
Honorable William P. Barr 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 
 
 
Attorney General  Barr, 
 
I am writing to you as an American citizen and Oregon resident who values our inherent freedom protected by the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. I implore you to put the Governor of Oregon, Kate Brown, on notice that her actions in keeping our entire state on 
shutdown are unconstitutional, and she has no authority to suspend the Constitution. 
 
Our Governor, Kate Brown, has grossly overstepped her authority by restricting the movements of free citizens, forbidding 
gatherings and religious services, unilaterally deciding which Oregon businesses & organizations are “non-essential” and subject to 
closure, interfering in the relationship between physician and patient by outlawing certain medicine to treat Covid-19 from non-
hospitalized patients, and cancelling all non-emergent surgeries (many of which are life-saving).  All of these actions have infringed 
on our rights as Americans and citizens of Oregon.  In addition, data shows that the Covid-19 cases peaked weeks ago in Oregon, our 
epi curve has flattened, and our testing capability is more than sufficient.  Medical centers and hospitals are now laying workers off 
due to lack of patients, and obviously are not overwhelmed.  Jobless claims now exceed 100,000, and most have not received any 
benefits (see http://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/495228-oregon-has-backlog-of-more-than-100k-unemployment-claims-
report) , due to a reported “glitch” in the system.  How can government  deny the right to work without providing compensation?  
Suicide, Depression, Domestic Violence and Child Abuse reports are increasing as people lose income, jobs, their freedom and hope.  
The “cure” has become worse than the disease. 
 
Governor Brown continues to base Oregon’s shutdown on models that have been proven to be in error, instead of on the hard case 
data we now possess.  The majority of counties in Oregon (24) never had a single Covid-19 death, indeed 5 counties never had a 
single case, and 5 additional counties had only one or two cases.  Why should these 2/3 majority of Oregon counties be forced to 
remain shutdown, and denied their liberty?  Any Covid-19 emergency in Oregon has passed.  In fact, Oregon was of the first 20 
states approved by the CDC, John’s Hopkins, and Vice President Pence to reopen based on their curve and other hard data. 
 
Governor Brown ignored the Constitution in making her Covid-19 emergency declaration.  Instead, she relied on ORS 401.165, a 
statutory process that gives her the following unending powers: 
 

 ORS 401.168 – complete authority over all state government agencies, over all police powers, and authority to suspend 
provisions of any order or rule of any state agency; 

 ORS 401.175 – complete control of all emergency operations, control of all police and law enforcement  activities, and 
authority to close all roads and highways; 

 ORS 401.188 – authority to control, restrict and regulate by rationing, prohibitions on shipments, price fixing, allocations 
or other means, the use, sale or distribution of food, feed, fuel, clothing and other commodities, materials, goods and 
services, and the right to take any other action that may be necessary for the management of resources. 

If you agree that the Governor has violated the United States Constitution, and the 14
th

 Amendment , please intervene on our behalf 
to end the statewide shutdown or Oregon, and her unconstitutional theft of our liberty. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
Cc:  Billy J. Williams, US Attorney, District of Oregon, 1000 SW Third Ave, Suite 600, Portland, OR 97204 
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