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Aaaaahhhh Valentine’s Day! Sunday February 14th 

Let’s celebrate for the whole week! 
 Beginning on Monday, February 8th, let’s start continue spreading the                                around Nyssa! 

We, the Chamber, want to encourage everyone to reach out and do something fun for Valentine’s Day!  Let’s celebrate 

love, kindness, hugs, giving, sharing, smiles, and friends in any way possible.  We’ve collected a few ideas to get you 

started, but please, let your imagination run wild!   

 Wear RED all week! 

 Decorate your windows ~ businesses and homes. 

 Put positive stickie notes on cars all over town. 

 Pay it forward at the coffee shop or drive through or any other business for that matter! 

 Leave a card or goodies in the mailbox for the mailman. 

 Leave a card or goodies on your neighbors’ doorstep. 

 Find FREE printables at cleanandscentsible.com/free-valentines-day-printables/ 

     This l ist is just a starting point…. you don’t have to do 

all or any of these things, any kindness you share will sti l l 

create a ripple effect and hopefully make others feel 

loved.  

 SMILE! At everyone you pass today! (Some people will 

think you are nuts…but that’s okay.)  

 Shop locally or online for items that give back to a 

great cause. 

 Give the drive thru teller at the bank a sweet treat.  

 Clean out your closet and donate any clothes you 

don’t need anymore…. and ask your kiddos to do the 

same with their toys. 

 Post uplifting notes all around town…. on the gas 

pump, on the grocery store cart, or the changing 

room. You can use these printables to get you started 

(https://oneshetwoshe.com/random-acts-of-kindness/) 

 Send a “spa” basket to your kid’s teacher.  

 Drop by the hospital and bring in new magazines to 

the waiting rooms. 

 While you are at the hospital, tape money on the 

vending machines with a nice note.  

 Buy a coffee for the car behind you in the drive thru…. 

or buy a gift card and leave it with the cashier to buy 

the next few cars a coffee. 

 Package care bags for homeless… you can include a 

bottle of water, snacks, first aid kit, stamps, paper/

envelopes, a pen, and a clean pair of socks {the most 

commonly asked for item} in a gallon sized ziplock 

bag. 

 Send a gift card anonymously to a single mom. 

 Make a Valentine card for your mailman.  

 Visit with a senior citizen. Take time to listen to their 

stories and ask questions… the gift of our time is more 

precious than we realize. 

 Put quarters in all of the candy and prize machines at 

the grocery store. (Stand back and just wait for a kid 

to come along and listen to how excited they get! It’s 

priceless!) 
 

So, there you are… 14 ways to spread a little love this 

Valentine’s Day! Small ways to share big love. I  hope you 

feel loved in the process too! 
 

Source: https://oneshetwoshe.com/random-acts-of-

kindness/ 

Love is the most powerful force for change in the world 

Fourteen Acts of Kindness to Help Spread the Love on Valentine’s Day 
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Thank You! 
     Like many of you, 2020 was a year we won’t forget for many reasons, but we in the 

Schulthies family have a special reason to be grateful.  Having lived in this great 

community all our lives we are blessed with such great friends and neighbors that we have 

been able to associate among and learn to love.   

     This past September we had a life changing event as we experienced the passing of 

our dad, Vaughn, during our busy onion harvest season.  With so many tender mercies and 

miracles from heaven we were able to have most of the crop harvested and nowhere to 

take onions for the week that he was struggling to hold on to life.  This allowed us, as a 

family, to spend much time together that we will all remember forever!  Another huge 

miracle happened in the fact that all eight of us siblings were able to be here to say 

goodbye to dad as he was passing from this life to the next and visit with family and 

community who came to wish him well on the next part of his journey.   

     Three short weeks later to the minute we were very shocked to lose our mother, 

Barbara, after a week of her fighting for life!  We as a family have much to be grateful for 

knowing that they didn’t have to be apart for long, that they lived great lives of 

discipleship, and taught us how to do the same.  This has brought us much comfort 

through a very difficult time.  Which brings us to the reason we wanted to thank this great community for all that it has done for us as a family.   

     We cherish the stories you shared about our parents that we were unaware of.  The number of texts, phone calls, letters, flowers, notes, and acts 

of kindness we can’t even begin to list!  The amount of people that attended their services virtually was a huge tribute to us as a family.  We are so 

grateful for how much this community loved our parents, as well as the incredible amounts of help that we had to finish our beet harvest--all we had 

to do was stand back and the members of our community just came pouring in to help!  So, from one of many families in this community that 

suffered loss in 2020, we just want to say THANK YOU to all of those who helped in so many ways and know that we really appreciate all that you 

have done. We hope to be able to pay it forward as we continue to live in such a great community that knows the true meaning of charity!!!!! 

THANK YOU! - The Schulthies Family 

Top Row left to right: Weston, Wade, Juliene, Sheree, Stoney, Logan 

Bottom Row left to right: Becky, Barbara, Vaughn, Tara  

Nyssa Food Pantry 
     Change has occurred and continues as the year 2020 comes to an 

end.  This is also true if you have been to the Nyssa Food Pantry.  Over 

the past year, at the pantry, patrons who were accustomed to entering 

and “shopping” for the needed items to alleviate some stress or strain 

when it comes to feeding themselves or family members, have now 

transitioned into a “drive thru” style adventure.  Being a non-profit 

organization supported by the Nazarene church where the pantry is 

housed, many of our local community members and businesses have 

given freely of their time, produce, skills, and knowledge to help and 

better the pantry.  

     First, a huge thanks goes to Quick’s Foto Design, for a wonderful 

thought and ideal execution in capturing the effects and community 

members during the early onset of Covid-19, with their “Front Porch” 

photos.  Words cannot express the gratitude for their selfless services 

rendered in the community and the great support of the Pantry in a 

time of need.  A long list of farmers who continue to support the pantry 

with produce and financial means to better the community and families 

we all call neighbors and friends.  The pantry has also received 

donations of lumber and skills to construct more shelves in which to store 

the necessities to be handed out to families each week.  

     The Pantry serves approximately 150-175 families each month with 

staple supplies for their pantry to nourish and supplement their regular 

shopping trips.  Some of the staples that are received include, rice, 

beans, bread, cereal, an assortment of fruits and vegetables, as well as 

meat and desserts.  As the process of receiving assistance has changed 

the goals of the Pantry have not. The Pantry continues to support the 

members of the community in times of need.  

     Currently, the Pantry is applying for grants to improve the Pantry. The 

Albertson’s Foundation awarded the pantry with a small grant to help 

improve the HVAC system in the building.  There are also other grants 

that are being worked on to continue the mission of the Pantry.  The 

volunteers at the Pantry would like to thank all of those who contributed 

to bettering the community either by a donation of time, money or 

supplies, every little bit is appreciated and valued as we continue to 

serve those around us.  

     The Pantry is located at 415 S. Main St and is open from 4-7pm on 

Mondays and 9-1 on Thursdays except holidays, if you would like to 

donate, all non-perishable food is accepted as well as cash or check.  

The Pantry is continually grateful for the love and support the 

community continues to exhibit on a daily basis. 

One Last Thing from Christmas! 
 Santa’s Mail Box was set just outside the Nyssa Library for kids to send letters and get their request 

in before Christmas.  He said he received and responded to 62 letters from kids in Nyssa, Ontario, and 

Fruitland.  He also let us know that all the kids who sent letters were on the ‘Nice List’ and received 

certificates for their hard work at being good in 2020.    

 Here’s a picture of Kali Mosso with her certificate!  Kali’s Mom, Allison, is a teacher at Nyssa 

Elementary and helped several kids get their letters to Santa in time.  Thanks Allison, for doing such a 

great job with all the kids!! 

 (I’m so sorry I missed this in the January About Town! But I couldn’t let it go without sharing it.  :0) 

Two of the LDS sisters helping with freight. The light that was installed for late shifts.  

Happy volunteers!  
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Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 

 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 1st Vice President 

 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

2nd Vice President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

Board Treasurer 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works 

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

Our Mission:  

The Nyssa Chamber of 

C o m m e r c e  a n d 

A g r i c u l t u r e  w a s 

organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l , 

industrial, farming, 

civic, and general 

interests of the City of 

Nyssa and its business 

area. 
 

Chamber Board:  

Meeting held at 6:30 

PM on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

Waldo Conference 

Center 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be 

republished or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

Nyssa Public Library 
319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Temporary Hours: 

Tuesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 12:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

   105 Main Street,        Phone: 541-372-3091 

   Nyssa, OR 97913       Fax: 541-372-9990 
 

 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

Tawni Maxwell 

     Well, another month has already flown by.  I hope your 2021 New Year resolutions are still in 

full swing! 

     In the past few years, the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce Honors Banquet was been in 

February.  However, this year the board decided to postpone it for a few months.  With the cold 

weather and, you know…the ‘C’ word, requiring small indoor gatherings, we are hoping by 

May we’ll be able to get together for a lot of laughs, honor great people in our community, 

and have a nice dinner! 

     We considered an online auction and a few other options, but we couldn’t quite come up 

with anything we could get really excited about.  The community has supported all of our 

events beyond what we could even image and we’re so thankful for all of your support!  The 

banquets have been such a fun event for us we want to come up with something super 

spectacular.  So, stay tuned for updates!  

     In the meantime, stop by one of the businesses below and pick up a nominee form to tell us 

about stand out citizens in our community who kept their wits about them and even went 

above and beyond in 2020. 

     Here are the categories: Agriculturist of the Year, Business of the Year, Citizen of the Year, 

Educator of the Year, and Public Servant of the Year. Check page 15 for a list of past honorees!

Pick up your forms at: Cattle Drive Coffee, Eagle Eye Produce, Munk Family Dental, Simpli 

Balanced, and The Rock Store Grill 
 

 

Let’s celebrate Valentine’s Day in a big way this year for 

our February event!  

THANK YOU!!! 

Eastern Oregon Economic Border Board 

$25,000 Grant 

We are so excited about taking the next 

steps in the Nyssa Renewal process.  

More to come next month! 
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E-Gift Cards 
The Small Business Development Center @ TVCC and the Nyssa 

Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 
     These gift cards are still available!  Get yours today!  

The word is really starting to spread! 

     You may have seen this logo at local businesses in Nyssa, Ontario, 

Vale, Weiser, Payette, and Fruitland.   

     The Shop Four Rivers E-Gift Card project is a group effort of the SBDC 

at TVCC together with all the local Chambers.  It’s a grassroots initiative 

to grow the economic base and vitality of our local region.  The idea is 

based on a conscious choice to keep local-dollars-local and create 

real revenue for our small businesses. 

     Purchase a gift card for family, friend, or co-worker.  You can print it 

or text it to them.  Then they are able to spend it at any of the 

participating merchants. 

     If you’re a small business and you would like to participate all you 

need to do is, go to the website and sign up or contact the chamber 

office.  It doesn’t cost anything!  If you’d like to offer an additional 

discount or promotion, you can do that, too. 

     To purchase a gift card go to app.yiftee.com/gift-card/shopfourrivers 

or www.shopfourrivers.com website.  If you have additional questions, 

please call the chamber office at 541-372-3091 
 

The Western Treasure Valley has many of your favorite retailers, 

restaurants, services and entertainment in one place. Use the 

Shop Four Rivers gift card at all participating locations in various 

businesses throughout Malheur, Payette, and Washington 

counties — there is truly something for everyone! 

Cooking on the Kenai With Emily Sims  
Susan Barton 

     Many in Nyssa will remember Emily Sims, NHS 

Home Ec instructor from 1989 to 2002. Emily recently 

retired from teaching students in a school setting 

but continues teaching all of us with a You Tube 

channel, “Cooking on the Kenai”. 

     Current topics on her channel include basic 

measuring of ingredients, making pie dough, home 

made bread and biscuits, angel food cake and her 

legendary peanut brittle. Subscribe to her channel, it is free, and 

receive updates when new programs are added. 

Nyssa Feral        Cat Project 
Lola Davis  

     Nyssa Feral Cat Project would like to thank the many donors who 

have supported us this past year, with cash donations, recyclable 

bottles and cans, cat food and litter, newspaper, towels, Styrofoam 

boxes, tuna cans, help with trapping, transporting, and volunteering for 

the yard sale and other activities.  It’s truly inspiring to see people’s 

compassion toward the four-legged critters who share our community! 

     In case our organization is new to you, here’s the short description of 

who we are and are not: 

     Nyssa Feral Cat Project is a 501(3)c non-profit organization formed to 

help control the free-roaming cat population.  (We are not a shelter, 

nor a veterinary office.) We use a method called Trap, Neuter, Return 

(TNR), in which cats are humanely trapped, taken to a vet to be 

spayed/neutered, and after a short recovery period, returned to the 

exact location where they were trapped.  A caregiver provides regular 

food, water, and shelter, as well as monitoring for any new, sick, or 

injured cats.  This is called a “Managed Colony.”   These cats can then 

resume their job of rodent control, while free of the responsibilities of 

parenthood.  The fighting, roaming, spraying, and other breeding 

related behaviors are diminished. 

     Nyssa Feral Cat Project is funded exclusively by donations.  None of 

our volunteers receive a salary.  All work is done by volunteers.  If this 

sounds interesting to you and you’d like to hear more, you can view our 

Facebook page, or leave a message on our message line 208-724-4964.  

Most calls are returned within 24 hours. 

     Just one more thank you: to those kitties who’ve had so much 

patience while waiting for their turn at spay and neuter, and thanks to 

those people who’ve helped out by identifying those colonies. The wait 

list is quite long, but we’re getting through it just as fast as we can.  

Together, we can make Nyssa a better place for feline and human 

alike! 

Valentine’s Day Sales Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

− Americans spent $27.4 billion on Valentine’s Day in 2020. 

− US consumers spent $5.8 billion on jewelry on February 14th. 

− The average amount spent on Valentine’s Day was $196.31 per 

person. 

− More than half of the spending or $101.21 went to gifts for spouses 

and partners. 

− The average amount men spend on Valentine’s is $291.15. 

− Women spend an average of $106.22 on Valentine’s Day. 

Spread the love to some of our local businesses!  Let’s keep those 

Valentine’s dollars LOCAL! 

http://www.shopfourrivers.com
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NEW RELEASE: January 11th, 2020 

     This fall, the Nyssa FFA competed in many events and competitions 

including Dairy Judging, Soil Evaluation, and Job Interview. 

     To start off the school year, the Nyssa FFA chapter competed in 

District Dairy Judging. The Beginning team placed second, and the 

Advanced team did not place. Individual placings included Brenna 

Kesler (2nd), Megan Ward (5th), London Hartley (6th), and Emma 

Sandstrom (8th).  This year the FFA wasn’t able to meet in person so all 

competitions have been through Zoom.  Soil Judging was also a success 

with the Beginning team bringing home a blue first place banner, and 

the Advanced team also placed first!  In the Beginning team, individual 

honors include Ashton Wilson (1st), Dawson Richards (3rd), Ambrie 

Draper (5th), Delenn Wright (6th), Belle Wagstaff (8th), and Navaeh 

Martinez (10th). Advanced team Porter Carlton took 1st place, Austin 

Romans (4th), and Sara Stephens (7th). 

     Another competition the Nyssa FFA competed in was job interview. 

For the Beginning job interview team Megan Ward placed 4th, and 

Ambrie Draper (5th). On the Advanced Job Interview team Kailani 

Schulthies was in fifth place. 

     This year the Nyssa FFA (Farm Business Management) team placed 

1st during the Oregon FFA Virtual Convention, normally they would go to 

Indianapolis and compete against other teams at Nationals. Because of 

Covid, the National FFA Convention was held through Zoom and 

competitions did not take place. Our State-winning team will have the 

opportunity to compete in 2021, we hope. 

     The Oregon State Officers visited through Zoom meetings and spoke 

to the FFA classes. 

     Nyssa FFA was recently awarded a Northwest Farm Credit Services 

Rural Community Grant in the amount of $1,000.00 to purchase 

updated personal protective equipment such as leather capes, 

coveralls, and welding gear to keep all those utilizing and viewing the 

Nyssa Ag Shop and Welding lab safe. The new gear purchased through 

Norco will allow students to perform a variety of welding applications 

including overhead welding while keeping safe as well as ensuring 

school clothes are free from damage while learning and enhancing 

their skills. Thank you to NWFCS for this opportunity. 

NYSSA FFA EARNS DISTRICT AND NATIONAL HONORS 

     The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal growth, 

and career success training through agricultural education to more 

than 700,000 student members who belong to one of the more than 

8,600 local FFA chapters throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico and the U.S. 

Virgin Islands. The organization is also supported by more than 8 million 

alumni and supporters throughout the U.S. 

 

The Nyssa FFA Chapter wishes you a Happy New Year! 

President Sara Stephens 

Vice President Kailani Schulthies 

Secretary Qyonee Mitchell 

Treasurer Austin Romans 

Reporter Chloe Richards 

Sentinel Colton Rindlisbacher 

Historian Porter Carlton 

Parliamentarian Zaria Parker 

Alumni Chair Zachary Dougherty 

Advisor Chad Cruickshank 

5th Annual Malheur County Spelling Bee 
     Nyssa Elementary School will host the 5th 

Annual Malheur County Spelling Bee on 

March 11, 2021.  18 of the county’s 21 

public K-8th schools are expected to 

attend, with students from 1st-8th grades 

competing in grade level competitions.  In 

addition, one student will be crowned 

Malheur County’s top speller, and will 

represent the county at the Scripps National 

Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. In 

recognition of health hazards related to 

COVID-19, all events will be conducted virtually.  The public is invited to 

attend the competitions virtually by accessing the links on the Nyssa 

Elementary School webpage at https://www.nyssa.k12.or.us/o/nyssa-

elementary-school 
 

For more information, please contact Nyssa PTO @ nyssapto@gmail.com 



 

We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 
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 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 

     It’s that time of year! Nyssa Girl Scout Troop 265 will be taking 

orders through January 31st. 
 

Booth Sales will start February 26th. 
 

     This year our booth sales will look very different.  Instead of being 

inside a building, we will be holding drive-through booth sales.  Be 

looking around town for signs that will direct you to your nearest booth 

sale!  You won’t need to leave the comfort of your car to stock up on 

your favorite Girl Scout cookies!  

     They are only available for a short time, so get them while you can. 

For more information on ordering cookies or joining Girl Scouts, 

please contact Janet Petersen @ 541-709-1469. 

JoElle Rau 

     The Library is open!  Our (temporary) hours are Tuesday and Thursday 

1-5, Wednesday-Friday 1-5 and Saturday 12-4.  We are also still offering 

our curbside service.  Place a hold (on books) or call us and tell us what 

you want.  When you get to the library, we will bring your books out to 

you.    

What’s New at the library? 

     We will have a ‘Take and Make Valentine Card Craft’, as well as a 

new craft for the kids each week.  

     We have lots of new books, for adults and children.  Want to read the 

new Alex Cross book by James Patterson?  Or are you wanting to catch 

up on the latest Longmire book?  Then check out Next to Last Stand by 

Craig Johnson.  

     You can search the Sage Library system, sign up for a library card 

and more from:  

https://catalog.sage.eou.edu/ 
 

     Prefer to read on your kindle or other electronic device?  Check out 

our Library2go app Libby.  From Libby you can download a wide 

selection of books for adults and children. Including audio books!  

     Are you more of a magazine reader?  Thanks to a grant we received 

from the Oregon State Library we now offer online magazines via Flipster 

~ Readers Digest, Real Simple, Pioneer Woman, Backpacker, Country 

Woman, and more!  All you need is a library card!  

     Looking for a new skill?  Or want to brush up on an old one?  Then 

Creative Bug is for you.  Go to https://www.creativebug.com/lib/nyssa-

library and sign up for a free account.  Once you sign up for the free 

account you can access it anywhere by using the app.  

     Coming Soon!  Summer Reading 2021!!  Our theme this year is 

“Reading Colors Your World” more information will be coming soon! 

     Join us for Story time live every Tuesday @ 11 a.m.  

     Masks are required when in the library, the restrooms and drinking 

fountains are not available. Computer use is for adults only or children 

accompanied by an adult.  

     As always for your support and love for 

your library. If you have any questions, comments or suggestions please 

give us a call @ 541-372-2978 or you can email librarystaff@nyssacity.org. 

NYSSA PTO FUNDRAISERS 

Little Caesar Pizza  

     Nyssa Elementary PTO is so excited to be able to start up our Annual 

"Little Caesar Pizza Fundraiser"!!  The dates will be March 1st 

through March 12th and pick-up date will be March 16th. These dates 

are subject to change but will be verified in the March Edition of About 

Town.  This is a great way to earn money to support our kids field trips, 

playground equipment, and necessities.  We hope you can help 

support our school!  

 

Drive for School Spirit 

     Also, the "Drive for School Spirit" 

fundraiser will be available this Spring! So, 

watch for the exact dates in the March 

Edition of About Town.  You don't want to 

miss the opportunity to show your School 

Spirit with a blue Paw or N!!!  

 

Thank you again for supporting Nyssa Elementary kids!  

 

“America was not built on fear.  America 

was built on courage, on imagination, and 

an unbeatable determination to do the job 

at hand.”   

- Harry S Truman 

https://www.creativebug.com/lib/nyssa-library
https://www.creativebug.com/lib/nyssa-library
mailto:librarystaff@nyssacity.org
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Nyssa Elementary School will host 
Malheur County’s premier academic 

event, the 5th Annual Malheur County 
Spelling Bee, on March 11, 2021. 19 

of the county’s 21 public K-8th 
schools are expected to attend, with 

students from 1st-8th grades compet-
ing in grade level competitions. In 

addition, one student will be crowned 
Malheur County’s top speller, and will 

represent the county at the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in Washington, 
D.C.  In recognition of health hazards 
related to COVID-19, all events will 
be conducted virtually. The public is 
invited to attend the competitions vir-

tually by accessing the links on the 
Nyssa Elementary School webpage at  

https://www.nyssa.k12.or.us/o/nyssa-elementary-school  

Monday-Friday   

8:00am-2:30pm 

WE ARE HEADED BACK TO THE CLASSROOMS! 

Students will be returning to full in person learning on 

January 25th. Please remind your students: 

Feb. 15th– NO SCHOOL 
(Presidents Day) 

Feb. 26th– NO SCHOOL 

Nyssa School District and      

Malheur ESD staff have 

been hopping in line to re-

ceive their COVID-19 vac-

cinations. Pictured here is a 

Malheur ESD staff member 

proudly showing off her  “I 

Got Vaccinated!”  sticker.  
Period 1: 9:00am - 10:10am 

Period 2: 10:20am - 11:30am 

LUNCH: 11:30am - 12:15pm 

Period 3: 12:15pm - 1:25pm 

Period 4: 1:35pm - 2:45pm 

OTI: 2:45pm - 3:45pm 

Malheur County Spelling Bee 

March 11, 2021 

Nyssa Elementary School 

NYSSA COMMUNITY  

BLOOD DRIVE 

FEBRUARY 27TH 

                      NYSSA HIGH SCHOOL 

• FEBRUARY 10TH– SCHOOL PICTURES 

ATTENTION SENIORS 

• FEBRUARY 9TH—SENIOR CLASS MTG 

• FEBRUARY 9TH-  SENIOR CLASS PICTURE 

• FEBRUARY 9TH-  JOSTENS (ORDERING) 

• FEBRUARY 16TH-  JOSTENS (PAYMENT) 

 

https://www.nyssa.k12.or.us/o/nyssa-elementary-school


PAGE 8 ISSUE 203  BULLDOG BULLETIN  

Preston de Oliveira 

 Preston easily deserves this nomination. Every day, from the moment he walks into this classroom, he is look-

ing for something to learn.  He is a star student and is very aware of his surroundings, and the people that are part of 

his surroundings.  He is very reflective on his learning in addition to his awareness.  He follows all the classroom rules 

and consistently finishes his homework and classwork.  He asks pertinent questions during instruction, and follows up 

with questions if necessary.  He is kind to his classmates and practices the golden rule.  His presence in this classroom 

is stellar and he sets a good example of what a star student looks like.  ~Mr. Hobbs 

Ambrosia Holmes 

 Like most students, Ambrosia Holmes came into kindergarten shy and unsure of what to expect. In fact, she 

would barely even speak. After a short time in school, she bloomed into the successful kindergartner that she is to-

day. Each day she enters the classroom eager to learn and with a positive attitude that has helped her achieve great 

academic success. Ambrosia is already reading!  As her teacher, I am honored to witness and to be a part of Ambro-

sia's social and academic growth. ~Mrs. Berry 

 

 In this year unlike any before it, we have been and continue to be thoughtful of and even preoccupied by matters of health and hy-

giene, and nowhere more so than at work, where we interact with many different people. We’ve all felt the worry it has caused, the concern 

about touching contaminated surfaces or breathing contaminated air. But rather than increasing worry, Jesse and his staff have relieved it 

with meticulous care of our facilities, including twice daily sanitizing of every room used by students and staff, and thereby enabling us all 

to focus on the business of education. In this time of worry, nothing is more important than health. I know I speak on behalf of all staff in 

thanking you for protecting it! A few comments here:  

 Jesse has kept my classroom warm! For a few weeks that meant he had to reset my furnace every morning--just one more thing he 

happily added to his to-do list each day!  ~  Mrs. Cade 

 I appreciate the way they are willing to work with us and often go the extra mile to accommodate us. They are cheerful and smiling 

even when sometimes they are required to do extra work because of our Mistakes. ~ Mrs. Barnes 

 Our custodial/maintenance staff have been amazing this fall. I have never seen our building or any building so clean and welcoming. 

All three go about their work in a quiet and cheerful manner without complaining. I am so grateful for everything they do helping make our 

building a pleasant place to be.  ~ Mr. Evans 

 Jesse, the custodians, and maintenance staff have all more than earned this recognition over the years and especially this year. Our 

schools and grounds look loved and cared for and that is through the work and dedication of these people. It is so nice to come back after 

summer and breaks to clean and shiny buildings and manicured landscapes. ~Mrs. Case 

Jesse Melendez ~  Angie Klein ~ Mike Konanen ~ Jacob Iracheta 

Congratulations to the following students that have completed all the 

requirements for graduation and will be graduating early. We wish them 

best of luck. 

MARCUS OGAWA JACEY HARTLEY NICHOLAS STEINBUREGGE  
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Dr. Longwell & Mr. Lasnick 

 
 The Nyssa Middle School employees of the month are Dr. Gretchen Longwell and Mark Lasnick. All of our 

staff members have done well adjusting their instruction to teaching online, but Gretchen and Mark, have had to 

make many unique adjustments. Both instructors were active  in meeting health and safety protocols while bringing 

in as many students as possible. For those students who were unable to attend in person, Mark and Gretchen met 

the challenge by providing private lessons or having students practice together on Zoom with those physically in 

class. They taught many students to sing or play an instrument through the computer, an experience that was likely 

new to both of them. 

 In December, Gretchen and Mark worked together to provide a virtual concert for the community. They recorded their students performing individually 

or in an ensemble. Students worked hard to perfect their pieces and took pride in their performances.  We are very grateful to Mark and 

Gretchen for sharing their student’s talent with us, the concert was a bright spot in December. We are very fortunate to have two talented in-

dividuals leading the band and choirs at the secondary level. The link to the concert is on the district website. 

Jazmin Pascacio 
 
 Jazmin is an exemplary student. She was in my class last year as well as this so I've seen her at work in the regular class-

room, during lockdown, and during distance learning. In all three she has been consistently determined to turn in top quality 

work; and always with a good explanation of how she found her solution - neatly laid out and easy to follow.  ~Mr. Hunter 

  

 Jasmin is always in class and always on task. I never have to ask her what she is doing, because I know. I really enjoy hav-

ing her in advanced art class and I am very excited about the work she is doing. She sets a high bar for the other students in class 

and is a great example to her peers. Way to go Jasmin, you deserve this!  ~Mr. Boyer 

  

 Jazmin Pascacio is a student with quiet dignity. She goes about her business not looking for praise from others. Jazmin has 

been an outstanding student this year in class, she continually strives to complete all of her assignments on time, and will continu-

ally ask questions when she needs clarification. Jazmin seeks for understanding and is courteous to her classmates and allows 

them the same respect when seeking understanding. Jazmin is willing to answer questions when asked. Jazmin is a consistent face and student in class, 

I can count on her showing up, being on time, and giving her best effort everyday. Jazmin has the self discipline to continue accomplishing many great 

things in school as well as life, keep working hard and your dreams will come true. Thank you for being in my class Jazmin.                ~Mr. Carlton 

 

 Jazmin is one of those students who doesn't draw a lot of attention in class but that doesn't mean that she isn't an amazing student.  I have been 

really impressed with Jasmin this year and I am so glad that she received this award because she definitely deserves it.  Jasmin doesn't talk a lot, but 

she always does what she is supposed to do in class.  She pays attention, she does her work and she turns it in on time   Most importantly she works ex-

tremely hard and always gives her best effort.  Jasmin thank you for being so awesome in class this year.  I look forward to actually seeing you in person 

sometime soon.  Congratulations on being Student of the Month. You definitely deserve it.   ~Mr. Draper 
 

Serenity Powell 

 I have had the privilege of working with Serenity Powell and getting to know her for the past year and a half. She is both 

beautiful on the inside and on the outside. Serenity has a very positive attitude towards school and life even when faced with ob-

stacles and trials.  She is an advocate for herself and takes an active role in her education. She has a desire to do well in school 

and to be successful.  She has all the qualities necessary to succeed in school and life.  Serenity has great organization skills, com-

pletes all her assignments, and turns them in on time. She is a great role model to her peers and is helpful to them when they are 

seeking her help. Serenity is an awesome student and very deserving of Student of the Month.  Congratulations Serenity!  ~Mrs. 

Heninger 

  

 It would be good if there were more students like Serenity in the world. She is determined to learn and if she finds out 

after class that she doesn't get a concept she will come to advisory period for half an hour to get it. If there is a tutorial available 

in a breakout room during class then she will figure out whether she will learn best in the tutorial or in a group and choose ac-

cordingly. Online learning is tough on all of us and it is great to have students like Serenity who go out of their way to make the best of it.   ~Mr. Hunter 

  

 I truly value Serenity as a person.  I genuinely learn from her every day. Her opinions and work ethic are solid. I would expect no less from a 

daughter of Arkansas. No kidding--Serenity Powell is Hall of Fame and I want nothing but awesomeness for her from here on out. ~Ms. Caputi 

  

 Serenity is a student who continues to self advocate when she doesn't understand. Serenity continually completes her assignments and seeks 

ways in which to improve upon or understand the material to a greater depth. She has goals for herself and others and is consistently striving to accom-

plish those goals. Having coached Serenity in wrestling last year, I know that she has the desire to understand and be successful, she improved everyday 

and she continues to have that mindset in class, improving upon yesterday and setting her sights for tomorrow and what she is going to accomplish. Se-

renity is a joy to have in class and I can always count on her asking questions that other students may not feel comfortable asking. She likes to know 

the why's and how's of the topics discussed in class. Keep up the good work Serenity and congratulations.  ~Mr. Carlton 
 

Javier DeSantiago 
 Having Javier in the class during my student teaching has been a great experience. This student has been an example to 

his peers about respect and self advocacy. When he needs to speak he addresses the teachers with respect and follows directions 

and seems to always be happy to participate. If he has a question about an assignment or did not understand things fully, he is 

not embarrassed to ask. He also seems to use his time wisely and turn in what work he has done. He responds well to feedback 

and fixes the problem if there is one in his work. Simply put he seems to elevate the work and participation of his peers in the 

class. It has been a great opportunity for me to learn with Javier in the class.  ~Mr. Anderson - Student Teacher & Mr. Moyes - 

Science 

 Congratulations to Javier and his family for winning student of the month here at Nyssa Middle School. One of the things 

that stands out about Javier is his friendly and caring personality, he shows respect and friendliness to other students and teach-

ers. He is quick to help others and is always positive. He also is very thoughtful when it comes to his academics and always puts 

forth his best effort. When things are difficult, he will ask questions or offer his help to other students. For these reasons I am 

happy to congratulate Javier, you are a great student and I am happy to have you in class. Congratulations. your determination 

will make you successful in whatever you set your mind to. ~Sincerely, Mr. Escobedo - ED 

 Javier DeSantiago has been a bright spot in my day since he joined my class in October. He is the student who will always respond when I ask 

a question, he is the first to say, "have a nice day!" and not afraid to discuss or ask questions in class. As a student, Javi hands in his work, usually early, 

and done, usually he has gone above and beyond what the assignment called for. He helps out his fellow classmates and is great at delegating during 

group projects. He is patient when he is waiting for others in class to catch up and he will find work to do on his own. He is a very kind person, with al-

ways a nice word for everyone.  ~Mrs. Fournier - English Language Arts 

 Javier is always to class on time and ready to learn. He participates when asked and is constantly asking questions to gain a greater understand-

ing of the content being taught. He is kind and a pleasure to have in class.  ~Mr. Vickers - Math 
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Esai Gonzalez  

 Esai first appeared in my class in 8th grade. To say he is an easy student would be a lie. A bad one. Perhaps unforgivable even. 

Since then, I can say in all honesty that Esai has become one of the most important students I have ever had. There are students that we 

teach and the content doesn't really matter. It is the connection that you make. Esai is that sort of student. I have had bad days. Esai is a 

student that picks my day up, every single day. He is someone that I know other teachers have butted heads with. But what I can say is 

that the impact Esai has made on me as a teacher is something that I will always be grateful for. I am so proud of him for so many 

things, and to be honest, student of the month is not one I ever thought would be one of those things, not because he does not have the 

ability, he does and he always has, but because he simply never saw himself doing it and being here. Well dude, here you are and you 

deserve it. I am very proud of you Esai, thank you for your loyalty and your dedication to me and to the school. Esai's parents deserve a 

lot of adoration and appreciation as well, because they have raised a very hard working and enjoyable young man. Thank you as well Mr. 

and Mrs. Gonzalez. -~Travis Sapp 

 

 Esai and I met early last year and kept a steady stream of conversations aka nagging going through the year. Whether it was to be on time, go to class, 

put his cell phone away or return to task there was always something to talk to Esai about. No matter how many times he saw me coming he always responded 

with respect and cooperation and often a joke which always had me walking away with a smile. This year I have missed seeing him. I am so very impressed with 

his 1st quarter 3.0 GPA and 98% attendance. As a senior Esai could have checked out. Instead his attendance and grades have shown improvement from last 

year. I haven’t even had to nag him about his phone! In this time of upheaval and uncertainty we all have a decision to make. Stand up and show up or fade into 

the background. Esai you have never been a fade to the background kind of kid and I am so proud of you for showing up! Keep it up, You are almost there! ~Mrs. 

O’Rourke 

 

 Esai was my student last year and for Migrant Summer School.  He was able to recover his credits with a little positive coercion.  He was always respect-

ful towards me and had a positive attitude!  He is a very capable and intelligent young man that can do anything when he puts his mind to it. He has a good sense 

of humor.  Esai, remember you promised me a new house when you make it big!  I'm going to hold you on your promise!  ~Martha Lazo 

 

I am happy to have Esai (a.k.a. Mr. Meow) in class again this year. He is intelligent and funny, and I enjoy reading his work. I know Esai has a lot of potential 

and can do anything he puts his mind to. You’ve got this, Esai. Keep it up, and graduation is right around the corner.  ~Mrs. Vargas 

Delenn Wright  

100% attendance 4.0 GPA 9th grade 

 Delenn has even taken on some "extra" work that she certainly doesn't need for her grade in my class.  She has been willing to 

pilot a new curriculum being developed for online instruction.  Delenn also enrolled in ChickTech, a program put on by Women in Engi-

neering and run in our region out of Oregon State University - Cascades Campus.  The program is to promote success and inspire girls 

to pursue STEM careers.  As a participant, Delenn has been attending even more Zoom sessions in her spare time to learn about engi-

neering topics. I've encouraged Delenn to continue excelling in science and to take every science course our school offers.  I am very ex-

cited to learn what her future holds. ~Mr. Dickey (Physical Science) 

 

 Delenn is a very creative person who works well in a group setting and sets high standards for herself and others around her. 

With distance learning, she has been able to master our Shop Skills class at a high level of completion. Maybe the best distance learning 

student this year for our program. She has it figured out and wants to make her teachers proud of who she is and her abilities as a stu-

dent.   She is an individual who strives to solve problems and analyzes situations always searching for the right answer.  She works 

hard to accomplish the extremely high level of success in the classroom.  This has never stopped her from putting her best foot forward and working hard to 

reach an extraordinary level of accomplishment.  ~Mr. Cruickshank (Shop Skills) 

 

 Delenn is a pleasure to have in my class. She is always prompt to class and ready to learn everyday! Delenn is a great student and classmate and I truly 

appreciate her willingness throughout our difficulties in Distance Learning. Delenn is very deserving of this Award, Great Job Delenn! ~ Mrs. Holcomb 

(Health) 

 

 Delenn Wright is the perfect pick for student of the month.  She has a strong work ethic and creative mind.  I have loved watching her excel in computer 

applications and been impressed with her quality of work.  She puts 100 percent into every assignment.  Remote learning is a challenge to feel like we get to 

know the kids, but Delenn makes it easy.  She has great communication skills and has impressed me with her ability to present in front of the class over zoom.  

Congratulations Delenn!  I look forward to watching you continue to grow here at Nyssa High.   ~Mrs. Hartley  

 Veronica has been a tremendous help this year.  She has worked patiently and expertly with several IEP students during my 

Zoom class sessions.  That's made a real difference for those students, both during "breakout sessions" for small group help and during 

general class sessions, using the Chat to help keep her students on track. Veronica has also voluntarily been converting all of our Physi-

cal Science quizzes onto Google Forms, so that students can take quizzes remotely.  This is not just a matter of copying and pasting; it is 

meticulous work that requires tremendous patience and attention to detail.  This process has been a struggle working out all of the 

kinks, but Veronica has been there all the way.  ~Ken Dickey 

 Veronica is a huge asset to the high school. She helps with interpreting, making student phone calls, and scheduling conferences. 

She is always quick to offer any help we could need from her. Veronica is amazing in her willingness to be flexible and go with the flow of 

what a student or staff needs. Veronica has a positive problem solving type attitude that is very appreciated by everyone she comes into 

contact with. Veronica has made a huge difference in the lives of students with in-person learning. She works with a cohort of students 

every morning to help them get caught up and understand what the week will bring for them. ~Tammy O’Rourke  

 Veronica So what does an educational assistant do during distance learning?  If you are Veronica Bunn it is anything and every-

thing.  We are talking about “other duties as assigned” to the max!!  Veronica has been a great help to us, this school year with everything from delivering pack-

ets, student support by zoom, OTI support during teacher prep time and advisory both online and in person, translating, making bilingual calls to set up student 

conferences, helping students with technology, and completing wellness checks.  We greatly appreciate Veronica’s willingness to jump in and help.  Veronica is 

always kind, respectful, and professional and works well with both students and staff.  Her calm demeanor and helpful approach allows her to connect with and 

assist even our more difficult students.  We are so thankful to have her as part of our school team.  ~Mr. Jackman  

Payo Gonzalez 

100% Attendance GPA: 3.75 10 Grade 

     Payo has demonstrated leadership growth this semester, under trying circumstances. His positive attitude and willingness to work 

hard have set an example for the other students. His vocal abilities and musicianship continue to grow and develop into a fine talent.  

~Dr. Longwell       

     I have worked with Payo as both his teacher and coach. I can say that Payo has a great work eithic and loves to learn new things. He 

holds himself to a very high standard. Payo has one of the highest grades in my global studies class. He is always on time and has an 

amazing and positive attitude. Payo has been a pleasure to work with and I look forward to seeing him grow in the future!  ~Mr. Mills 

     Payo is always enthusiastic about class and always brings a smile to our zoom class. He has a great personality and works hard in my 

class.  ~Mr. Lamb 

     Payo is a fine student. He is kind and supportive of his classmoates. Payo works hard and does quality work on a regular basis.  ~Mr. 

Lamb 

 Payo is a student who makes me smile every time I see him. When I first came to Nyssa and didn’t know any of the students he made a point to introduce 

himself and welcomed me to the school. Payo taught me about basketball, what makes a good shoe, and even how to tik tok! Payo isn’t perfect and had to learn a 

few lessons the hard way during a difficult COVID time. However, he took those lessons and came back this year with a vengeance. No matter if it’s running up 

and down a basketball court or singing on a stage, everyday, Payo brings determination, hard work, and enthusiasm. Payo I am proud of everything you have 

accomplished and I can’t wait to see what comes next!  ~Mrs. O’Rourke 
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Take a Virtual Journey 

     Hello!  I am the Recreation Program Specialist at the Newport 

Recreation Center.  We are doing a virtual mileage challenge for the 

miles of US Highway 20.  Along the way, we are going to feature info 

about Oregon’s geology and businesses.  I was hoping you could help 

spread the word as anyone can sign up, they don’t have to be in 

Newport.  Also, if you have any recommendations for a local restaurant 

or interesting shop or lodging, we could feature and tag on Facebook, 

we’d love to know about them!  I can’t guarantee how many we 

would post, but we plan to feature one or two from communities along 

the route.   

     Thanks and let me know if you have any questions!  Jenni Remillard, 

Recreation Program Specialist, City of Newport, 541-265-4859. 

     If you are a business who would like to be listed on the tour, please 

contact Jenni! 

HONOREE NOMINATIONS 

ARE OPEN! 

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

     We’re looking for those stand out people in our 

community who go above and beyond.  We know we 

have them!  This paper is full of heart felt ‘Thank You’s’ to 

our awesome community members.  (If you haven’t 

teared up yet, go back to page 2. :0)   

     Here’s your chance to let us help you shine a spotlight 

on them.  These are usually the people who don’t want the 

recognition they just do what they do and step in without 

even thinking, share what they have, give when they 

don’t have time.  See the previous honoree list on page 

15. 

     Send us their name and a brief summary of why you 

think they ‘re so amazing. 

     You can print a form online at the chamber website or 

pick one up at these locations: 

Cattle Drive 

City of Nyssa 

Eagle Eye Produce 

Munk Family Dental 

Rock Store Grill 

Simpli Balanced 

 

We’re looking forward to the celebration!! 

NyssaChamberofCommerce.com 

NyssaChamberofCommerce@gmail.com 

541-372-3091 

mailto:NyssaChamberofCommerce@gmail.com


PAGE 12 ISSUE 203  

A todos nos gustaría que hubiera un botón de restart así como en las 

computadoras, celulares y algunos otros aparatos electrónicos. 

Desearíamos que con solo un botón pudiéramos borrar nuestros 

errores del pasado y no poder recordarlos jamás y que nadie más 

pudiera recordarlos de igual manera. La realidad es que si existen 

maneras de comenzar de nuevo pero no existe ninguna manera de 

poder borrar nuestro pasado y no poder recordarlo jamás. La biblia 

nos habla de nuevas oportunidades, nuevos comienzos. “Y el que 

estaba sentado en el trono dijo: He aquí, yo hago nuevas todas las 

cosas” (Apocalipsis 21.5) Nos dice que Jesús es nuestro botón de 

restart El problema es que aunque todos tenemos al alcance ese 

botón para poder comenzar de nuevo y muchos de nosotros lo 

hemos aplicado en nuestra vida, pero este restart no es como el de 

las computadoras o celulares, este nuevo comienzo depende ti y de 

mi una vez que tenia la oportunas de comenzar de nuevo depende 

de nuestras decisiones, nuestras acciones depende de no pretender 

que nuestro pasado será olvidado si no que nuestro pasado y nuestros 

errores nos Allan dejado una lección de vida, depende de que no 

vayamos por el mismo camino por el cual fuimos antes y nos llevó a 

fracasos, adicciones, traiciones y comportamientos autodestructivos. 

Si no logramos entender el concepto de este nuevo comienzo, 

seguiremos arrastrando nuestro pasado y viviendo anhelando la vida, 

los logros y los sueños de los que si lograron entender el concepto 

correctamente Somos bombardeados por un sin número de cosas 

que nos dicen que no somos lo suficientemente buenos, que no 

merecemos una mejor vida, que tu pasado es quien tu eres, que 

nunca podrás superarte, que no es bueno soñar, que la vida se trata 

de ganar no importa a quien te lleves por delante y que es la única 

manera de ser exitoso, que el existo se mide por lo que tienes. TODO 

ESO ES MENTIRA. Tu no eres menos que nadie. tu valor no depende de 

lo que los demás piensan de ti. Tu pasado no define quien eres hoy y 

no podrá afectar tu futuro si tu no lo permites. (No importa cuántas 

veces te caes, lo importante es levantarse y la actitud con la que te 

levantas) Tu eres más fuerte de lo que tu crees. Tus sueños pueden ser 

tu impulso diario. -sueña -esfuérzate y se muy valiente - El éxito no se 

define por las cosas visibles, eres exitoso cuando has aprendido de tus 

errores y has podido usarlos a tu favor. La vida no se trata solamente 

de ser ganador de trata de enter cual es tu propósito y vivirlo 

plenamente, disfrutando cada momento y aprendiendo de los errores 

que podemos cometer en el camino En conclusión si existe un botón 

de restart (es una persona si monte es “Jesús” promete hacer cosas 

nuevas en tu vida) si aún no tomas esa decisión si es tiempo y si ya has 

iniciado con tu nuevo comienzo recuerda que no es como las 

computadoras , que es un proceso y que depende de decido es 

diarias que nuestro nuevo comienzo no termine yendo en la misma 

dirección anterior.  

     We all wish there was a restart button just as there is on computers, 

cell phones and some other electronic devices.  

     We wish that with just one button we could erase our past mistakes 

and never be able to remember them and that no one else would 

remember them in the same way. The reality is that there are ways to 

start over but there is no way we can erase our past and never be 

able to remember it.  

     The Bible tells us of new opportunities and new beginnings. "And he 

who sat on the throne said: Behold, I am making all things new" 

(Revelation 21.5) It tells us that Jesus is our restart button!  

     The problem is that although we all have that button within reach to 

be able to start again, and many of us have applied it in our lives- this 

restart is not like that of computers or cell phones. This new beginning 

depends on you and me once we have had the opportunity to start 

again depends on our decisions. Our actions depend on not 

pretending that our past will be forgotten but that our past and our 

mistakes taught us a life lesson. Of course, it depends on what choices 

we make and if we make better decisions the second time or if we go 

the same way, the way we went before which led to failures, 

addictions, betrayals and self-destructive behaviors.  

     If we do not understand the concept of this new beginning we will 

continue dragging our past behind us and living and longing for the 

life, achievements and dreams of those who did understand the 

concept correctly.  

     We are bombarded by countless things that tell us that we are not 

good enough, that we do not deserve a better life, that your past is 

who you are, that you can never get over yourself, that it is not good 

to dream, that life is about winning and does not matter who you take 

out on your path to success or that your existence is measured by 

what you have.  

     ALL THAT IS A LIE. You are not less than anyone. Your worth does not 

depend on what others think of you. Your past does not define who 

you are today and it cannot affect your future if you do not allow it. (It 

doesn't matter how many times you fall, the important thing is to get 

up and the attitude with which you wake up everyday) You are 

stronger than you think. Your dreams can be your daily drive. -Dream 

and make an effort and be very brave. Success is not defined by 

visible things, you are successful when you have learned from your 

mistakes and have been able to use them to your advantage. Life is 

not just about being a winner but trying to find out what your purpose 

is and live it fully, enjoying every moment and learning from the 

mistakes we make along the way.  

     If there is a restart button (and there is in the person of Jesus Christ. 

(He promises to do new things in your life) You still have time to make 

that decision! Now is the time and if you have already started with 

your new beginning remember that a relationship with Jesus is not like 

computers, which is a process and that depends on us pushing the 

restart button. We have to decide daily that our new beginning will be 

to follow Jesus and decide that we will not go on the same path as 

before!  

Nuevos Comienzos  New Beginnings 

By: Julieta Campuzano ~ Lead Pastor-Hispanic Foursquare Church 



 

Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 
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Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 

 

Community  

                     Prayer 
Community Prayer for Nyssa 

When: Saturday, February 20th 

Time: 10 a.m. 

Where: On Main Street @ Memorial Park 
 

**Come and gather to pray for Our Community** 
 

Questions? Call or Text Nikki Enders 541-212-3101 

Nikki Enders 

A Return of the Heart 
Nikki Enders  

     Jonah the Prophet disobeyed God…I’ve disobeyed God too…. The 

truth is that I am more like the Prophet Jonah than I would like to admit. 

God asked Jonah to preach a message to the people of Ninevah, in this 

message he was to warn the people to repent from their evil ways or be 

destroyed, and instead of listening and obeying what God wanted, 

Jonah turned, ran away and did his own thing. I have too, unfortunately.  

     If you aren’t familiar with the story, check the Book of Jonah out. (it’s 

short, only 4 chapters) The crazy thing about this true story is that even 

though Jonah was swallowed by a whale after running from God’s 

direction he was then spit up on the shore 3 days later after he repented 

and asked God to forgive his disobedience. Then after that wild ride 

Jonah decided to obey the original plan God had in mind and Jonah 

went to the city of Ninevah and preached one message and the result 

was that an entire town decided to turn from their wickedness and serve 

God. There was over 120,000 people in that town. That is crazy, 120,000 

people turned to God after one message. Jonah must of been the most 

amazing preacher to ever live!  

     The really crazy part of the story to me though is Jonah’s response to 

this drastic change in the people’s hearts. You see, God longed for a 

return to righteousness from these people, however Jonah did not. He 

would rather of seen these wicked people judged then shown mercy. 

Jonah was mad at God for relenting and not destroying this town full of 

sinners. Jonah was a prophet of God, yet his heart was wicked. In his 

humanity Jonah wanted to see judgment for the vile people of Ninevah.  

     Aren’t we like that too? With our words we say that we long for 

people to know God and His life saving power but with our actions we 

too wish that our enemies would be judged. If they are judged that 

makes us look better, more righteous. (This is pride on our part) Jonah 

knew God would relent because he knew God’s character of mercy. 

We, as His followers also know this, because we have experienced it. 

Sometimes as Christians we want to pretend we are righteous (which 

means in right standing with God) because we have been saved by 

God’s amazing grace and we know our Savior personally, but this story 

really highlights the heart of mankind, whether you are a Christ follower 

or not. We are not righteous but indeed wicked and deceptive. “The 

heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) The only way man can be righteous is in 

our relationship to Christ! “There is no one righteous, not one.” (Romans 

3:10-12) When we remember our righteousness comes from Jesus, the 

only righteous one, that is when we remember in our humanity our 

desperate need for a perfect redeemer!  

     Today it is extremely easy to look at our neighbors, friends and family 

with opposing beliefs and think to ourselves that we are more righteous 

than they are, but isn’t that what Jonah did too? He wanted God to 

judge Ninevah because that made him feel (pride) like he was in better 

standing with God but when God had mercy on the people and 

forgave them and relented from destroying their city after they 

repented, well, that put Jonah exactly where they were, as a sinner. We 

all sin and we all need God’s saving grace and mercy. I’m sure Jonah 

thought, how could the people of this wicked town, bent on rebellion 

and sin be in the same standing with God as him, a prophet of God? The 

answer for Jonah and for the rest of us is the same - we are all in need of 

mercy. Jesus said “But go and learn what this means, I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice. For I have come not to call the righteous but sinners.” (Matthew 

9:13)  

     You and I are sinners. We are not righteous on our own. To love and to 

lead others to Christ is to stop pointing fingers at our neighbors, family 

and friends who don’t agree with us but to open our hearts to them 

leading them to repentance through the love of Christ flowing through 

us. “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. No one 

has greater love than this: than to lay down his life for his friends.” (John 

15:12-13)  
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PRESS RELEASE Nyssa, Ore -Today the OTC voted unanimously to 

approve the Treasure Valley Reload Center’s advancement into the 

construction phase. Members of the Malheur County Development 

Corporation, county officials, and the Malheur County Economic 

Development Director expressed their reactions to the commission’s 

vote. 

     "ODOT's decision today to approve and release funding for the reload 

center's construction is the result of hard work and perseverance by 

many within Malheur County. It's an exciting new chapter for agriculture 

producers and the citizens," said Grant Kitamura, MCDC Chair. 

     Judge Joyce expressed, "There's important work to be done after 

meeting the milestones of the planning phase. We are eager and 

determined to have the facility open and ready for the 2022 harvest. 

Congratulations to all involved!" 

     "This has been a highly anticipated decision with huge kudos going to 

the whole team which has brought the project this far. As I said before, 

it's time to dig some dirt!" said Greg Smith. 

     “The Treasure Valley Reload Center's ability to move forward to the 

construction phase is a testament to the teamwork of a great many 

people. At this time, I am pleased to support the project which will have 

such a positive effect on our local economy," said Commissioner Ron 

Jacobs. 

     Larry Wilson, former Malheur County Commissioner said, "I echo the 

comments of Grant Kitamura. This is a big day for Malheur County, our 

farming community, and our economy. The construction phase will 

provide new jobs which is so important." 

     Kay Riley said, "The TVRC is such an important project and to have our 

efforts validated by the Oregon Transportation Commission is very 

rewarding." 

     An advertisement for bids regarding the first contract will be released 

in early to mid-February, 2021, for the initial construction phase of the 

Treasure Valley Reload Center Project.  This first phase will consist of all 

earthwork and drainage related improvements for the project, 

specifically preparation of roadway, building site, railway and wetland 

areas to subgrade in preparation of additional site work to bid later in 

2021.  This initial earthwork phase will consist of approximately 290,000 

cubic yards of earthwork, 17,000 tons of rip rap, 68,000 tons of railroad 

sub ballast, and several small and large culverts.   Later phases of the 

work will include installation of all rail ballast and rail lines, water, sewer, 

and other utilities, roadway construction, and an approximate 60,000 

square foot reload center structure and dock.   

Oregon Transportation Commission Votes to Approve 

Construction Phase for the Treasure Valley Reload Center 

Transportation Professionals Give 

Thumbs Up to Reload Facility  
PRESS RELEASE (Nyssa, OR) - Malheur County 

Development Corporation and other sponsors of 

the Treasure Valley Reload Center received two 

excellent reports which have been released to the 

public from the Oregon Department of 

Transportation and The Tioga Group commending 

the work accomplished and recommending 

advancement.  

     Grant Kitamura, Chairman of the Board said, “This is an investment 

in the long-term future of the agriculture community and will help us 

be competitive in the global community.”  

     Greg Smith, Economic Development Director for Malheur County 

and Officer to the MCDC board said, “So much credit goes to our 

partners who have worked tirelessly to this point. Now is the time to 

break some dirt!”  

     “Malheur County is making a significant investment it its future. A 

tremendous amount of work has gone into the project and it is 

rewarding to know ODOT and The Tioga Group recognize the need as 

well,” said Judge Joyce.  

     Judge Joyce added, “As we move into construction, it is imperative 

that we continue to have multiple professionals oversee this project.”  

     Finally, former Malheur County Commissioner Larry Wilson said, 

“These reports indicate what many of us already knew. Demand for 

an intermodal facility is needed now more than ever.”  

Hello All, 

     This week marks a massive step in the right 

direction for the Treasure Valley Reload Center. 

Our project has been approved to move into the 

construction phase by the Oregon 

Transportation Commission. We want to take a 

moment to thank all those that have supported 

the project and that will continue to support it. 

The TVRC truly would not be where it is without 

the hard work of our board, commissioners, 

contractors, and all those committed to bringing this project to fruition 

- thank you. Please see the updates from our office below: 

Treasure Valley Reload Center: 

− Moving into the construction phase opens the door for many 

advancements for the project. We can move forward with the 

Industry Track Agreement, prepare and release bids for 

advertisement, and various other steps. 

− The potential operator will be meeting with the Treasure Valley 

Onion Shippers in short order to showcase improvements to prior 

operation projections. 

Economic Development: 

− Efforts have been made to dissipate information on the return 

of PPP and EIDL loans. Our office stands ready to assist business 

owners with these crucial funding sources. 

− A soon to be business owner that we have worked with 

previously contacted our office for advising. We will continue 

to provide support as he looks to purchase a business in the 

next few months. 

− The Huntington Travel Plaza formally opened this week, which 

will be an asset to interstate travelers, but from an economic 

development perspective, will provide employment 

opportunities for area residents. 

− We are working with FFF Farms regarding their Enterprise Zone 

requirements as they prepare for employee recruitment. 

     As per last week, our office also spent time to address 

administrative work alongside our normal duties. Finally, a reminder 

that our regularly scheduled MCDC board meeting will be held next 

Tuesday, January 26th. The agenda and previous minutes will be 

along shortly. As always, stay safe and have a nice weekend.  
 

Best regards, 

Greg Smith 

Malheur County Economic Development 

522 SW Fourth St.  

Ontario, OR 97914 

541-889-6216 

malheurcountyedc@gmail.com  

www.malheurcountyeconomicdevelopment.com  

An Update from Greg Smith 

PROGRESS FOR THE TVRC! 

Treasure Valley  

Reload Center Render 

mailto:malheurcountyedc@gmail.com
http://www.malheurcountyeconomicdevelopment.com
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Senator Lynn Findley Releases Statement on Governor 

Kate Brown’s 2021 State of the State Address 
PRESS RELEASE Vale, Ore – Senator Findley released the following statement in response to 

Governor Kate Brown’s 2021 State of the State address:  

     “While I share Governor Brown’s desire for a better outlook for Oregon in 2021, the 

Governor failed to adequately provide a vision for solving the serious problems facing 

Oregonians. Civil unrest and violence have gone unaddressed in our cities, unemployment 

numbers are rising yet again, the vaccination roll-out has failed despite having over 10 

months to develop a plan, our small businesses continue to struggle under unnecessary 

regulations and closures, and our eastern Oregon communities are left out under ongoing 

one-size-fits-all policies coming from the top-down.  

     I agree with Governor Brown that we owe a great deal of gratitude for the service and 

sacrifices of our essential workers, hospital workers, police officers and firefighters and others 

on the front lines for the resilience they have shown through seemingly insurmountable 

challenges of COVID-19 and wildfires, both of which have devastated our state this year.  

     In addition, we need to acknowledge the work of our local leaders. Our local public 

health authorities, school superintendents, county commissions and other regional leaders 

have stepped up and delivered for the citizens of our great state on multiple occasions.  

     As we head into a critical legislative session where I have the honor to represent over 

130,000 Oregonians, I am committed to finding real solutions, not just talking points, that we 

need to solve these serious problems and get Oregon moving forward again.”  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce Award Banquet Honorees  
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