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Nyssa Chamber Banquet  

Thank you Nyssa Community/Family!! 

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture Board: Jason Pearson, Tawni Maxwell, Amy Wood, Juan Munoz, Nikki Enders, Ruston Munk, Tyler Simpson 

Kitchen Help: Ava Beaty, Christy Valero, Emily 

DeLeon, Katrina Beaty, and Carol Proctor 
Chef Boyardee’s: Wyatt Wood and Jason 

Autrey 
Nyssa FFA, Chad Cruickshank Advisor 

Honorees and Auction Items 

Nyssa School Board Members: Patricia Morinaka, 

Marlin Wilson, and Kim Stipe Superintendent Darren Johnson Gary Sparks, Nyssa Tractor & 

Implement Alesha Munk, Tawni Maxwell 
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Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 

 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 1st Vice President 

 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

2nd Vice President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

Board Treasurer 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works 

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

 

Juan Muñoz 
Stunz Lumber 

Our Mission:  
The Nyssa Chamber of 

C o m m e r c e  a n d 

A g r i c u l t u r e  w a s 

organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

t h e  c o m m e r c i a l , 

industrial, farming, 

civic, and general 

interests of the City of 

Nyssa and its business 

area. 
 

Chamber Board:  
Meeting held at 6:30 

PM on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

Waldo Conference 

Center 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be 

republished or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

Nyssa Public Library 
319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Temporary Hours: 

Tuesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 12:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

   105 Main Street,        Phone: 541-372-3091 

   Nyssa, OR 97913        
 

 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

THANK YOU NYSSA COMMUNITY/FAMILY!! 
     And we couldn’t be happier!  Should we? (have the banquet) / Shouldn’t we? 

(have the banquet) We did!  And it was wonderful!  

     Congratulations to our honorees!  This year is another great bunch of people we 

call friends and family who do so much to make this the BEST place to live!  One of 

my favorite things is getting to know the honorees who are always amazing people 

who give so much and even if I’ve known them for years, I always learn more.  I fall in love with them all over again! 

     I hope we don’t forget to mention all who helped us pull this off because there are so many.  Thank you Marc and Tamara 

Bybee for the use of the shed and help decorating!  Thank you to Terry and Mike Oft, Gary Sparks, the volunteers, servers, FFA 

and Key Club kids, Frank and Lyndia Ausman, all the businesses who donated the amazing auction items, all the buyers and 

everyone who attended!  We appreciate you all and look forward to the next get together! 

~Tawni Maxwell 

 

     Thank you to the entire Nyssa Community!  The love and support that we felt from all of you at the Annual Chamber Honors 

Banquet this year was incredible and we left feeling invigorated by your kindness and encouragement.  Thank you for your 

continued flexibility and for rolling with us as we are moving forward!  Your friendship and your positivity is what makes being on 

the Chamber so much fun and totally worth it!  I am so thankful to have friends like you all! 

-Nikki Enders 

 

AMERICANA, what does it mean?  This was the theme of the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce banquet held at Fiesta Farms on 

April 24, 2021.  

     First, I would like to say Thank you to Marc and Tamara Bybee for letting us have the event at the shed.  It was a night full of 

great people and great fun.  It was a great success due to the generous donations of local businesses and all who attended!   

     In the last year we have endured some very trying times.  Seclusion being one of the issues we had to figure out how to 

handle.  What this night showed me was that the American spirit IS alive and thriving! The biggest compliment I heard was that 

we had the event and they loved getting out and socializing with their peers.  

     I would like to personally thank everyone who attended and donated to the Nyssa Chamber. Without this event we would not 

be able to put on so many activities in the community.  Activities like Thunderegg Days, Farmers Appreciation, Trunk or treat, and 

many more.  A special thank you to Frank and Lyndia Ausman for bringing their classic cars down for us to enjoy.  A definite part 

of Americana!  It was a real treat to listen to the Terry and Mike Oft play America the Beautiful and our National Anthem. From 

where I stood I was able to hear people singing those great American songs.  I would also like to thank all the volunteers that 

helped with the event. Nyssa FFA and Nyssa Key Club to name a few.   

     It was a night that we will not forget. (till the next time) :0) Thank you again and God Bless!  

~Jason Pearson 

 

     It was good to see all those who turned out for the Chamber banquet.  It was a fun evening that we were able to get 

together and celebrate our great community, our wonderful country, and the amazing honorees.  Thank you for your support as 

we strive to keep making Nyssa the place we want our kids and grandkids to grow up in.  

~Ruston Munk 

  

     After being affiliated with the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce for the past 5 years, I am more grateful for the opportunity to be 

a part of this amazing organization even more today than I was last year and the year before.  I have so much fun getting to 

know other entrepreneurs in our community as well as all of the amazing supporters and consumers that make our small 

businesses thrive.  It is my pleasure to serve our community in this capacity and I can't wait to see what wonderful things we are 

able to accomplish thanks to the generosity of our local donors and contributors!  Thank you to all who attended this year's 

Honors Banquet.  Thank you to our incredible honorees for your awesome contributions to our community and thank you to my 

fellow board members for all you do to help build the great team we have become.  I look forward to more fun and growth!  

~Amy Wood 
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Patriotism At Its Finest 
Sue Tracy Mann 

 

     On March 18th, 2021 the 2nd Annual Oft/Vallad Bull Sale was held at 

Producer’s Livestock Sale Yard in Vale, Oregon.  Before the sale starts 

there is the traditional, wonderful BBQ dinner served to all attendees.  

This year was no exception. 

     As the sale was about to begin Terry Oft, carrying his tuba, and his 

brother Mike Oft with his trombone entered the sale ring.  First, Mike 

played a beautiful trombone solo of “God Bless America”.  Then Terry 

joined with his tuba to play the “Star Spangles Banner”.   E v e r y o n e 

was standing, hats off, hands over hearts and singing along with more 

than a few tears in the audience.  It was a wonderful sight!  It was 

patriotic, heartfelt, and emotional.  It was rural America!  It was how a 

little country community came together to show their patriotism.  

Patriotism we have always felt.  It was how this country has always been.  

It’s how this country should always be.   

     This small gesture by these two Oft brothers, in a humble little sale 

barn, in a little town in Oregon, was a great example to the rest of the 

country and the world. 

     Way to go Mike and Terry!!! 

     Because of this, the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture 

asked if they could show the video at their annual banquet.  When 

asked, Terry offered to play it in person.  What an honor it was to have 

them there!  It was so nice to hear the audience singing and, needless 

to say, there were a few more tears. 

     Thank you Mike and Terry! 

Fiesta Farms, Marc & Tamara Bybee 

A&W Restaurant 

Alvarado Jewelers 

BASF 

Beck Farms 

Carol Proctor 

Cattle Drive Coffee & Grill 

Chad Cruickshank 

Christy Valero 

Cleaneat, LLC 

Current Physical Therapy 

Dairy of Ozz, Frank & Lyndia Ausman 

Darlene Clements, The Lemonade Lady 

Dee Anne Mosman 

Eagle Eye Produce 

Emily DeLeon 

First Colony Mortgage 

Froerer Farms 

Gail Delbridge 

Greg Moffis 

Idalia Stam 

Intermountain Law 

John Faw 

Katrina Beaty 

Lassiter Construction 

Lucy Beck 

Malheur Memorial Health Clinic 

Malheur Realty/Larry Wilson/Pete Morgan 

Maria & Kevin Draper 

Massage by Jolene 

Megan Glenn 

Melaleuca by Vernal Reece 

Merlyn Skeen 

Misty Page 

Munk Family Dental 

Nikki Enders 

Northwest Specialty Painting 

Nyssa FFA 

Nyssa Floral Inspirations 

Nyssa Key Club 

Nyssa Mercantile 

Nyssa School District 

Oregon Idaho Electric 

Owyhee Grocery 

Owyhee Metal Works 

Owyhee Produce / Shay Meyers 

Paloma Computers 

Rock Store Bakery 

Rock Store Grill 

Scotch Pines Golf Course 

Skeen Farms 

Snake River Produce 

Sparks Auction, Gary & John 

Stunz Lumber 

Sugar Mama’s 

Tara Hartley 

Tamara Bybee 

Thunderegg Coffee Co. 

Tiffany Cruickshank 

Tony Frost 

Umpqua Bank 

Valley Wide Home & Ranch 

Vicki Mason 

Waldo Agencies 

Waldo Conference Center 

WBH Farms 

White House Dental 

Yturri Rose Law Office 

Zac & Carli Cleaver 

Thank You! 
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Nyssa FFA greenhouse before the sale. 

 

The FFA does a great job with their baskets every year.  People come 

from far and near to wait in line to pick a beautiful basket.  It doesn’t 

even matter if you get the last one, it’s just as beautiful! 

The FFA also grows our Main Street baskets.  Here they are loading them 

for delivery!  Thanks for doing such a great job Chad and the whole FFA 

team!  

We didn’t get pictures of all of them but here’s one of our favs.  

Letty Degado Class of ‘85 

Early morning line of FFA Basket Lovers!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success!  Congratulations Nyssa FFA!  
Nyssa Alumni Come From Far and Near to Buy FFA Baskets! 
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Head to nyssachamberofcommerce.com to download and print the 

bookmark form! 

Nyssa Public Library IS OPEN!!! 
JoElle Rau, Library Director 
     It’s spring and that means Summer Reading is coming up!  Our theme 

this year is “Reading Colors our World”.  We are looking for donations for 

gift baskets, for prizes for summer reading!  To get things started we are 

having a book mark contest. Entry forms can be picked up at any Mal-

heur County Library or downloaded from the Ontario Community Library 

webpage. And on fb.  

     Summer reading officially starts June 9. 

     Did you know that the library offers much more that just books? 

(Although we do have a bunch of great new books) We offer free inter-

net use, free Wi-Fi and printing is only .10 a page for black and white 

and .30 for color. We also offer scanning, fax and laminating services as 

well. Need internet on the road or at home? Come check out one of 

our wifi hotspots.  

     Other activities include story time live via fb every Tuesday @ 11. And 

a weekly take and make craft.  

Thanks to a grant from the State Library of Oregon and the 

Institute of Museum and Library Services, The library now has 

a limited number of T-Mobile hotspots available for 

checkout.  

 

Must be 18 or over to check out a hotspot 

Must have a valid library card. 

Questions? Give us a call @ 541-372-2978 
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5/7– NO SCHOOL 

5/10– BOARD MTG @ 7PM 

5/10– SEASON 4 PRACTICES START 

5/26– LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

5/30– GRADUATION 

Nyssa Elementary Fifth graders have been taking weekly field trips to explored the 

rocks, soil and beauty of the Owyhee Reservoir on Thursdays! 

 In order to celebrate her retirement culminating a distinguished 33 year teaching ca-
reer, NES will host a farewell drive-thru event for Toni Case on May 20th from 3:00-4:00pm in 
the front school pull through. The event will provide anyone associated with Toni's career, 
from former students and parents, to community members and district staff, an opportunity to 
drive by and wish Toni well, and thank her for her service to the Nyssa community. 

 We will decorate with balloons; add music and popsicles for all well wishers; and 
look to create a fun atmosphere and occasion for Toni and everyone involved. 

Special District Director Elections 

May 18, 2021 

Graduation Ceremony will be on May 30th. More 
information on the ceremony details will be release 

via school website. 

2021 Nyssa High School Senior Graduation Night Fund-

     The 2021 Nyssa High School Graduating Seniors have had a crazy year!!   Covid-19 has 

changed everything about their last year of High School.   The summer break ended and 

instead of starting their "Senior" year, they had to stay home and live by their computers.  

They could no longer attend in-person classes , participate in regular fall and winter sport 

seasons, attend dances, cheer at pep assemblies, or join the extra-circular activities.  So many 

"senior year" events were                      canceled.  These graduating seniors have had a year 

that no other group before them has had to       endure.  They have handled this year with 

grace and fortitude.   

     This fundraiser is simply a chance for a night out for the Nyssa High School Graduating 

Class.  We want every graduating senior there!  The money donated will reserve Wahooz for 

the night.  They have missed out on so many other activities, lets make sure they get this one.  

 

Congratulations! After many weeks of preparation, these ten fourth 
grade students competed in a national math competition.  

Nyssa Elementary school fourth grade dual language stu-
dents made a beautiful Earth Day mural.  
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 Nyssa High School student council members worked really hard to pull off a 
Homecoming coronation and dance to bring some sort of normalcy back to the school. 
On Wednesday March 30th the school was introduced to their 2021       Homecoming 

court and their Homecoming King and Queen were crowned. Below are the Home-
coming class royalty. On Saturday April 3rd the kids took to the dance floor, aka the 
Middle School courtyard, to hang out with friends and fellow classmates while show-

ing off their dance moves and formalwear.  

 Ben Mardock is the son of Amy 
& Jamie Mardock. He has participated in 
Cross Country at Nyssa High. He doesn’t 
know what his plans are after high 
school, but to live life.                          
 Xalia Castellanoz is the daughter 
of Danielle & Sergio Castellanoz. She has 
participated in Volleyball at Nyssa High. 
Her plans after high school are to attend 
the University of Oregon to study        
Biology. 

 Payo Gonzalez is the son of 
Payo and Carmen Gonzalez. He has  
participated in basketball, tennis, and 
FBLA at Nyssa High. His plans after high 
school is to attend the University of  
Oregon for a Masters in Accounting. He 
would like to move to a big city in the 
West and work as a Finance Manager. 
 Gracie Johnson is the daughter 
of Emily and Darren Johnson. She has 
participated in basketball and volleyball 
at Nyssa High. Her plans after high 
school are to play college basketball and 
get a degree in Nursing to become a 
pediatric nurse. 

 Santiago Miranda is the son of 
Crystal Elguezabal & Santiago Miranda. 
Santi has participated in football,      
wrestling, baseball, FBLA, and Student 
Council while at Nyssa High. His plans 
after high school is to receive his       
bachelors degree and hopefully get the 
opportunity to play college ball, but most 
importantly keep leaning and find a good 
job to start life.  

 Juliana Castillo is the daughter 
of Nubia Lazo. She has participated in 
yearbook, FBLA, Key Club, Honor Society, 
and basketball stats while at Nyssa High. 
She plans to pursue a career in nursing 
after high school. 

 Kaleb Draper is the son of   
Kevin & Maria Draper. Kaleb has       
participated in football, track and     
basketball while at Nyssa High. Kaleb 
plans to serve a mission for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, then 
go to college and enjoy life before 
settling down and getting a job. 

 Kailani Schulthies is the  
daughter of Weston & Lori Schulthies. 
Kailani has participated in volleyball, 
basketball, softball, SMILE, FFA, and 
National Honor Society while at Nyssa 
High. She plans on attending BYU-Provo 
and majoring in business. After a year 
of school she plans on serving a mission 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints and then return to finish her 
degree. 

 Francisco Cervantes is the son 
of Anthony Cervantes & Bianca Ortega. 
He has participated in football and 
track while at Nyssa High. He plans to 
attend TVCC and then transfer to EOU 
for a degree to be a software engineer.  

 Shayla Clark is the daughter of 
Mary & Rick Clark. Shayla has  partici-
pated in volleyball, basketball and choir 
while at Nyssa High. She plans on 
attending college in Boise and living 
her best life. 

 Armando Valle is the son of 
Isaias Valle & Maria Elena Rodriguez.  
Armando has participated in football 
while at Nyssa High. His plans after high 
school is to attend CWI to become an  
automotive mechanic. 

 Daisy Hernandez is the daughter 
of Bertha & Moses Hernandez. Daisy has 
participated in tennis, wrestling, volleyball 
and basketball while at Nyssa High. Daisy 
plans to attend college and get a good 
paying job. 

 Caleb Benson is the son of Clint 
& Tina Benson. Caleb has participated in 
football, wrestling, baseball and Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu while at Nyssa High. His plans 
after high school are to attend EOU for a 
Bachelors in Psychology and then pursue 
a doctorate.  

 Victoria Duenaz is the daughter 
of Seth & Kristabel Cleaver. Victoria has 
participated in basketball, softball and 
Key Club while at Nyssa High. Victoria 
plans to attend Portland State in the Fall. 

#10 Hector Gil 
is the son of 
Azucena De La 
Rosa and 
Hector Gil.  He 
has 
participated in 
soccer for 1 

year.  Hector’s future plans include 
attending college.   

#4 Luis Gil is the son of Azucena De La 
Rosa and Hector Gil.  He has participated 
in soccer for 1 year.  Luis’s future plans 
include attending college.   

Miguel 
Ramirez is 
the son of 
Elizabeth 
Viera and 
Hildefonso 
Viera.  He has 

participated in soccer for 4 years, 
basketball for 3 and tennis for 1.  
Miguel’s future plans include settling 
down and starting a family.   

#7 Javier 
Castro is the 
son of Eloisa & 
Octavio 
Castro. Javier 
has            
participated in 
soccer and 

track throughout high school.   

The girls soccer program had a 
wonderful season posting a 5 - 
2 record.  The team had a 
strong core of ten returning 
players that was complemented 
by five freshmen.  To start the 
season we didn't have an 

experienced goalie and many of the freshmen had never played soccer 
before.  Marly Ausman became our goalie and was a vital part of our already 
well established defensive line of Kate Vineyard, Monica Ibanez, Maria 
Trinidad and Lynzie Torres.  Although inexperienced, four of the five 
freshmen were starters on the team. The team scored more goals this 
season than in all prior ones;  Asbel Tellez was the top goal scorer for the 
team. ~Coach Steinmetz 

2021 
Soccer Senior Night 

Coronation Photos by: NHS Senior Yolanda Diaz 
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Senior Photos by: NHS Senior Yolanda Diaz 

#25 Bryan Dorathy is the son of Kelly and Nathan 
Dorathy.  He has participated in football, tennis and 
FFA for 4 years, chief science officer and prom com-
mittee for 2,and key club and student council for 1.  
Bryan’s future plans include serving a 2 year mission 
for the LDS church and earning a pilot's license.  At-
tending TVCC with plans to join the Airforce. 

#21 Josh Hamilton is the son of Jamie and David 
Hamilton.  He has participated in football and band for 
4 years, wrestling and national honor society for 2.  
Josh’s future plans are yet to be determined.   

#20 Caleb Benson is the son of Tina Benson & Randy 
Gilbertson and Clint and Christina             Benson.  He 
has participated in football for 4 years, Jiu Jitsu for 3, 
and baseball, wrestling and track for 1. Caleb's future 
plans include attending EOU and majoring in Psycholo-
gy. He will work in the field of Psychology as Dr. Ben-
son.  

Volleyball Senior Night  
2021 

#14 Efrain Caldera is the son of Norma Lopez and 
Gabriel Caldera.  He has participated in football for 4 
years, wrestling for 2, basketball for 1 and he feels 
cheated that Rona took his opportunity for baseball last 
year.  Efrain’s future plans include attending Portland 
Community College and graduating with an associates 
degree.  

#11 Kaleb Draper is the son of Maria and Kevin 
Draper. He has participated in football and track for 4 
years, basketball for 2 and golf for 1. Kaleb’s future 
plans include serving a mission for the church of  Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, attending college, settling 
down with a job and wife after enjoying his youth.   

#9 Frankie Cervantes is the son of Bianca Ortega and 
Anthony Cervantes. He has participated in   football 
and track for 4 years.  Frankie’s future plans include 
attending TVCC and then transferring to EOU.   

#7 Michael Carrasco is the son of Stephanie and Mi-
chael Carrasco.  He has participated in football for 4 
years, basketball for 3 years and track for 1 year. 
Michael’s plans after high school include finding a ca-
reer he enjoys and living life to the fullest. 

#4 Teagan Moody is the son of Megan Glenn and Ryan 
and Sam Moody.  He has participated in football, baseball 
and key club for 4 years, basketball for 2 and student 
council and pep club for 1.  Teagan’s future plans include 
attending EOU. 

#1 Dunston Riojas is the son of Silvia De La Cruz and 
Javier Rocha.  He has participated in football since the 3rd 
grade & wrestling since the 2nd. Competing in the Submis-
sion tournament and Jiu Jitsu since 8th. Dunston’s future 
plans include getting a degree in auto mechanics at the Col-
lege of Western Idaho and to be the best role  model for his 
nieces Nyssa and Haze.   

#79 Marlin Miles is the son of Pearl Diaz.  He has par-
ticipated in football, wrestling and tennis for 3 years. 
Marlin’s future plans include attending TVCC and re-
ceiving a welding certificate.   

#65 Bryan Flores is the son of Maria and Tranquilino 
Flores.  He has participated in football for 4 years, 
wrestling for 3, and track for 2.  Bryan’s future plans 
include attending college and finishing his welding cer-
tifications.  

#77 Jesus Carreon is the son of Rosy Carreon and 
Ricardo Carreon. He has participated in football for 4 
years and wrestling and track for 2.  Jesus’s future 
plans include attending TVCC and working in the weld-
ing industry.   

#71 Armando Valle is the son of Maria Rodriguez and 
Isaias Valle.  He has participated in football for 4 years. 
Armando’s future plans include attending CWI and be-
coming an automotive mechanic.  

#69 Esai Gonzales is the son of Lisa and Ruben Gon-
zalez.  He has participated in baseball for 4 years and 
football for 2.  Esai’s future plans include a move to 
Texas to work in the oil industry.   

#58 Josh Ashby is the son of Brandy and Mark   Ash-
by.  He has participated in football, tennis & FFA for 4 
years and FBLA for 3.  Josh’s future plans     include 
serving a 2 year mission, attending college, and marry-
ing the girl of his dreams.  

#3 Hailey Castro is the daughter of Naomi Castro and  Jerry 
Allen. She has participated in volleyball, basketball and soft-
ball for 4 years.  Hailey’s future plans include     attending 
Eastern Oregon University and earning a degree in elemen-
tary education.   

#5 Kailani Schulthies is the daughter of 
Lori and Weston Schulthies.  She has 
participated in SMILE for 9 years, bas-
ketball, volleyball, softball and FFA for 4 
and national honor society for 2.  

Kailani’s future plans include attending BYU-Provo and 
majoring in business and serving a mission for the Church 
of Christ for Latter-Day Saints.   

#7 Vanessa Ruiz is the daughter of Blanca Sanchez.  She 
has participated in volleyball, wrestling and track for 3 years.  
Vanessa’s future plans include attending Oliver Finley Acade-
my for cosmetology and continuing on to   either EOU or OSU 
for a business management degree.  

Football Senior Night  
2021 

 The Nyssa High School Football Team competed in the first ever Oregon High 

School Spring Football Season! Students competed in 4 games of Regional competition. 

The bulldogs beat Ontario in the season opener then lost at home to a strong LaGrande 

Team. The Bulldogs then went on to Baker City where they lost a barn-burner in over-

time. Nyssa finished the season losing to Vale at home in the annual Black and Blue 

Bowl. As a whole, there were over 50 students that competed in football this spring. Their 

efforts should be applauded!  Go Bulldogs!       

    ~Coach Long 
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    Taelyr Martinez- 9th grade, 100% attendance GPA 4.0 

 
 Taelyr Martinez is a very respectful and qui-
et student that I have had the pleasure of teaching 
both online in Health Class and in-person in PE 1 
Class. She never misses a day and is  always willing 
to participate, assuming whatever role is thrown in 
her direction. I have not known Taelyr for very long, 
but I can attest that her    character and positivity are 
great attributes for our Nyssa High School. Taelyr is 
a great                  representative for this award and I 
am proud to be her   teacher. Great work Taelyr, 
Well deserved!!     ~Mrs. 
Holcomb 

 
 Taelyr joined the Select Choir at the     se-
mester and has seamlessly caught up with every-

one.  She is very  focused, and  demonstrates a high level of discipline. I am 
so proud of her growth as a singer and her willingness to work effectively as 
a   member of the team.  She is a joy to have in class! ~Dr. Longwell 

 
 Taelyr is a very quiet student. She does have a nice smile as I greet 
her at the door each day and she has a great attitude. She is     always on 
task and I never have to tell her to go to work. I really enjoy having Taelry in 
art class this year. Way to go Taelyr! ~David Boyer 

 

Gabrielle Baker 
Nyssa Middle School is very fortunate to have Amy Mardock and 

Gabrielle Baker as their lunch staff. Amy and Gabrielle help make the middle 
school a welcoming environment for students. Every month they decorate 
the cafeteria and often dress up to support the theme. They find out the hap-
penings of the school to support our efforts. When we had inclusion week, 
Amy and Gabby supported the effort by creating signs that reminded stu-
dents that they matter and that they all belong.  

COVID protocols meant that the middle school lunch time had to 
shift to three separate lunches. Amy and Gabby brainstormed with     admin-
istrators ways to speed up meal distribution to maximize the time students 
had to eat lunch. They are now able to serve 275 students in under 12 
minutes. They pride themselves on being efficient and doing their job well in 
order to keep kids fed and everyone healthy. Gabby and Amy genuinely 
care about kids and we are so lucky to have them      responsible for feeding 
our kids and being a part of the middle school team. 

 Jose is one of those students I wish I could have an 
entire classroom full of. His positive attitude and smile are 
contagious. He knows how to work and how to have fun. He 
is on task and working hard whenever it is        expected. He 
is a dedicated and persistent student. He takes pride in a job 
well done. If there is work to do he will waste no time getting 
right to it. He takes time to complete his assignments correct-
ly and always wants to do well, even if that means fixing 
something in order to receive a better score. Keep up the 
great work, Jose. ~Ms. Arant 

  

 Jose Trinidad has been a model student all year long. During online school, 
Jose was always on time and gave his best effort on assignments regardless of the 
limitations from being on line. In the classroom, he is always doing what needs to be 
done and is not influenced by others around him. He does the right thing because it is 
the right thing to do. Although he is very quiet, he is never shy to participate in class 
discussions or work with other       students. Jose is respectful of others and has 
shown great progress this year. Congratulations, to Jose and his parents!  ~Mr. Es-
cobedo 

 José Trinidad ha sido un estudiante modelo durante todo el año. Durante la 
escuela en línea, José siempre llegó a tiempo y se esforzó al máximo en las tareas, 
independientemente de las limitaciones de estar en línea. En el aula, siempre está 
haciendo lo que se debe hacer y no se deja influir por los demás a su alrededor. Él 
hace lo correcto porque es lo correcto. Aunque es muy callado, nunca es tímido para 
participar en las discusiones de clase o trabajar con otros estudiantes. José es re-
spetuoso con los demás y ha mostrado un gran progreso este año. ¡Felicitaciones a 
José y sus padres! ~Senior Escobedo 

 Jose is an absolutely awesome student. It is important that Jose knows that 
his hard work and his attitude and work ethic are not going unnoticed. All his teachers 
are aware of his hard work and commitment. Jose, you are appreciated. He attends 
school everyday. He does all his work. He is perfectly behaved in class. And he al-
ways is on task. What more could a teacher want from a student? Jose is a very hard 
worker, he is always in a good mood, he is always respectful, and he is just a pleas-
ure to have in class. Jose needs to know that the sky is the limit for him. There is not 
one thing he is not capable of doing in life, and I think that he will be someone who we 
remember in Nyssa for a very long time. Thank you for being so awesome Jose! Keep 
it up!  ~Mr. Sapp  

  

 I  have enjoyed Jose Trinidad in my classroom, whether we were on Zoom or 
in the classroom.. What I appreciate most about Jose is his work. He has a lot of pride 
in his work and gets his assignments completed and turned in punctually, even on the 
days that he has missed class. Jose shows a lot of responsibility by finding out what 
he did miss and completing his work. Jose seems to be liked by his peers and I can 
see why. He is a kind, caring young man. It is my privilege to work with him and I look 
forward to next year when he is in my class at the High School.  ~Ms. Reukauf 

 Juan came to my class during our online      por-
tion of this year. He did very well online, was always there 
and often tried to join additional reading sessions. He was 
very excited when we moved to 2 hours per day in person. 
He was curious about our school and what we did here. 
Finally, we made it back to school full time. Now he could 
meet the other students he had heard about. Juan's excite-

ment hasn't decreased. He is still excited about school and looks    forward to what we will be 
doing next.                                                                                     Jaun told me he 
was going to be a doctor when he grows up and complete a lot of college. I recall looking at 
him and smiling because I believe he will be a doctor. He has a compassionate heart, and a 
mature mannerism. When he becomes a doctor, I hope he remembers his first grade teacher. 
Keep working hard and reach your greatness.             
    ~ Mrs. Dapron     

                                      
 Juan is absolutely wonderful!  He isn't always on task, but is eager to participate 
and try new things.  Juan has no fear of  making mistakes and always tries his best in  every-
thing he does.  He is kind and encouraging with his peers.  Thank you parents for doing such 

a great job! ~ Mrs. Steinmetz 

Juan Lazo– 1st Grade 

 Emma is giving 110% effort and has a can do atti-
tude!  She has grown amazingly in her academics, as shown 
by her reading fluency growth from 14 to 54 words per mi-
nute, and we still have more than a month to go.  Emma 
soars in her personal relationships with all her classmates!  
Way to go Emma!  I am so proud of you!  Keep working 
and giving your best in                 everything!  ~Mrs. Book 
  Emma is a quiet young girl who is kind and 
friendly to everyone around her.  She tries her best to com-
plete tasks assigned to her in a timely manner. Emma is 
quick to volunteer and is helpful.  Thank you   parents for 
doing such a great job! ~ Mrs. Steinmetz 

STUDENTS of the MONTH 
Emma Sandoval– 4th Grade 

Jose Trinidad– 8th Grade 

Taelyr Martinez– 9th Grade 

EMPLOYEES  of the MONTH 

Amy Mardock 

 Our regular season began February 12th and we had two weeks of running before the regularly 
scheduled practice season. The weather prevented us from running every day, but most kids showed up. 
Runners during the season: Ciara Duenaz, Benjamin and Christian Mardock, Alec Kahalekomo, Brady 
Cooper, Isaiah Fuentes, Spencer Romans, Garrison Page, and Martin Mendez. We had a lot of injuries 
which prevented some from running the whole season: Isaiah, Christian, and Brady were all injured and 
couldnt run, but they came to every meet and supported their team.  
 The best thing about the season was running and practicing together, for sure. The weather we 
had: sleet, snow, rain, wind, etc. was hard to run through, but everyone was a champ! We also got to run 
some new courses this year and compete with teams we don’t normally run against. Best time on our team 
was Alec: 20:27, Spencer Romans ended with a PR of 21:24. 
We only had one girl runner, Ciara, and she PRd, taking 31 seconds off her time the last meet at LaGrande 
with 25:07. ~Coach Fournier 

mailto:04cduenaz@nyssasd.org
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 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 

Community  

                     Prayer 

Community Prayer for Nyssa 

When: Saturday, May 22nd, 

Time: 10 a.m. 

Where: On Main Street @ Memorial Park 
 

**Come and gather to pray for Our Community** 
 

Questions? Call or Text Nikki Enders 541-212-3101 

Nikki Enders 

     “Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, keeping our 

eyes on Jesus, the source and the perfector of our faith. For the joy that 

lay before hum, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2) 

     There is a call to persevere, there is a call on your life and mine to 

keep on going. There is a race Jesus is calling you to continue to run. We 

all have days when we want to throw in the towel and days when we 

would rather stop “running” because frankly it would be easier to walk a 

different route, but that is not today! 

     Today God is calling us to run with endurance. What is He calling you 

to “endure in”? Is it your marriage, you job or a relationship? 

     In this passage the Bible says “For consider hum who endured such 

hostility from sinner against himself, so that you won’t grow weary and 

give up. In struggling against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point 

of shedding you blood.” (Hebrews 12:3-4) Jesus, the one and only 

perfect Savior, endured death on a cross, not because he deserve it but 

because he was obedient to his Father’s will. “Endure suffering as 

discipline, God is dealing with you as sons.” (Verse 7) God loved you 

and I so much the He allowed Hi son, Jesus, who led a blameless life to 

die for the sins of the world. Jesus endured the cross! We have never 

gone through that kind of testing, but with Jesus’ example of suffering 

he has given us a foreshadowing of how to endure under hard, difficult 

and unfair circumstances.  

     “For no discipline seem enjoyable at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have 

been trained by it.” (Verse 11) 

     If we want to mature as followers of Christ, then we must train 

ourselves to endure in hard times and this is not something that we can 

do alone in our own physical strength. We have to allow the Holy Spirit 

who has begun a good work un us to continue to tap into the source, 

which is none other than Jesus! 

     The Bible says, “therefor strengthen your tired hands and your 

weakened knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is 

lame may not be dislocated but healed instead.” (Verse 12 & 13) Today 

my dear friends is a day to begin again, or to keep moving forward. 

Today is the day to cry out to Jesus and surrender your circumstances to 

Him. Today is the day to open your Bible and let the Word of God wash 

over you. Today is a day to pray again, to call on Him for new strength 

and to look around at the bountiful blessings that surround us. Today I 

am praying for you and me that we will “run with endurance the race 

that lies before us.” 

A Call to Endure 
By Nikki Enders 
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Owyhee Science Field Camp will be May 21–23, and we will be 

returning to Leslie Gulch for more geologic data collection! This is 

a parent-supported opportunity, meaning that parents and 

guardians provide the camp, and we provide the science 

education. We generally camp together (distanced), but 

prepare and eat meals separately. Your young one will be 

measuring tafoni features and plotting data to learn more about 

their formation. What does that mean? Guess you’ll have to 

come along to find out! 

The cost is $50 per student and parent team with tuition waivers 

available.  

 

Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 
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3/31/21 

 We are very pleased with the planning commission's decision to ap-

prove our subdivision plat. This is another step in the right direction for the Treas-

ure Valley Reload Center project. I would like to thank the MCDC board for their 

continued diligent service, as well as Anderson Perry for their quality work in pre-

paring the proposal. Malheur County, the TVRC project is on track, and we look 

forward to the beginning of construction. 

 

4/5/21 

Treasure Valley Reload Center: 

• We released a draft version of the bidders packet for the first construction 

contract. We want interested bidders to be as prepared as possible and releas-

ing this draft gives them a bit of a head start on the process. Please note, this 

document is a draft, and should not be referenced when the bids are officially 

released. Final documents will need to be ordered through Anderson Perry so 

they know who has documents, and if changes are made, where revised docu-

ments are to be sent. 

Affidavits are well underway and the attorneys are hard at work to secure 

language that works for all parties. 

Economic Development: 

• We are scheduling a site visit for a client interested in a piece of land in 

Nyssa for their business. 

• Our office provided guidance for a firm in the enterprise zone program. 

We worked with the Malheur County Building Department to ensure a pro-

ject was proceeding on the right track. We appreciate the Building De-

partment understanding the importance of economic development in 

the county, and keeping open lines of communication with our office 

and developers alike. 

4/12/21 

Treasure Valley Reload Center: 

• Our ODOT March monthly report was submitted earlier this week. 

We met with the Froerers to ensure their understanding of our plans to ad-

dress road construction.  

Economic Development: 

• We coordinated a property tour for one of our clients. The land may be a 

potential fit for their business. 

• Our office attended the Eastern Oregon Regional Leaders meeting, in 

which great information was shared about the new federal funding the state 

has received. 

• Our office was also in attendance for the Ontario Area Chamber luncheon.  

We are actively working to assist a soon-to-open business with their advertis-

ing and website development.  

Treasure Valley Reload Facility Updates 
By Greg Smith 

4/23/21 

Treasure Valley Reload Center: 

Union Pacific has provided a final, signature ready Industry Track Agree-

ment. Our legal team is doing one final review and we will look to get 

this item completed in short order. 

• Americold and the shippers continue to communicate about agreements 

specific to shipping needs, with progress being noted. 

• Finalizing paperwork for the subdivision is underway. 

The letter of commitment continues to be addressed between legal teams 

and we look forward to its completion.  

Economic Development: 

We are nearing completion on a website for one of our clients that will be 

opening shop in May. Multiple meetings have been conducted to en-

sure the website represents our client's needs. Our office has also assist-

ed in putting together a print advertisement for this client, to be shared 

in the local newspapers. 

• We facilitated a site tour for a client seeking a large footprint for their devel-

opment and are in the process of scheduling additional visits elsewhere within 

the county. 

• Multiple local meetings, focused on COVID recovery, were attended by our 

office. 

Lastly, we held a meeting with a firm interested in the enterprise zone pro-

gram.  

5/3/21 

Treasure Valley Reload Center: 

• We are continuing to facilitate conversations as they relate to shipping spe-

cific agreements, as well as moving forward with the operator agreement. 

Final changes are being done to amendment number four to the Connect-

Oregon agreement, and we look forward to finalizing it in short order. 

Economic Development: 

We're happy to announce we launched a website for a client this week! Feel 

free to visit bryantsnursery.com to learn more about a family owned and operat-

ed nursery, coming soon to Vale! Our office will continue to help with their online 

presence, as well as any changes they would like to see to their website. We 

want to ensure that Malheur County businesses know that we can provide such 

services, and we look to advertise this success through a press release shortly. 

• Numerous virtual meetings were attended by our office. Our main focus is 

gaining knowledge on the forthcoming Restaurant Revitalization Funds, and 

have been diligently sharing program updates with our county businesses.  

• In an effort to support community development, we are participating in the 

Malheur Works Internship program. This week we had our first two interviews and 

look forward to providing worthwhile work experience to youth in the county. 

The Malheur Works team should be applauded for their efforts in establishing this 

highly beneficial program. 

 We encourage you to follow the bills you care about and 

receive an e-mail update when the status of your watched bill(s) 

change. (See below).  This page comes up, use the various links to sign 

up for what you’d like to track in the legislature. 

Citizen Engagement e-Subscribe (oregonlegislature.gov) 

 
Your direct engagement in our legislative process will make the greatest 

difference and have the largest impact in the outcome of legislation 

this session. You’ve taken the first step by being connected with our 

office, now here’s how to engage in other ways to get involved and 

make sure your voice is heard. 

How to Testify 

How to Submit Testimony 

How to Find Bills on the Oregon Legislature Website 

To learn more about committees, the status of a bill, sign up for email 

alerts, find other legislators and more, visit the Oregon Legislative 

Information System (OLIS) by clicking here 
 

As always, if you need more information or have questions, please 

contact us any time. 

Thank you, 

 
Lynn Findley 

Senator, District 30 

Capitol Phone: (503) 986-1730 

Capitol Address: 900 Court St. NE, S-301, Salem, OR 97301 

Email:  Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov 

Website: http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/findley 

Stay In The Know 

http://bryantsnursery.com
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/e-Subscribe.aspx?fbclid=IwAR0867EWaJbZBqqTH85k6z0xvsiNQPzOapDaI2mP1eTWatKM8I72xIBxG1w
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MjcxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURRc0luVnlhU0k2SW1K
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MjcxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURVc0luVnlhU0k2SW1K
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MjcxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURZc0luVnlhU0k2SW1K
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MjcxNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TVRFc0luVnlhU0k2SW1K
mailto:Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MTIuMzg2MTc3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9yZWdvbmxlZ2lzbGF0dXJlLmdvdi9maW5kbGV5In0.eHMf13-fjUqupKqmN7tfFunqAiE7OdodMOJQ7ssBFw4/s/980644
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We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 

 

Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 

 

Tal vez hayas escuchado frases como:  

Todo depende de con que ojos que lo veas,  

Tu piensas eso por que me vez con diferentes ojos.  

Será qué hay personas que tienen más de un par de ojos ?  

A qué se refieren con otros ojos?  

Déjame explicar un poco  

Si bien es cierto que cualquier persona con más de dos ojos pareciera anor-

mal,  

La biblia habla acerca de otro tipo de  ojos  

-Los ojos del corazón.- (internos)  

Cómo es que funcionan estos ojos, seria la 

pregunta.  

Estos ojos al igual que los otros pueden ver, ob-

servar y tienen la habilidad de ver lo que nuestros 

ojos externos no pueden.  

Como nuestros ojos faciales necesitan la luz para 

poder ver así los ojos que tenemos en el corazón 

también necesitan luz (Jesus es la luz ) que hace 

que podamos ver con esos ojos. 

Existen muchos ejemplos en la 

Biblia sobre personas que tuvieron que cerrar los 

ojos externos y aprender a ver con los ojos del 

corazón. Solo de esa manera pudieron lograr ver 

cosas y hacer la voluntad de Dios para sus vidas. 

(Disfrutar de sus bendiciones)  

Abraham tuvo que ver con sus ojos del corazón para poder dejar a su familia 

y salir a un lugar que el nunca había visto con los ojos externos.  

Noé tuvo que ver con los ojos del corazón lluvia cuando nunca había visto 

agua caer del cielo y construir un arca gigantesca  

David tuvo que ver con sus ojos del corazón a un gigante como una persona 

cual quiera ala que él podía vencer aún cuando sus ojos externos veían lo 

contrario.  

Jesús mismo siempre vio ala humanidad con los ojos del corazón aún cuan-

do la humanidad lo despreció, apedreó y mató en una cruz siempre vio la 

necesidad de la humanidad al punto de dar su propia vida por ti y por mi.  

El apóstol Pablo dejó escrito lo siguiente 

  

Pido que les inunde de luz el corazón, para que puedan entender la es-

peranza segura que él ha dado a los que llamó  

Efesios 1:18 NTV 

Cuando abrimos los ojos de nuestro corazon comenzamos a notar que hay 

diferencias en como actuamos  
*no juzgamos por las apariencias  

*vemos la necesidad de las personas que nos rodean  

*no hacemos distinción de raza, color o sexo  

*no tememos  por lo que esta por venir  

*no vemos alas personas por sus defectos (pasado o presente) 

*sentimos el dolor de aquellos que están pasando por situaciones difíciles  

*ayudamos son esperar nada a cambio  

*podemos ver que aunque la circunstancia para el ser mala, tiene un 

propósito y saldremos de ella.  

*podemos ver que no todo termina en esta vida, que nuestra esperanza con-

tinúa aún después de nuestro último aliento 

*entendemos que en este mundo hay personas que necesitan saber cómo 

abrir los ojos de nuestro corazón necesitan la Luz.  

En un mundo de tanta oscuridad y confusión  

Necesitamos tener nuestros ojos abiertos  

      You may have heard phrases like, it all depends on what eyes you see it 

with.  You think that because you see me with different eyes.  Could it be that 

there are people who have more than one pair of eyes?  What do you mean 

by other eyes? 

     Let me explain a little.   While it is true that anyone with more than two eyes 

appears abnormal, the Bible talks about other types of eyes.  -The eyes of the 

heart. -  

     How do these eyes work, that would be the question? 

      These eyes like the others can see, observe, 

and have the ability to see what our external eyes 

cannot.  As our facial eyes need light to be able 

to see like this, the eyes that we have in our hearts 

also need light (Jesus is the light) that makes us 

see with those eyes. 

     There are many examples in the Bible about 

people who had to close their outer eyes and 

learn to see with the eyes of the heart.  Only in this 

way were they able to see things and do God's 

will for their lives.  (Enjoy your blessings) 

     Abraham had to see with the eyes of his heart 

to be able to leave his family and go to a place 

that he had never seen with outside eyes. 

     Noah had to see rain with the eyes of the heart 

when he had never seen water fall from the sky 

and build a gigantic ark. 

     David had to see with the eyes of his heart to see a giant like any other 

person whom he could conquer even when his external eyes saw otherwise. 

     Jesus himself always saw humanity with the eyes of the heart even when 

humanity despised him, stoned and killed him on a cross.  He always saw the 

need of humanity to the point of giving his own life for you and me. 

     The Apostle Paul wrote the following, 

      I ask that your hearts be flooded with light, so that you may understand 

the sure hope that he has given to those he called.  Ephesians 1:18 NLT 

     When we open the eyes of our hearts we begin to notice that there are 

differences in how we act 
 * We do not judge by appearances. 

 * We see the needs of the people around us. 

 * We do not distinguish between race, color, or gender. 

 * We do not fear for what is to come. 

 * We do not see people because of their defects (past or present). 

 * We feel the pain of those who are going through difficult situations. 

 * We help and expect nothing in return. 

 * We can see that although the circumstance for being bad, it has a purpose, 

and we will get out of it. 

 * We can see that not everything ends in this life, that our hope continues 

even after our last breath. 

 * We understand that in this world there are people who need to know how to 

open the eyes of our heart, they need the Light. 

 In a world of so much darkness and confusion 

 We need to keep our eyes open. 

Los Ojos de Mi Corazón The Eyes of My Heart 

By Julieta Campuzano  
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NYSSA CITY COUNCIL  

MINUTES 

Waldo Conference Center 218 Main Street Nyssa, OR 97913 

03/09/21 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

NOTE: The meeting was conducted by phone on March 9, 2021, or you can find the number to join 

the meeting on the City website: nyssacity.org. 

   

Roll Call: Mayor Betty Holcomb, Council President Morganne DeLeon, Councilors: Patricia Esplin, 

Pat Oliver, Ron Edmondson, Roberto Escobedo, Krissy Walker Staff: Police Chief Raymond Rau, City 

Manager Jim Maret, Administrative Assistant Marla Roberts, City Attorney Mike Horton, City Engi-

neer Doug Argo. 
 

Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Patricia Esplin made a motion to adopt the agenda. Pat Oliver seconded the motion. 7 ayes. 

 

Consent Agenda: Motion Action Approving Consent Agenda items  

Minutes of Regular Meeting February 09, 2021 

Staff and Committee Monthly Reports Feb 2021 

Correspondence and information FYI 

Pat Oliver made a motion to adopt the consent agenda A, B, and C. Roberto Escobedo second-

ed the motion. 7 ayes.  

Approval of Accounts Payable $52,001.95 and Current Payroll $49,823.25  

Patricia Esplin made a motion to approve Accounts Payable and Current Payroll. Krissy Walker 

seconded the motion. 7 Ayes.        

 

Public Comment Period No Comments made.  

 

Guest Speakers/City/County Announcements 

Nyssa Chamber – A couple of new board members on the chamber is Juan Munoz who is purchas-

ing Stunz Lumber. The other person is Summer Velez, she has experience writing grants and organiz-

ing events, she is working on the Welcome to Nyssa signs at the different locations. 

Chamber Banquet coming up on April 25th do not forget to turn in your nomination forms to the 

Chamber. 

Asking if the Council would consider having Thunderegg Days at South Park again this year? It will 

be July 8th thru the 10th this year.  

Pat Oliver said they need to make sure they are following the guidelines of Covid 19.  

Mayor Holcomb said they need to make sure if they approve the Chamber to have it in S Park that 

they will adhere to all the current guidelines from the Governor’s office. Tawni Maxwell Nyssa 

Chamber said they realize they will need to follow all the guidelines set at the time of the Thun-

deregg Days in July 2021. Mayor Holcomb made a motion to allow Nyssa Chamber to have Thun-

deregg Days in South Park this year. Pat Oliver seconded the motion. 7 ayes. 

Deanna Tucker asked Tawni to ask the Council if they have any projects for NATIONAL SERVE Day 

on April 24, 2021, they are getting a group together, so they are looking for a project. Please let 

Deanna or Tawni know if you have any suggestions.  

 

Paula Olvera from Lifeways introducing Problem Gambling Month Proclamation representing Mal-

heur County prevention. Problem gambling is an emotional problem and can influence families 

and can be an addiction. They can get help with free resources by contacting Oregon problem 

gambling resource at 1-877-mylimit.   

Problem Gambling Awareness Month proclamation was read by Mayor Betty A. Holcomb. 

 

Susan Barton – She has been maintaining the Welcome to Nyssa Garden sign coming into Nyssa. 

She is a member of the A&K Owyhee Garden Club. The Garden was initially planted by The Town 

and Country Garden Club. The Club disbanded in 1985, she started taking care of it in 2008. It 

needs a permanent watering system. Rhonda Bybee was a member of the A&K Owyhee Garden 

Club and when she passed away her family designated the club to receive any funds that people 

wanted to donate in her memory and the club set up a committee to look at projects, they could 

do to utilize those funds that would honor Rhonda and her love of gardening. She submitted the 

idea to them, and it was accepted. She met with Duane and he suggested she discuss with some-

one that deals with the smaller irrigation systems. She would like to utilize the backhoe to remove 

some of the plants etc.  

She was also hopeful that the City could blow out the lines in the fall and spring. Discussion on 

backflow, which needs to be discussed with Duane.    

          

Department Reports: 

Police Report and Police Business – Ray Rau there are several warrants in the system they are 

working on. People will go over there and book themselves and release at the Sheriff's Dept. 

Officer Bunker is over at field officer training in John Day for three days. Ontario Police Dept. 

had a complaint and asked them to investigate it and they did, which is now at the DA’s 

office. We have been doing several food and gas vouchers due to the influx of homeless 

people coming from Ontario. The legislation “Time Place and Matter” does not solve the 

problem it does not work for the homeless, there are no shelters here and it will get worse.  

They are working hard and appreciate the support from the Community. 

 

City Engineer Report - Doug Argo – Discussion on Locust Ave. 

City Manager Jim Maret - For years we have had several complaints about Locust Ave. they 

have been working on a solution and have looked at several different options. Coble stone 

50lb. pavers dig the center out and put concrete sand in the bottom and covered with grav-

el, then the bricks which allow it to drain, it would flatten out the road and do away with the 

center swale. This system is not inexpensive, it would be about $50,000 per 1/2 block but with 

the work, our crew can do it would be less expensive such as 30 to $40,000 per ½ block. The 

name of the system that goes into the ground underneath the blocks is called Storm Tech.  

Mayor Betty Holcomb made a motion to do a trial on the pavers on Locust Ave.  

Councilor Escobedo is concerned about trucks going on Locust Ave.  

The pavers are rated to take a load of trucks, besides the trucks would not be driving down 

the middle of the street. If the pavers work, it will help other intersections in town where flood-

ing is an issue.  

Mayor Oliver suggested doing S 4th and Good Ave.  

Doug Argo – It will be an additional cost because there will be more design issues that will 

need to be done.  

Jim Maret - If the Council does not want to do Locust Ave., then get a cost factor on 4th and 

Good Ave. We only have enough funds to do half a block a year, and possibly down the 

road try for a grant to do the rest.  

Doug Argo – Dollar General believes they have passed all their hurdles and are just waiting on 

the County Inspections. Fire Hydrant Painting project update the manufacture recommends 

using Sherwin Williams products so Liz Haun is working on that and are just waiting for the tech-

nical specifications and Liz will forward it to him when she receives it. Marlon Wilson said the 

Nyssa II ward youth that would still like to help paint the picnic tables.  

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: 

 

            Resolution No. 1388-21 Surplus property and disposal method – Patricia Esplin made a mo-

tion to adopt Resolution No. 1388-21. Roberto Escobedo seconded the motion. 7 Ayes. 

   Resolution No. 1389-21 Authorizing the Mayor to sign a contract lease agreement with TVP enter-

prises.  

Mayor Holcomb made a motion to adopt Resolution 1389-21. Councilor Oliver seconded the mo-

tion. 7 Ayes.     

Resolution No. 1390-21 Approving increases and decreases to the FY 2020-2021 budget and mak-

ing appropriations for OPET is an invoice to catch up on our retirement. Patricia Esplin made a mo-

tion to adopt Resolution 1390-21. Mayor Holcomb seconded the motion. 7 Ayes.  

Resolution No. 1391-21 Approving increases and decreases to the FY 2020-2021 budget and mak-

ing appropriations for The CARES ACT. Mayor Holcomb made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 

1391-21. Roberto Escobedo seconded the motion. 7 Ayes.  

Mayor Holcomb asked about a truck route and have the City Manager submit a request for more 

information on a truck route with ODOT. Morganne DeLeon made a motion to direct Jim to investi-

gate this and get back to them. Mayor Holcomb seconded the motion. 7 ayes.  

 

Ethics filing reminder for the Council. 

 

LOC Bulletin – FYI 

 

Manager Report – Information is given to the council they met with ODOT today on the ADA ramps 

which will begin next month. He should have plans by the next council meeting and two lighted 

crosswalks going in, one on Bower and King.  

 

Comments from Council 

 

Mayor Holcomb Appointed Budget Office as Jim Maret. Motion made by Pat Oliver and seconded 

by Patricia Esplin. 7 Ayes.  

 

The public meeting closed at 8:27 pm. 

 

Executive Session 192.660(2)(I) 192.660(8) began at 8:28 pm 

 

City Council meeting closed at 8:38 pm.  

 

Minutes submitted by Marla Roberts,  

City Recorder CMC 
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