas 

Daniel Robert J De Leon 

Jesus Omar Diaz OcampoA   

Ismael Enrique ElguezabalA   

Adam FuentesA   

Marcos Fuentes Pena 

Maribel Angelica Gallegos 

Giles Deb Garner 

Oliver Thomas Gaskill 

Sandy Gonzales–CeledonioA   

Monique Dawn GonzalezA   

Britain Elizabeth HartleyAFH     

Ezequiel HerreraA    

Atheana Reyanne HinesA   

Esteban IniguezA   

Jennifer IniguezA   

Sydney Paige Jacobsen 

Makayla Harris KeslerAFH     

Laura Nicole Lambie 

Tyler Luis Lambie 

Sabrina Castro LazoA   

Jonathan LopezA   

Servando Manuel Lopez 

Hugo Santana Luna 

Luis Angel MedranoA   

Frank Oliver MendesAFH   

Keila Liliana Mendez 

Andy Coster Montes PerfectoA   

Melita  Morales-Retamoza 

Aidan Morgan MoyesAH   

Yesenia  Ortega FloresA   

Olivia Rose PageAFH    

Zayne Parker 

Elizabeth Pascacio DiazH  

Kelvin Pascacio-PascacioAH  

Armando Pedraza 

Emily Pena 

Autumn Elizabeth Ragus 

Asucena Ramirez 

Ezekiel Ramirez 

Hailey RiosA 

Raul Sanchez RuizA   

Eryn Leeann RustH  

Ruben Salazar Gonzalez 

Nathaniel Rey Salcido 

Malakai Shakira Salinas 

Rebecca Sue Sanders 

Michael Robert SappA   

Stephanie Louisa Savalza 

Adam Thomas SimpsonA   

Summer Xia Min StephenA   

Trevor Ray Strickland 

Zanizia Suarez 

Kyrstin Mae SwiftA  

Carla Ibette TenaA   

Sabrina Clare TorresA   

Alejandro Coria TorresA   

Brenda Trinidad MartinezA   

Jerardo Trinidad MartinezA   

Cristal Trinidad MontesAH    

Syriah Nephtali TrujilloFH   

Brenda Sotelo TrujilloA FH   

Raign Eliza Loe Vineyard 

Abigayle Eve Wachtler 

Spencer Harley WadeA   

Reece Jerry WilliamsFH   

Jose Angel Zazueta Valenzuela  

ANAYELI CELEDONIO 

− Finley Academic Excellence Scholarship  

− Oregon State University CAMP Scholarship 
 

PEDRO CHAVEZ 

− Pathway to Oregon Scholarship 

− Boise State University CAMP Scholarship 

− Idaho State University Out of State Scholar Award 

− Oregon State University Finely Academic Scholarship 

− Johnson & Wales University Presidential Scholarship 

− Washington State University Distinguished Cougar 

Award 

− Eastern Oregon University Scholar Award 

− Montana State University Exchange Scholarship 
 

ELIJAH CLEAVER 

− Tyrone Woods Scholarship 

− TVCC College Fair Scholarship 
 

ELIZABETH  PASCACIO  

− Finley Academic Excellence Scholarship  

− Oregon  State University CAMP Scholarship 

− OSAC Award 
 

KELVIN PASCACIO 

− Portland State University Residential Opportunity 

Scholarship 

− Boise State University Camp Scholarship 
 

OLIVIA PAGE 

− Utah Valley University Non-Resident Waiver Scholarship 

− National FFA John Deere Dealer Scholarship 
 

ERYN RUST 

− Pacific University Presidential Scholarship 

− Senior Preview Day Scholarship 
 

MICHAEL SAPP 

− Oregon Promise Scholarship 

− Winn Grimaldo Legacy Scholarship 

− Arizona State University Scholarship 

− University of Arizona Academic Scholarship 

− Eastern Oregon University Scholar Award 
 

TREVOR STRICKLAND 

− Ontario Women’s Club Scholarship 

− The Wayne Takami Memorial Scholarship 
 

CRISTAL TRINIDAD MONTES 

− Idaho Power Company Scholarship 
 

BRENDA SOTELO TRUJILLO 

− Oregon Idaho Border Fair 

− TVCC Foundation Scholarship 

− Marquina/Bennett Memorial Scholarship 

− Oregon Promise Award 
 

SYRIAH TRUJILLO 
− Salem University Athletic Scholarship 
 

ABIGAYLE  WACHTLER 

− Arthur Schulte Scholarship 

− UP Oregon Success Award 

Scholarship Recipients 
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Noelle Acosta Diego Arizmendi Cole Ballantyne Aleonzo Calderon Abram Castro 

Myo Castro    Sabrina Castro Anayeli Celedonio Pedro Chavez Elijah Cleaver 

Morgan Cleaver Jose Conchas Jesus Diaz Ismael Elguezabal Adam Fuentes 

Marco Fuentes Pena Maribel Gallegos Giles Garner Oliver Gaskill Sandy Gonzales 

Monique Gonzalez Britain Hartley Ezequiel Herrera Atheana Hines Esteban Iniquez 
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Jennifer Iniguez Sydney Jacobsen Makayla Kesler Nicole Lambie Tyler Lambie 

Jonathan Lopez Servando Lopez Hugo Luna Luis Medrano Frank Oliver Mendes  

Keila Mendez Andy Montes Perfecto Melita Morales Aidan Moyes Yesenia Ortego 

Olivia Page Zayne Parker Elizabeth Pascacio Kelvin Pascacio Armando Pedraza 

Emily Pena Autumn Ragus Asucena Ramirez Ezekiel Ramirez Hailey Rios 
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Raul Ruiz Eryn Rust Ruben Salazar Gonzalez Nathaniel Salcido Malakai Salinas 

Rebecca Sanders Michael Sapp Stephanie Savalza Adam Simpson Summer Stephen 

Trevor Strickland Kyrstin Swift Carla Tena Alejandro Coria Torres Sabrina Torres 

Brenda Trinidad Cristal Trinidad Jerardo Trinidad Brenda Sotelo Trujillo Syriah Trujillo 

Jose Valenzuela Raign Vineyard Abigayle Wachtler Spencer Harley Wade Reece Williams 
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Meet Malheur County Economic 

Development’s Newest Team Member 
     Ryan Bailey was recently hired 

as the assistant to the director at 

Malheur County Economic 

Development. He was raised in 

Stanfield and has deep roots in 

Eastern Oregon. Ryan attended 

Eastern Oregon University, where 

he will be graduating with a 

bachelor’s in computer science, 

and a minor in economics. He 

previously worked at Corwin 

Company in La Grande as IT/

Graphics arts and has taken 

advantage of multiple internship opportunities with the 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Eastern 

Oregon University Small Business Development Center.  

     “I am extremely excited to be starting this position and 

eager to meet the incredible people throughout the 

county,” Bailey said. 

     Greg Smith, Director of Economic Development for 

Malheur County said, “We are very pleased to add Ryan to 

our economic development team. His ability to connect 

with people, his background, and educational experience 

will be strong assets as we work together to keep Malheur 

County’s economy strong and vibrant.” 

     Smith added, “There will be new challenges as the 

economy reopens and we stand ready to assist and lead. 

We encourage entrepreneurs, existing business owners, and 

those considering relocating to Malheur County to contact 

us today.” 

     The Malheur Economic Development team can be 

reached by: 

Phone: 541-889-6216  

Email: malheurcountyedc@gmail.com. 

     The Nyssa Nite Rodeo board is sad to 

announce we will not be having our 75th 

annual Nyssa Nite Rodeo due to the 

COVID-19 threat and Governor Brown’s 

orders. This has not been an easy 

decision for us to make and we waited 

as long as possible to see if we would 

be able to rodeo this year.  

     The Rodeo Board is incredibly grateful for the community 

support, the sponsors that help us put on the rodeo, the fans 

that come out, and the contestants and stock contractors. 

And lastly the board members and volunteers that show up 

every year. We wouldn’t be able to put on such a 

wonderful show without all of you.  

     Despite not being able to have the rodeo this year, we 

are still offering one, $1,000.00 scholarship to a Nyssa or 

Adrian High School Senior. We are grateful to be able to 

fulfill our annual contribution to the area youth and their 

continuing education. We will also be crowning a queen for 

the 2021 rodeo.  Stay tuned to our Facebook page and 

website, nyssaniterodeo.com for these announcements.   

     We look forward to the 2021 Nyssa Nite Rodeo to 

continue to promote the Western way of life. 

Nyssa Nite Rodeo Update 



 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 
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Seasonal Allergies and Toothaches 
Dr. Ruston R. Munk, DMD 

     I love Spring! The weather is starting to warm up, the birds are 

chirping, and the flowers are blooming. The downside is that all those 

beautiful flowers always make my allergies flare up! 

     Every year in the Spring and Fall, we see a number of patients in our 

dental office with toothache symptoms on teeth without a reason to 

hurt.  These symptoms are most commonly localized to the upper back 

teeth.  Symptoms include, hypersensitivity to cold, pain on biting, 

sensitivity to tapping and slight throbbing sensation.  While it is true all of 

these symptoms mimic an infected tooth, they also are indicative of 

sinus pressure. 

     Sinus Pressure is a common side effect to the body’s response to 

seasonal allergens.  The body produces thick mucus to eliminate the 

allergens.  The congestion creates pressure and pain. Sinus Pressure can 

cause a tooth to ache, especially an upper tooth. 
 

Treatment: 

Once you have seen your dentist and ruled out a tooth infection you 

can treat the symptoms.  In order to treat sinus congestion and pressure 

to relieve tooth pain you must eliminate the congestion which causes 

the pressure. A good trio of medications we recommend to our patients 

to treat these symptoms are: 

1.-Antihistamine (Claritin, Allegra, Benadryl) 

2.-Decongestant (Pseudofed, Claritin-D) 

3.-Topical Nasal Spray- (Afrin) 

 

     If toothache symptoms don’t resolve be sure to revisit your dentist for 

a reevaluation and/or referral to a specialist. That toothache may be 

more than just allergies, so be sure to follow up with your dentist. Make 

an appointment with your dentist today, you'll be glad you did! And 

always remember... Dream Big. Smile Bigger. 

     PS. Don’t have dental insurance? No problem. Ask about our VIP 

Program that helps you and the entire family get the dental care you 

need to have a great smile and save money in the process. 

 

Munk Family Dental 

541.372.3950 

“We Do Braces, And A Whole Lot More!” 

 

A Letter to the Attorney General 
 

Honorable William P. Barr  

Attorney General of the United States  

Department of Justice  

950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW.  

Washington, D.C. 20530-0001  
 

Attorney General Barr,  
 

     I am writing to you as an American citizen and Oregon resident who 

values our inherent freedom protected by the Constitution and the Bill 

of Rights. I implore you to put the Governor of Oregon, Kate Brown, on 

notice that her actions in keeping our entire state on shutdown are 

unconstitutional, and she has no authority to suspend the Constitution.  

Our Governor, Kate Brown, has grossly overstepped her authority by 

restricting the movements of free citizens, forbidding gatherings and 

religious services, unilaterally deciding which Oregon businesses & 

organizations are “non-essential” and subject to closure, interfering in 

the relationship between physician and patient by outlawing certain 

medicine to treat Covid-19 from non-hospitalized patients, and 

cancelling all non-emergent surgeries (many of which are life-saving). 

All of these actions have infringed on our rights as Americans and 

citizens of Oregon. In addition, data shows that the Covid-19 cases 

peaked weeks ago in Oregon, our epi curve has flattened, and our 

testing capability is more than sufficient. Medical centers and hospitals 

are now laying workers off due to lack of patients, and obviously are not 

overwhelmed. Jobless claims now exceed 100,000, and most have not 

received any benefits (see http://thehill.com/homenews/state-

watch/495228-oregon-has-backlog-of-more-than-100k-unemployment-

claims-report) , due to a reported “glitch” in the system. How can 

government deny the right to work without providing compensation? 

Suicide, Depression, Domestic Violence and Child Abuse reports are 

increasing as people lose income, jobs, their freedom and hope. The 

“cure” has become worse than the disease.  

     Governor Brown continues to base Oregon’s shutdown on models 

that have been proven to be in error, instead of on the hard case data 

we now possess. The majority of counties in Oregon (24) never had a 

single Covid-19 death, indeed 5 counties never had a single case, and 

5 additional counties had only one or two cases. Why should these 2/3 

majority of Oregon counties be forced to remain shutdown, and denied 

their liberty? Any Covid-19 emergency in Oregon has passed. In fact, 

Oregon was of the first 20 states approved by the CDC, John’s Hopkins, 

and Vice President Pence to reopen based on their curve and other 

hard data.  

     Governor Brown ignored the Constitution in making her Covid-19 

emergency declaration. Instead, she relied on ORS 401.165, a statutory 

process that gives her the following unending powers:  

− ORS 401.168 – complete authority over all state government 

agencies, over all police powers, and authority to suspend provisions 

of any order or rule of any state agency;  

− ORS 401.175 – complete control of all emergency operations, 

control of all police and law enforcement activities, and authority to 

close all roads and highways;  

− ORS 401.188 – authority to control, restrict and regulate by rationing, 

prohibitions on shipments, price fixing, allocations or other means, 

the use, sale or distribution of food, feed, fuel, clothing and other 

commodities, materials, goods and services, and the right to take 

any other action that may be necessary for the management of 

resources.  

     If you agree that the Governor has violated the United States 

Constitution, and the 14th Amendment , please intervene on our behalf 

to end the statewide shutdown or Oregon, and her unconstitutional 

theft of our liberty.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

If you agree with this letter and 

would like to submit one yourself, 

please visit the website 

nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

where you can find a copy to 

print and sign 



I feel like I missed the fun parts of the State Convention experience 

because I wasn't able to attend it physically due to COVID-19. I wasn't 

able to take the fun-filled trip to Redmond. I also wasn't able to 

experience the gathering of other FFA Chapters from the state of 

Oregon. I'm really hoping that my National Convention experience is not 

harmed due to COVID-19. 

-Zachary Dougherty 

 

This year for FBM was definitely a year to remember. The stress was on as 

soon as we opened the Farm Business Management book and it 

extended into our time in quarantine. It was a long process and our little 

ag class of 14 students didn't want to break the chain of achieving the 10 

year decade of dominance. Many times, we would sit in class and study 

but no one knew what on earth we were talking about. At some points it 

felt like we were trying to study a dictionary! Slowly and surely we finally 

started to understand and piece together our FBM puzzle. Next thing we 

know the pandemic starts, schools close, spring sports stop, and State 

FFA is cancelled. Our team was sad we didn't get to experience State, 

but we were mainly concerned about how we would do when we did 

take the FBM test. I know our team was worried all our hard work wouldn't 

pay off since other students could potentially cheat when they took the 

test and there was nothing we could do about it. It was a relief when 

they finally announced the winners. At first, I thought I heard wrong but 

then it hit me that we had actually gotten First Place. I couldn't believe it 

that I would be able to go to Nationals. I was so grateful that all the days 

full of questions, late night studies, and stressful quizzes - where all we 

wanted to do was pull our hair out, finally paid off. Mr. Cruickshank was 

with us the entire way and when none of us knew the answer, he would 

help us figure it out and learn definitions for everything. We couldn't have 

done it without Mr. Cruickshank's help because he was with us for every 

single step and he was learning new things with us. This year was 

definitely one of the most stressful years for FBM, we were all on our toes 

the entire time and now all I'm doing is crossing my fingers for the 

National FFA Convention - I really don't want Nationals to get cancelled. 

-Jaynee Schulthies 
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2020 Nyssa FFA Farm Business Management 

State Championship Team 

Zachary Dougherty Jaynee Schulthies 

Ivan Young Zaria Parker 

Keyli’s Mexican & 

American 

Restaurant has a 

new drive-through! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Thunderegg Days 
July 9-11, 2020 

 

We’re looking for new ideas! 

If you’d like to chair a new activity, event, tournament, 

or sports event during Thunderegg Days, please contact 

us at the Chamber! 
 

541-372-3091  

nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com 
 

Requirements: FUN!! Safe!! FUN!! 

mailto:nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com
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Thank You Nyssa FFA and Nyssa Key Club! 

Bob’s Steak N’ Spirits is OPEN! 

     Jason Pearson, Nyssa Chamber & Chad Cruickshank, Nyssa FFA                         Ruston Munk, Nyssa Chamber, Megan Glen, Nyssa Key Club, & Nikki Enders, Nyssa Chamber 
 

 Checks were presented to the Nyssa FFA and Nyssa Key Club for tips they earned during the Chamber Banquet. Great job!!  
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