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     Many of you have heard Paul Harvey’s “So God Made A 

Farmer” speech from the 51st FFFA National Convention in 

Kansas City, MO in 1978.  I hope you enjoy it, whether it’s your 

reading it for the first time or if you remember Paul himself. 

     And on the eighth day, God looked down on his planned 

paradise and said, “I need a caretaker.”  So God made a 

farmer. 

     God said, “I need somebody willing to get up before dawn, 

milk cows, work all day in the field, milk cows again, eat supper, 

then go to town and stay past midnight at a meeting of the 

school board.” So God made a farmer. 

     “I need somebody with arms strong enough to wrestle a calf 

and yet gentle enough to deliver his own grandchild…

somebody to call hogs, tame cantankerous machinery, come 

home hungry, have to wait for lunch until his wife’s done feeding 

visiting ladies – then tell the ladies to be sure and come back 

real soon – and mean it.”  So God made a farmer. 

     God said, “I need somebody willing to sit up all night with a 

newborn colt… and watch it die, then dry his eyes and say 

‘Maybe next year.’  I need somebody who can shape an ax 

handle from a persimmon sprout, shoe a horse with a hunk of 

car tire, who can make a harness out of hay wire, feed sacks 

and shoe scraps. Who, planting time and harvest season, will 

finish his 40-hour week by Tuesday noon and then, painin’ from 

tractor back, put in another 72 hours.” So God made a farmer. 

     God had to have somebody willing to ride the ruts at double-

speed to get the hay in ahead of the rain clouds and yet stop in 

mid-field and race to help when he sees the first smoke from a 

neighbor’s place.  So God made a farmer. 

     God said, “I need somebody strong enough to clear trees 

and heave bales, yet gentle enough to yean lambs and wean 

pigs and tend the pink-combed pullets, who will stop his mower 

for an hour to splint the broken leg of a meadowlark.” 

     It had to be somebody who’d plow deep and straight and 

not cut corners. Somebody to seed, weed, feed, breed, and 

brake, and disk, and plow, and plant, and tie the fleece and 

strain the milk, and replenish the self feeder… and finish a hard 

week’s work with a 5-mile drive to church. 

     Somebody who’d bale a family together with the soft, strong 

bonds of sharing… who would laugh, and then sigh… and then 

reply with smiling eyes when his son says that he wants to spend 

his life doing what Dad does.  So God made a farmer. 

     Early morning, long days and late nights, we appreciate it all!  

Thanks!!  We wish you ALL prosperity and much success this 

harvest season!! 

WE      OUR FARMERS 

ABOUT THE PICTURE: Alan Gilmore sells beautiful photography and has really found a niche with a local farmer.  Alan says he’s simply 

someone who has enjoyed photography for many, many years and does it mainly for his own pleasure.  Last year he was asked by 

Allendale Produce to document their onion growing season from planting to harvest as well as come up with a picture they could use 

for the Shippers Meeting Auction in McCall.  One of the results was a photo on metal.  This is where I found his beautiful onions.  I had 

to have one!  I know it sounds silly, but you should see them in person!  (Visit the Waldo Conference Center to see one firsthand.)  

Contact Alan if you’re interested in your very own onion photo! Or other awesome pictures.  
CONTACT: Alan Gilmore, Caldwell, ID. Facebook - AlanGilmorePhotography. Email: Iam2alan@gmail.com 

mailto:Iam2alan@gmail.com
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     Nyssa FFA has had a busy summer - starting off with the 

annual Chapter BBQ with a great turn out. Then, the 

Chapter Officer Team went to Mr. Cruickshank’s house for a 

BBQ and game night. The following month was very fun 

when we attended Roaring Springs as a District and got 

ready for Fair. 
     The first week of August brought many 4H and FFA 

students together to one place. The Malheur County Fair is 

where FFA students show how well they raised and trained 

their livestock projects, in addition to many also entered 

crops, metals, wood, and art projects. Many Nyssa FFA 

students competed at the 2019 Malheur County Fair. It was 

a fun filled week with lots of excitement. 
     Nyssa FFA students did an amazing job representing not 

only FFA but our school and community as well. Britain 

Hartley showed how dedicated she was as she received a 

Grand Champion Swine Ribbon, and Kailani Schulthies won 

Reserve Champion Swine showmanship. Porter Carlton, and 

Jaynee Schulthies received a first premium ribbon in 

Showmanship on their swine. 

     Britain Hartley also won Overall Grand Champion Market 

Hog. Bryan Flores, Orin Stipe, Emma Lynn Romans, and 

Ronny Bueno all received a first premium ribbon on their 

Beef Showmanship. Orin Stipe's Charolias Heifer won a 

champion ribbon and received a first premium ribbon as 

well. Josh Dorathy, and Shannon Ayarza-McLeod both 

received a second premium ribbon on Sheep Market and 

Showmanship. Shannon Ayarza-McLeod received a first 

champion Cross Ewe, Reserve Champion Cross Ewe, and 

Reserve Champion Cross Ram / Reserve Grand Champion 

Overall Ram. 

     Marly Ausman earned Reserve Champion Advanced 

and Reserve Grand Champion Showman with her Dairy 

project. Ivan Young received a second premium ribbon in 

Showmanship with his dairy project. Marly Ausman also won 

first premium with her Holstein Jr. Heifer, and first premium 

Holstein Breed Heifer. Ivan Young won first premium with his 

Jersey Dry Cow. 

     Victoria Moore brought home a Reserve Best of Show 

Opposite with her senior Doe Champagne D Argent rabbit. 

Victoria received a first premium in Showmanship. Shannon 

Ayarza-McLeod was the overall Cavy Champion Showman. 

Josh Dorathy was the Champion Breeding Flock, and was 

able to go on to Small Animal Round Robin which he 

received Reserve Grand Champion.  

     In Crops, Nyssa performed very well with students earning 

Overall Awards 1st Chloe Richards, 2nd Sara Stephen, and 

3rd Shannon Ayarza-McLeod. If you visited the Red Barn to 

view the crops, you likely also saw many winning Nyssa 

exhibits in the Shop section - including Myo Castro, medium 

Metal Fishing sign, and small Metal family sign. Cameron 

Elguezabal with his medium Metal Rebar Cross, and a 

medium Metal project as well as Shannon Ayarza-McLeod’s 

Reconstructed Piano. Photography was another area 

where Nyssa FFA excelled – earning Best of Show and First 

Place was Olivia Page, also earning Blue Ribbons were 

Olivia Williams, Laney Hartley, and Shannon Ayarza-

McLeod. 

     During Tractor Driving, Nyssa had five members in the top 

ten - including Austin Romans (1st), Bryan Dorathy (4th), 

Bryan Flores (5th), Orin Stipe (8th), and Zachary Dougherty 

(10th).  
     In October, six students are headed to the FFA National 

Convention in Indianapolis, IN where they will compete in 

the Farm Business Management Career Development 

Event. These students are Kailani Schulthies, Qyonee 

Mitchell, Sara Stephen, Austin Romans, Colton 

Rindlisbacher, and Victoria Moore. To prepare, they meet 

often to study and put on local fundraisers. Their most 

recent fundraiser was a car wash during Thunderegg Days. 

We thank everyone who came to support us during the 

carwash. Be on the lookout for more fundraisers once 

school gets started this fall.  
     Keep up with the Nyssa FFA Chapter on social media to 

see more photos and learn more about our organization: 

@nyssaffa on Instagram and Facebook.  

BUMPER SUMMER FOR NYSSA FFA CHAPTER 
By Victoria Moore, Nyssa FFA Chapter Reporter 
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From the Board 
Nyssa Chamber 

Board of Directors 
 

Tawni Maxwell 
Simpli Balanced 

 President 
 

Ruston Munk, DMD 
Munk Family Dental 

 1st Vice President 
 

Nikki Enders 
NorthWest Specialty  

Painting 

 2nd Vice President 
 

Amy Wood 
Owyhee Metal Works 

 Board Secretary 
 

Lee Birch 
Umpqua Bank 

 Finance/Treasurer 
 

 

Jason Pearson 
Eagle Eye Produce 

 

Trisha Stam 
Waldo Agencies 

 

Luis Cisneros 
Nyssa School District 

 

Tyler Simpson 
Rock Store Grill 

 

 

 

Nyssa Public Library 

319 Main Street 

541-372-2978 

Tuesday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Thursday 11:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Saturday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Closed Sunday, Monday 
 

County Dump 
Lytle Blvd. 

Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 5 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Malheur County  

Environmental Health 

541-473-5186 
 

Nyssa Historical Society 
PO Box 2303, 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

(541) 372-3712 
 

Oregon Trail Af Museum Hours 

Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Next to Fire Station) 

 

 
 

Nyssa School District 
www.nyssa.k12.or.us 

 
 

City of Nyssa 
www.nyssacity.org 

301 Main Street 

541-372-2264 
 

Chamber of Commerce 
105 Main Street,  

Nyssa, OR 97913 
 

Phone: 541-372-3091 

Fax: 541-372-9990 
 

E-mail: 
nyssachamberofcomerce@gmail.com 

Web: 
www.nyssachamberofcommerce.com 

Facebook:  
Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 

Mission: The Nyssa 

Chamber of Com-

merce and Agriculture 

was organized for the 

purpose of advancing 

the commercial, indus-

trial, farming, civic, 

and general interests 

of the City of Nyssa 

and its business area. 

Ch am be r  Board : 

Meeting held at 6:30 

pm on the first Tuesday 

of each month at the 

City of Nyssa Council 

Chambers. 

About Town 
is a publication compiled by volunteers of the  

Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture 

105 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

Printed by Mark Aman, Owyhee Publishing 

Reproduction is not allowed without written permission from the 

chamber. All material herein is copyrighted and may not be re-

published or distributed in any form whatsoever without express 

permission from the Nyssa Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture. 

Community Information 

Submissions for About Town should be 

sent to  
 

nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com 
 

 by the 15th of each month.  

Late submissions or anonymous  

submissions will NOT be accepted. 

A BIG THANK YOU to all our members 

who sponsored crop signs this year!  

Contact the Chamber (541-372-3091) 

if you’d like one next year. 

OUR 2019 CROP SIGNS 
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Sponsored by Nyssa Chamber of Commerce 
 

Theme: Appreciation Scarecrow! Example: We appreciate 

nurses, law enforcement, etc... 
 

All Residents, Groups and Businesses in Nyssa are Eligible 
1st Place  

Best Scarecrow 
 

Nyssa Scarecrow Contest  

Entry form due October 20, 2019 
Entry forms available @ Umpqua, Munk Family Dental, Simpli 

Balanced, Eagle Eye Produce, Owyhee Metal Works and on 

our website! 
 

Official Rules: 

Displays must be in Nyssa City Limits.  Businesses, Groups and 

Residents may participate.  Entries are due October 20, 

2019.  Judging will take place on October 30, 2019.  Maxi-

mum one prize per entry.  Drop entry forms off at 105 Main 
Street (Use the drop box in the door), Umpqua Bank, Munk 

Family Dental, Simpli Balanced, Eagle Eye Produce or 

Owyhee Metal Works. You can also email the forms to the 

chamber at nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com. 

Nyssa Scarecrow Contest 

LOCAL BUSINESS TRICK OR TREAT 
Look for this Pumpkin in Businesses who are participating in After 

School Trick or Treating!  The Businesses who have this sign in their 

windows will have Halloween Treats for kids in costume! 
 

October 31st  
 

3:30pm (After school) 

mailto:nyssachamberofcommerce@gmail.com
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541-372-2222 

Malheur Drug Inc. 
424 Main Street      Nyssa, Oregon 97913 

“In the heart of pheasant country” 

  
Nyssa Gardens 

Assisted Living Facility 
April Aldred 

Administrator 
 

 

 

 1101 Park Ave.                         Phone:  541-372-4024 

Nyssa, OR  97913                       Fax: 541-372-0126 



 

 

We Ship FedEx, UPS, USPS,  

Truck Freight, and Greyhound Package Express 
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2018 Chamber of Commerce 

Citizen of the Year  

Ernie Harder 
Hard at work cleaning up main 

street again! 
 

Thanks Ernie!!!  We appreciate 

everything you do! 

Valeria’s Mexican Restaurant Closed 
By Julieta Campuzano  

     Hello there! We wanted to let the town know that 

Valeria's Mexican restaurant closed its doors for business on 

the 13th of August. 

     The reason is because we are pastors in Weiser, Idaho 

and we are not able to attend both things at the same 

time, so we decided to choose one. We chose the church. 

It was a pleasure to serve Nyssa.  We had amazing 

customers that we will be missing. We love our town and we 

want to say thanks to all our beautiful customers for the 

support.  

 

Sincerely, 

The Campuzano Family 

Welcome Keyli’s Restaurant 
 

NOW OPEN! 
 

Mexican & American Food 

208 E Main St 

Monday - Sunday 

Hours: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Phone: (541) 372-8037 
 

New Menu, Homemade Tortillas 
 

More to come next issue, stay 

tuned…. 



 

Office 541-372-3532 

Cell 541-212-6512 

 

Email rbeck@fmtc.com 

www.melbeck.net 
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Come one, Come all…  
EVERYONE is invited to join in an evening of Family Fun! 

Nyssa PTO is hosting their Annual Harvest Carnivals on 

Friday October 4, 2019 from 5-8p.  Come enjoy a Taco 

Feast put on by the Nyssa Culinary Arts Class. Also bring a 

little extra cash for the Silent Auction. Or try your luck at 

the T-shirt raffle Yet that’s not all! Enjoy some Carnival 

favorites like Popcorn, Snow Cones and Cotton Candy. 

‘Outside’ of food there will be an obstacle bounce house 

and a slide bounce house to ‘jump’ out all that energy! If 

‘jumpin’ tires you out then come inside and try your skills at 

the array of booths we will have setup! As always we love 

to hear what was your favorite booth so be sure to let us 

know at “Vote for your Favorite” booth. You can choose 

from photo booth, button making, baseball throw, plinko, 

basketball, football, penguin flipper and many many 

more!  This night is a great way to support your Nyssa 

Schools.  
 

$1 ticket per game booth or $15 wristband for unlimited 

game booths.  

Christmas Preview ~ Candy Land Christmas 
     Christmas Nite Lite 

Parade will be Dec. 7th.  

We had such a great 

turn out last year we 

are having the parade 

the first week of 

December, so it 

doesn’t interfere with 

the Calhoun Classic.  

We’d love everyone to 

attend both!! 

     This year’s parade 

theme is Candy Land 

Christmas.  Everyone get your floats, bikes, pickups, 

tractors, dress your kids up and be in the parade.  

Businesses help us decorate Main Street with gum drops, 

lollipops, gingerbread people and houses, candy canes, 

cotton candy, and lights.  Let your imagination go!  (We 

love pinterest!)   

     Stay tuned!  More to come on the Christmas festivities! 



 

Your Friendly Neighborhood  

Grocery Store 
424 Main Street, Nyssa 

541-372-3916 

 Malheur Memorial Health Clinic 

410 Main Street 

Nyssa, Oregon 

541-372-2211 
 

 

Discount/sliding fee 

Scale available. Lab 

Work, X-ray, CDL and 

sports physicals. 
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 125 Main Street 

Nyssa, OR 97913 

 

541-372-3545 

 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

Chris Haun, Owner 

www.malheurmemorial.com 
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498 Columbia Avenue 
Nyssa, OR 97913 

541-372-5555 

Storage & RV Parking w/Daily, Weekly, Monthly Rates 

     Ontario- Award-winning Scottish band Skerryvore will per-

form at the Four Rivers Cultural Center this fall on Wednes-

day, Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25. 

     Hailing from different regions of Scotland, Skerryvore is an 

8-person band that performs a unique fusion of folk, tradi-

tional, rock, and Americana that represents the different 

personalities and upbringings of the band members.  

     Formed in 2005, the band boasts a touring history that 

took them from the remote Isle of Tiree on to international 

tours that have included performances in Central Park in 

New York, the Ryder Cup in Louisville, Ky., and China’s 

Shanghai Expo. 

     Take two brothers, Daniel (Accordion) and Martin Gilles-

pie (pipes, whistles and accordion), steeped in the Scottish 

west coast ceilidh tradition on the Isle of Tiree, and add in 

friends Fraser West (drums) and Alec Dalglish (guitar and vo-

cals), with a background in brass bands, wind bands, jazz 

bands, and with blues, folk and country influences, and you 

have the 2005, embryonic Skerryvore. Fast forward 10 years, 

add Craig Espie (fiddle) and Jodie Bremaneson (bass), bring 

in your album producer Alan Scobie on Keyboards and mix 

in the Glasgow music scene – from University Applied Music 

courses and Traditional Music courses at the Royal Conserv-

atoire to sell out gigs at O2 ABC. – and you have a band 

that has already won Scottish Traditional music’s ‘Live Act of 

the Year’ in 2011 – they were to win it again in 2016.  The 

band are twice winners of Scotland’s Traditional Music ‘Live 

Act of the Year’ Award and are heading a global tour to 

celebrate the release of their sixth studio album, “EVO.” 

     This contemporary Scottish music band includes the play-

ing of the traditional bagpipes, keyboards, fiddles, guitar, 

accordion, and more. Skerryvore represent the best in con-

temporary Scottish traditional music, with a growing 

fanbase worldwide and with the promise of much more to 

come.2020 will mark the 15th year of Skerryvore, and see 

the band embark on an special anniversary world tour to 

select venues and festivals.  

     Drinks and food will be available before and during the 

performance from Berts Growler Garage and Og-

awas. Tickets are $20 inside the FRCC gift shop and online at 

4rcc.com. The Cultural Center is located at 676 S.W. 5th 

Ave., Ontario, OR. Learn more about the band at: https://

skerryvore.com 

  

Scottish band SKERRYVORE slated to perform at FRCC 

     One secret to 

business is to find a 

need currently not 

being met and fill it. 

With the support of 

players, fans and 

residents from towns like Nyssa, a new, long term success will 

be easternoregonsports.com. 

     The idea behind the free website is easy. Teams playing 

in the same league on the west side of Oregon can be 

covered by a single news source. To travel to an away 

game is a few miles down the road. 

     Here in eastern Oregon, Nyssa drives over 300 miles to 

play a league opponent. The same is true of Adrian, Vale, 

Harper, Jordan Valley and Ontario. We on this side of the 

state play most of a season before discovering a league 

opponent is actually a pretty good team in the final weeks 

of the regular season. 

     The goal of easternoregonsports.com is to provide 

coverage of all eastern Oregon teams. Nyssa fans should be 

able to read about Irrigon volleyball, Riverside soccer or 

Burns football. Those are the teams coming up in the latter 

part of the season. Adrian fans should be able to hear 

about Cove or Monument/Dayville throughout the year, not 

the day before a big game. 

     The website, Facebook page and Twitter account are 

maintained and written by John L. Braese and Randy Seals. 

Braese is an award winning sports reporter in the area with 

sports history going back decades. Many of the past 

athletes written about by Braese are now married and have 

kids (yes, been doing this a long time). Seals is a long time 

resident of the county, active in many facets of sports and 

the community and a whiz at websites. Together, the two 

are expanding the website and the coverage of all teams 

throughout eastern Oregon. 

     We both feel the information is needed. Not just in Nyssa, 

but across the area, student athletes are doing great things, 

both on and off the field, court or cross country course. Our 

goal is to focus on the athletes, not just in their sports 

endeavors, but for the interesting story behind the athlete.  

     Athletes in eastern Oregon play three or four sports a 

year, take part in FFA, help out on a family farm or business, 

are active in the school or community and still maintain 

grades. One just does not see this same level of intensity 

throughout the state. This is the reason the endeavor was 

started. 

     We want nothing more than for you to visit the site, give 

suggestions and when your team is on the road, text us a 

score. Enjoy the wins of the team, but encourage them 

after a loss. Tell us about a player going above and beyond 

in life. Provide us what you want to see. 
You can reach us at: 

 john@easternoregonsports.com  

 or   

 randy@easternoregonsports.com.    

Website: easternoregonsports.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/EasternOregonSports/ 

Twitter: @eo_sports 

Sports Coverage Expanded to Fulfill Need 
By John L. Braese 

http://4rcc.com
https://skerryvore.com/
mailto:john@easternoregonsports.com
mailto:randy@easternoregonsports.com
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     For those building a home, changes occur throughout 

the process. The original plans may call for a 3-bedroom, 2-

bath, 2200 square feet dream house, but reality changes 

those original plans all during the process. 

     The living room may be scaled down to add some extra 

space to the dining room. The fixtures in one bathroom 

may go over budget, so are dropped down to brushed 

brass. The skylight may be taken off the plans in order to 

pay for an upgrade on windows. These changes are not 

incompetence on the part of the architect or shady work 

on the part of the builder. These changes are life in the real 

world. 

     Recent discussions have centered around the changes 

with the reload center located outside of Nyssa. There 

have been changes. There will be more changes.  

     For a project of this size, change is inevitable. All at the 

same time, we are dealing with water and sewer state and 

community guidelines, financing, where tracks need to go, 

appraisals, credit lines, crop management with the current 

owner of the property, multiple state agencies, payments 

to those doing specialized work, annex agreements, 

promoting the center, natural gas design, power design, 

negotiating train cars, finding a switching engine, and 

finally, determining who can best operate the facility once 

completed. 

     And, to date, we have accepted and processed 58 

public record requests. Many of those contained 10 to 15 

questions each request. 

     We have not changed the goal. We have changed the 

routes and pathways to the goal. 

     The reload center will be built. The land will be acquired 

for the facility with additional land available for future 

companies looking to purchase and build adjacent to the 

reload center. The water and sewer will be installed, making 

the area more attractive to companies looking to expand. 

Building a rail reload center and planning for future 

expansion in an industrial park is not building a doghouse in 

your backyard. It takes expertise in a number of areas and 

requires the ability to change direction due to a number of 

issues that arise. 

     We will continue to be criticized for slow progress or the 

announcing of different methods to accomplish the goal.  

     In the end, we will build the same 3-bedroom, 2-bath 

home we originally envisioned. The driveway may be a tad 

wider and the garden spot a bit smaller, but the house will 

be built and ready for all of Malheur County. 

CHANGES ARE A PART OF THE PROCESS 
By Malheur County Economic Development 

All the Moving Parts of the Reload Facility 
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SREDA Board Meeting 

September 3, 2019 

Teton Machine, Payette, Idaho 

 
Directors and Members present: 

Patrick Nauman, Jeff Williams, Andy Oyervides, Rick LaHuis, Sandy Hemenway, Ken Bishop, Ken 

Hart, Cathy Yasuda, Jennifer Huff, Dan Cummings, Craig Jensen, Lisa Collini, Bob Komoto, Tina 

Newsome, Angie Goodwin, Tammie Boven, Alicia Cavazos, Charlotte Fugate, Ed Susman, Merce-

dee Wilds, Jenny Hemly, and Karie Boone. 

 

Chairman Patrick Nauman called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.  Patrick welcomed 

everyone to the Tuesday meeting.  

Introductions of Attendees:  Chairman Nauman asked everyone present to introduce 

themselves and the business or entity they were representing. This month’s meeting was held at 

Teton Machine in Payette, where we enjoyed coffee, pastries and fruit.  

Approval of the August 6, 2019 Board Minutes:  Chairman Nauman asked if anyone 

had any questions or corrections to the August minutes as emailed out.  Hearing none, Chairman 

Nauman asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Ken Bishop made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, second by Andy Oyervides.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Chairman Nauman then asked for the Financial Report which was presented by Sandy 

Hemenway. Sandy went over in detail the financial snap shot for the month of August discussing 

balances at the end of the month in both the checking and money market accounts and total 

for month end.  Income for the month of August was $11,666.66 – this included the annual mem-

bership renewal from Bob and Janet Komoto, monthly memberships from Zions, Red Apple, and 

Kohn Foods and public annual partnership renewals from the Cities of Payette, New Plymouth and 

Weiser. Total operational expenses for August were $7,082.68. Chairman Nauman asked if anyone 

had any questions on the financial report.  Hearing none, a motion to approve was made by Bob 

Komoto and seconded by Ken Bishop.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Business Update from Teton Machine: Andy Oyervides reported that Teton Machine was in its 

67th year after starting in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and then moving to Payette 39 years ago.  

Their new facility is in its second year and their clients are from a multitude of different indus-

tries including aerospace, medical, semi-conductor, and oil/mining industries just to name a 

few.  They have added $1 million in new equipment in the past year.  They have 42 full time 

positions and currently have 3 job openings.  They will continue to add more robotics and 

search for continuous improvement in their operations.  They are 100% employee owned.  In 

the future they are looking at 3D printing of metal parts. 

 

City and Community reports:   

Fruitland: Ken Bishop reported that Swire and the city are working on a commerce 

grant for a new road. There is a new subdivision with 130 lots east of downtown.  September 14th is 

Fruitland Fun Days.  Tomorrow will be the Fruitland Chamber luncheon.  There is a bond levy for a 

new police station and city hall.   

City of Payette: Councilman Craig Jensen said the new Montessa subdivision is wrap-

ping up.  Single family housing is still going strong.  The 36th or 37th Annual Car Show will be Satur-

day, September 7th.   

City of Ontario: Community Development Director Dan Cummings reported that the 

Recreation Committee is looking at the pool reopening in the future.  It will be a no frills opening.  

They are looking at developing an outside pool also.  Two pot shops are open and 4 more are 

close to opening.  With the bowling alley closing soon, one of the pot shops will buy the facility 

and keep it running and open his shop in a separate adjacent facility.   

Ontario Community: Charlotte Fugate reports that Revitalize Ontario has an Arts Com-

mittee that will be painting the power boxes around town.  They are looking at an archway sign 

and received a grant for $100,000 for it but it requires a 25% match.  The Tater Tot Festival prelimi-

nary event at the county fair went well and they are working with Heinz/Kraft to put on the first 

annual Tater Tot Festival in October 2020.  The Chocolate and Wine Walk will be in May 2020. 

City of Weiser: Councilwoman Alicia Cavazos reported that the Ridley’s grand opening 

was very successful. They also celebrated the Ace Hardware and ICON Credit Union opening on 

the same day.  The Galloway Street project is complete and the street is open. The Farmer’s Mar-

ket is open on Saturdays.   

Weiser Community: Weiser Chamber Executive Director Jen Huff reported the following 

events and dates: Thurs. Farmers market 5pm-7:30; Saturday 7th 2019- 5th annual 1st responders’ soft-

ball tournament at memorial park, 6-8pm; Sept 7th Surviving Hearts Dinner at Sunnyside farms 4pm; 

Sept 13th- Idaho Preferred Roadshow at Ridley's; Sept 14th- Wine & Art Festival featuring Four County 

Art Guild 2-7pm; Sept 21st, Ruszoni's concert 7:30; Sept 26th- Chamber 1st Trade Show at the Vendome 

11am-7pm. 

 

No reports for the cities of Fruitland, Nyssa, New Plymouth or Vale. 

 

County: 

Payette County: No report. 

Washington County: Commissioner Lisa Collini reported that the area was over-

whelmed with the new Ridley’s building. The company will have about 80 employees when fully 

staffed and the ICON credit union has about 4. Great news for Washington County. 

Malheur County: No report given. 

 

Executive Director Kit Kamo:  

Kit included a written report in the board packets along with the updated SREDA 

report card reviewing the last quarter’s activities. She reviewed both documents expounding 

on several items and projects for the attendees. Below is the written report: 

August 30, 2019 – SREDA will hold their Annual meeting in October – Saint Alphon-

sus has generously offered to host our annual evening dinner and meeting. Date to be final-

ized. We have started working on our annual report for that event. 

Kit met with several local companies this month. Two of the companies were inter-

ested in TVCC internships. Sent those onto the college. Several other companies were still 

looking for employees that would work a full day or a full week.  

Kit worked with Project Tractor RV in Weiser on a potential project with the City 

and state. She also assisted Project Salsa, and checked in with several other in-progress pro-

jects. 

Kit attended the grand opening and ribbon cuttings of Ridley’s, Ace Hardware 

and the ICON Credit Union. Huge group of folks enjoyed the opening of the long awaited 

Ridley’s store! 

 

Kit worked with some local folks, TVCC and an out-of-area company on a new 

project. This project is named Pie in the Sky. The company may be coming to our area in the 

next week or so to learn more of what we have to offer. 

Kit participated in both the OEDA and IEDA Board of Director’s Conference Call 

Board Meetings.  

Upcoming events: In September, Kit will be attending the Super Sand Show in 

Costa Mesa. This will be our first time at this sport show. Admission to the show was free for me 

due to a connection with an existing company showing there. I will have access to their 

booth as well. Kit will also be attending the WestTec Manufacturing show in Long Beach. 

SREDA received a complimentary pass to the show. Both shows are affordable to attend.  

A few changes in the trade show calendar for 2020 will be that we won’t be at-

tending the food related shows as in the past. We are tentatively still partnering with other 

areas to attend the Pacific NW Sportsman Show in Portland (February), and possibly the Shot 

Show in Vegas (January).  

Kit will be attending the OEDA Fall conference and training in Salem in October 

(staying with relatives to keep the cost lower), and the IEDA Fall conference and training in 

Boise. Kit is on both state’s Board of Directors and is currently the OEDA Treasurer. However, 

with the amount of business activities and other high priority activities, Kit will be resigning as 

the OEDA Treasurer and board member at the fall conference. Kit will remain on the IEDA 

Board, but will not seek re-election when the term ends. 

 

Appointment to the Board:  

With the resignation of Kevin Coats from the SREDA Board as an economic devel-

opment volunteer, the Board asked Jennifer Huff, Weiser Chamber, to fill that position. The 

motion was made by Bob Komoto and seconded by Lisa Collini. The motion passed unani-

mously. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 Bob Komoto said the Kiwanis Chicken BBQ fundraiser will be a month later on Thursday, Sep-

tember 19th at 4:30-6:30 p.m. at Beck Kiwanis Park in Ontario.  Adult tickets are $10 and children’s tick-

ets are $7.  He has tickets, but they can be purchased at the Ontario Chamber of Commerce office.  

Four Rivers Cultural Center event summary:  September 5, 12, and 19, 6-8 p.m. Free finance 

classes will be given by Umpqua Bank. They will cover getting good credit, home ownership and budg-

eting and retirement savings. September 6 at 6 p.m. Gail Greco will have a Harano Gallery exhibit 

opening of her watercolor paintings of the northwest. September 15, 2 p.m. Sunday is the Mexican 

Independence Day Celebration. September 19 5-8 p.m. Thursday there is a free basic firearms class 

offered.  September 21 is a Free museum day. September 28, 1-5 p.m. Saturday is the PawAPawLooza 

in the Japanese Garden.  Come meet your Ani-Care shelter dog. October 9, 7 p.m. Wednesday, is the 

Skerryvore concert, an award winning high energy Scottish band.    

 Ken Hart, Saint Alphonsus, said their score in “Likelihood to Recommend” in-

creased to 75% where respondents have to score them 9 or 10 out of 10.  It is the 2nd highest score in 

the Saint Alphonsus system. Ken credited the staff as being the primary force behind this ranking. 

Angie Goodwin, Horizon Health, mentioned that the Washington County Extension Office 

has been remodeling and this will allow them to have a classroom. The county has an opening for a 4-

H Coordinator.  

Cathy Yasuda announced the Eastern Oregon Non-Profit Conference September 25 & 26, 

with the reception on the 25th and the all day workshop on the 26th. The website for more info is: 

www.nonprofitsteward.org. This event only happens every 2 years.  

 Cathy Yasuda said there will be a free Poverty Simulation event at TVCC on September 19th. 

Participants will take on roles of various people who are in stressful situations such as a single parent. 

Registration is here - https://www.eventbrite.com/e/poverty-simulation-9-19-2019-tvcc-ontario-tickets-

65283354270    

Also the Oscar Lopez Memorial Golf fundraiser for the TVCC baseball team will be on Sep-

tember 15th.  The new baseball coach is Brad Baker. 

 Jenny Hemly from Idaho Department of Commerce introduced Mercedee Wilds who is the 

new Idaho Department of Commerce public information officer. Mercedee also serves in the Idaho 

Army Reserve. 

Patrick Nauman said that there has been a lot of interest in the other pad sites around the 

old Ridley’s.  It will have a Domino’s Pizza and possibly another business or two. The development will be 

along the same these as the Indian Creek Plaza in Caldwell. Patrick mentioned more dates such as the 

Idaho Preferred show on September 13 at 3:30 pm. and Weiser Classic Candy will be there. September 

21 for the FFA alumni dinner and fundraiser to buy a van so students can attend FFA events. September 

28 is the 2nd Annual Shop Local at the end of homecoming week. October 5 is the Weiser Mud Drags.  

Tina Newsome mentioned that the OnionSkin Players will have a concert on March 6, 2020 

with Dave Stamey, a famous cowboy entertainer who does western (not country) music and ballads. 

He is often referred to as “the Charlie Russell of Western Music.” 

 Angie Goodwin announced that Fruitland will have a ribbon cutting for the St. Luke’s Respite 

House September 21, 10:30 a.m.  Horizon Health will have a ribbon cutting in Fruitland on October 3 rd at 

4:30 pm to showcase their new facility. The location is at the old Apple Bin on Main Street. 
 

The next meeting will be October 1 at Farmers Mutual Telephone in downtown Fruitland. The previ-

ously arranged meeting location at Agile Homes will be held at a later date.  
 

The annual SREDA meeting and dinner will be held October 23, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm at Saint Alphon-

sus in the Snake River Room. 
 

Adjournment:  With no other business discussion, Chairman Nauman then adjourned the meeting 

at 8:04 a.m. and networking continued.  
 

Minutes prepared by Bob Komoto, Co-Secretary. 

Check this 

out for local 

business and 

community 

updates  

http://www.nonprofitsteward.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/poverty-simulation-9-19-2019-tvcc-ontario-tickets-65283354270
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/poverty-simulation-9-19-2019-tvcc-ontario-tickets-65283354270
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