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The Malheur County Development Corporation met for its weekly board meeting on Tuesday, February 25th. 

Board president, Grant Kitamura opened the meeting and asked Officer to the Board, Greg Smith to offer updates. 

 

Smith commented that his office continues to reach out to area onion growers to learn of prospective final 

destinations, specific shipping tonnage, and shipping frequency. This information will be used to further 

discussions with Union Pacific and a potential operator.  

 

The 30% civil design portion of the facility has been submitted. With this, Smith noted that meetings are now 

being scheduled including initial discussions with Idaho Power and Cascade Gas. Conversations also center on 

road easements and traffic patterns with ODOT and the Nyssa Road District. 

 

Over the next number of months, agenda items will include discussions with Union Pacific regarding cultural 

resources, designing on-site fire suppression services, developing on-site water and sewer services, a title report, 

and a wetland mitigation plan. Smith said Malheur County Commissioner Larry Wilson will coordinate a 

subcommittee regarding covenants and the partitioning of land to house the reload center. Smith noted an annex 

agreement must also be addressed. 

 

Smith said a discussion with Nyssa City Manager Jim Maret had occurred and an update with the City of Ontario 

is planned.  

 

Prior to opening the meeting to public comment, Smith concluded the briefing with a discussion of received 

emails and public records requests. He said his office may receive numerous emails per day from a local 

newspaper, which entails 15 to 20 staff hours per week regarding research and response.  

 

The meeting then opened to public discussion. A local citizen commented on the lack of an operator agreement 

and any potential impact on ODOT decisions. Smith said conversations with ODOT are addressing the 

benchmarks and noted modifications of the agreement had taken place. He shared that although a firm agreement 

had yet to be enacted, the continued conversations and adjustments are positive strides. 

 

Also referenced in the meeting’s public sector was the potential for a crop to be seeded and harvested successfully 

in 2020. Smith said that would be addressed shortly in meetings that are now being calendared. 

 

Please note – the Malheur County Development Corporation Board Meetings are open to the public. Unless 

otherwise noted on our Facebook Page, meetings are held every Tuesday morning at 10:00 (Mountain Time) at 

Baker and Murakami Produce, or by joining the conference call at 541-896-1824. 
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